
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 90: 15-16
When he calls on me, I will
answer him; I will deliver him
and give him glory, I will grant
him length of days.

1st Reading:
Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7
The Creation of our first parents,
and sin.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 50:3-6,12-14,17

Be merciful, O
Lord, for we have

sinned.

2nd Reading: .
Romans 5:12-19
Where sin increased, there grace
abounded all the more.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 4:4
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel:        Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus fasted for forty days and
nights.

Communion Antiphon:
Mt 4: 4
One does not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
comes forth from the mouth of
God.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel

How to embrace our wilderness

Jesus prayed and fasted in the desert and was tempted by satan. Here he
experienced incredible hardships, the least of which were isolation and hun-
ger. Yet this fact is easily overlooked as many claim, ‘But Jesus was God!’
Indeed, it is true that Jesus is God. But he has two natures – divine and human
– which are united in him. Theologically, this is termed the ‘hypostatic
union’, which means “the union of the divine and human natures in the one
divine Person of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.” (C.f. CCC 483) Therefore, he
would suffer in his humanity and not in his divinity, since divine nature is
immutable. Yet due to the two natures being inseparable, the Son of God did
in fact endure temptations, suffering, and death, as we all do.
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Gospel
Jesus was led by the

Spirit out into the
wilderness to be

tempted by the devil.
He fasted for forty days
and forty nights, after
which he was very

hungry, and the
tempter came and said
to him, ‘If you are the
Son of God, tell these

stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says:
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’ The devil then took him to
the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the

Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’ he said ‘throw yourself
down; for scripture says:  He will put you in his angels’
charge, and they will support you on their hands in case
you hurt your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him,

‘Scripture also says:  You must not put the Lord your God to
the test.’ Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendour. ‘I will give you all these’ he said, ‘if you fall at my

feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan!
For scripture says: You must worship the Lord your God,
and serve him alone.’ Then the devil left him, and angels

appeared and looked after him.

Matthew 4:1-11
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

     St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Prior to the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus was led into the wilder-
ness by none other than the Holy Spirit. This was so he would be subjected
to the devil’s temptation on behalf of humanity, to undo the disobedience of
Adam, and to demonstrate how we can imitate his unfailing obedience and
faithfulness in times of weakness. Still, we may find it odd that one of the
first things he did in preparation for his public life was to be tempted in the
desert. This again shows that often the Lord’s will is vastly different from
ours, as we would prefer to make a more pragmatic decision. So how are we
to reconcile the discrepancy? It should prompt us to rethink what is true,
real, and practical. For in prioritising our own opinion over God’s, we are
implying that our understanding of reality surpasses that of the Creator’s.

“There be Dragons” is a 2011 biopic about the life of St. Josemaria Escriva.
Early in the film, there is a scene in which St. Josemaria Escriva and his
friend Manolo (his ex-seminarian mate) go on their separate ways. At this
stage, Josemaria is already a priest and Manolo is about to become a spy in
the Spanish civil war. As Manolo decides to turn away from God, he tells
Fr. Josemaria, “I have chosen the real world.” Question is, what is the real
world? Is not real what is true? Regrettably, many people confuse ‘real’ with
that which is demonstrably practical. However, even nature is far more than
meets the eye, thus reality without mystery becomes fragmented and defi-
cient. Ironically, the world without faith becomes less ‘real’, since all things
are not knowable to man. Yet by the sin of pride, the human opinion is
relentlessly preferred over God’s for supposedly being ‘real’ and practical.
But in acknowledging the supernatural reality, the real world cannot exist
without the Creator. Consequently, it would be most impractical and unwise
to deny Him or reject reality as revealed by the divine.

In conclusion, Jesus’ actions were in fact most fitting, practical, and real.
Likewise, when we struggle to comprehend his will, it is due to our limited
wisdom rather than God’s impractical decision-making. If life at present
feels like a desert, as we hunger for meaning and suffer the devil’s tempta-
tions, we too may follow the Lord’s example and persist in our prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. For our wisest option is to remain faithful as Jesus
was, to obey the Father’s will, until the devil leaves and the angels may
appear and look after us.

Reflection continued

Prayer
Lord Jesus, just like you we too are often tempted not to be faithful to

our baptismal promises; to use our powers to satisfy our selfish
needs; to distrust God’s providential care to satisfy our material
needs; to demand miracles from God as a proof of his love for us

and avoid our responsibilities; to crave for power, prestige, honour
and wealth and to make compromises with the worldly standards. We

believe that you are with us and give us the strength to face these
temptations because you too were tested like us. Give us the grace to
make decisive choice for God’s values and always to say ‘no’ to the

ways of the world. Amen. (source:  Fr Freddie Santhumayor SVD)

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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Collections from 25 January to 21 February 2023
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $5,559
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):  $7,868
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank
Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

PULPIT POINTS                     26 February 2023
●Bumper Year: Seventeen enter Sydneys’ Seminary
●SPECIAL FEATURE: Neighbours in need: Project
Compassion in East Timor
●Misunderstanding the rise of the Nones
●The false God of Gluttony
● Welcome to Australia. New pathway for refugees
●In a dark hour. Bishops who inspire.

Playgroup at the Parish Hall on Thurs. 9:15am -
11am.  Refer to flyer in the notice board. Pls bring $2,
a hat, water bottle for your child & a piece of chopped
fruit to share.

