
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 65: 4
All the earth shall bow down
before you, O God, and shall
sing to you, shall sing to your
name, O Most High!

1st Reading:
Isaiah 49:3,5-6
I will make you the light of the
nations so that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 39:2,4,7-10

Here am I, Lord; I
come to do your

will.

2nd Reading: .
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
The grace and peace of God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

Gospel Acclamation:
John 1:14. 12
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word of God became flesh
and dwelt among us. He
enabled those who accepted
him to become the children of
God.                              Alleluia!

Gospel:      .     John 1:29-34
This is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 22: 5
You have prepared a table
before me,  and how precious is
the chalice that quenches my
thirst.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel

Farewell, Your Eminence…

“Remember, Lord, your Church, spread throughout the world, and bring her to
the fullness of charity, together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop and all the
clergy…”

This is an excerpt from a Eucharistic Prayer, which the priest celebrant recites
at every Mass. It always feels strange and awkward whenever this N. (i.e. name
of the Pope or the Bishop) changes. This was certainly the case as a layperson,
and perhaps more so now that I get to mention those names. Considering my
age, for a long while the first N. did not change – “John Paul II” seemed
permanently embedded in the Roman Missal. So the first noticeable amendment
came with the latter N., with the appointment of a new Ordinary for the diocese.
Admittedly, I did not pay much attention to this until my parish priest started to
say “George Pell” instead of “Edward Clancy” – his predecessor.

So what was my first impression of Archbishop Pell? A high ranking official
whose name I knew, whose face I barely recognised, and whose company I
would likely never seek – the irony! He felt somewhat distant from my day-to-
day life, so apart from the occasional stories I heard on the news, I had little to
no interest to find out who he really was. Oh, how terrible was my naivety! Yet
this is probably true for most Catholics, and more so for those without faith. For
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Gospel
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John

said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God
that takes away the sin of the world.

This is the one I spoke of when I
said: A man is coming after me who

ranks before me because he
existed before me. I did not know

him myself, and yet it was to reveal
him to Israel that I came baptising
with water.’ John also declared, ‘I

saw the Spirit coming down on him
from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not
know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with

water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to

baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am
the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’

John 1:29-34



The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:         Monday - Closed
           Tuesday - Friday   9:00am- 4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
                    Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito and Cindrella Francis
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:

Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Danima Grace (Special Roster)
Constance Leung (Weekdays)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
                       (Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Aneela Pereira
4th Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
5th Saturday - Arlene Burton
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am - Reny Ng
4th & 5th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Other Ministry Leaders
Acolytes  - Arthur Lee
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Vicki Younis
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

     St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

the vast majority, their reception of Church news is akin to a reaction to an
outdoor advertising campaign – not entirely interested, but will take the
material anyway as they can’t be bothered to decline (or, in this case, to
switch the channel). But after years of acquiescent spoon-feeding, most
accept as true even the vilifying mud thrown at the Catholic Church and its
clerics who dare challenge the mainstream narrative. George Pell was a
prime example of this. And I would only discover his life-long social
martyrdom once I became more acutely interested in ecclesial matters.

The first time I met Cardinal Pell in person was late in 2003 in St. Mary’s
Cathedral, at a Mass to celebrate his appointment as a Cardinal. Clearly
ignorant, instead of properly addressing him as ‘his Eminence’, my first
ever words to him were, “Congratulations, Father.” Perhaps this was provi-
dential, as years later I would become one of his sons, when he laid hands
on me on the anniversary of his episcopal consecration. I