Aid to the Church in Need is supporting the
Catholic Church in Ukraine in the face of war. ACN is
helping priests and religious, who are working across
the country in parishes, with refugees, in orphanages

and homes for the elderly. The
main cities that needs immediate
help are Kyiv, Zaporizhya,
Odessa and the region of
Donetsk. ACN needs your help
to continue this mission. Please
use the red boxes to donate or
scan the Qr Code or go to
https://aidtochurch.org/ukrai

ne

School Masses
Year 4 Grade Mass, Wednesday 8 March, 9:15am
Year 2 Grade Mass, Friday 17  March, 9:15am
Year 5 Grade Mass, Friday 24 March, 9:15am
Year 3 Grade Mass, Saturday 25 March, 9:15am
Year 1 Grade Mass, Wednesday 29 March, 9:15am

Lenten Stations of the Cross 6:30pm every Friday
 during Lent.
Lenten Days of Penance
1. Abstinence from meat, and fasting, must be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for those 18-60 years of
age.
2. On all Fridays of the year, the common practice of
penance is fulfilled by performing any one of the
following:
(a) prayer – Mass attendance; family prayer; a visit to a
church or chapel; reading the Bible; making the Stations of
the Cross; praying the rosary, etc.
(b) self-denial – not eating meat, sweets or dessert; giving
up entertainment; limiting food and drink; limiting use of
social media, smart phones or television, etc.
(c) helping others – special attention to the poor, sick,
elderly, lonely or overburdened, etc.. Lent in 2023 begins
from Ash Wednesday (22 February) to the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper (6 April). The Easter Fast is observed
during the Easter Triduum on Good Friday (7 April), and if
possible, until the Easter Vigil on the evening of 8 April.

Lenten Programmes are held at the Presbytery. Please
sign in for the group you want to attend.
Connie Buttigieg and Robin Meehan group from Friday
24 Feb  10am -12pm
Fr Emmanuel group from Thurs 2 Mar   7pm - 8pm
The sign in sheet is on the table by Hughes St. entrance.

JRS Jesuit Refugee Service is supporting over 150
families seeking asylum and refugees through the Food
Bank program. Many of the families that we serve are not
eligible for Centrelink, medicare and don't have work or
study rights. Please donate essential items;  Cooking oil for
week 1 and Basmati rice for week 2 of the Lenten period.
Boxes are provided at  Hughes St. Entrance.  Visit
foodbank@jrs.org.au.

24 hour for the Lord Event at Schoenstatt,
Mulgoa - Come and spend some time with Our Lord and
Our Lady in the Schoenstatt Shrine: Friday 17 March 6pm
Mass, then Reconciliation 7:15 – 10.00pm. On Saturday
Reconciliation 10am-12pm, and 3-4.45pm with a Vigil
Mass at 5pm. The Shrine will be welcoming people for
prayer for the full 24 Hours. Groups to lead prayer are
welcome. Contact paulandramani@gmail.com

Mosaic Mural Workshop Parents, carers and
parishioners are invited to join artist Kate Ng as we
create a mosaic mural that celebrates the story of St
Michael's Primary School. There will be 5 sessions
held on Friday afternoons in the music room on 3, 10,
17, 24 and 31 March between 2.20pm- 3.15pm.
Email Kirrily kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au
or see school facebook to book your ticket.

RCIA Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring the  parish office on 9809 3536.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel.   Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week       26 Feb - 5 March 2023

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  3rd March at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Feasts of the Week
Mon 27 Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor
of the Church
Sat 4 Saint Casimir

Church Cleaners Roster for March:
Gemma Martin, Kamal Skar, Min Kyung Ahn and Constance
Leung
LINEN:  Prescilla Luzon      VACUUM:  Vinodh Stanley

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick:
Samantha Chebat, Kristina Kartawardana, Soo
Sohn,  Jojo Alonzo and Sue Metzmacher and those
with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His
healing hand.

Deceased:
Lily Dimaano, Flossy Lobo, Marino
Urobio, Tony Issa, Florita Vallejo, Alan
Scott, Wu Pui Fong, Guillermo Aldana
Sr and Daniel de Souza
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Catholic Weekly cost is $2.00; please insert your coin in the
St Vincent de Paul poor box located on top of the holy water
font at Hughes Street entrance.
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Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really
Present in the tabernacle.

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee, Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui
Adrian Cullen

Family mass
Youth readers

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Gregory Cheng
Catherine Hilder

10:00AM John Jurgutis Jeremy Billings
Pauline Hendrawan

Become a Catechist or Helper
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings and be-
come a catechist or helper. Teach God’s love to
children in public schools. Starting off as a helper,
you'll receive easy lessons and hand out activity
books in primary schools.
Please become a catechist and become a part of
the Ministry of the church in spreading the love
and word of God to children.

Visit website for more information:
https://ccd.sydneycatholic.org/ or contact
Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974 210.

Pharmasave, West Ryde can help pensioners who
cannot afford their prescribed medication. Please contact Gary
on 0416 389 923 or visit 977 Victoria Rd, West Ryde.

First Friday Mass on 3rd March at 7:00pm.

World Day of Prayer 2023 on Friday 3 March
2023 at 10am at St Kevin's Catholic Church, 36
Hillview Rd, Eastwood. Please join in prayer with
the Anglican, Baptist and Uniting Churches at
Eastwood. The program was written by World day
of Prayer Committee of Taiwan, their theme
“I Have Heard about your Faith”.
Contact Sandra Youssef  0412 990 718 for info.


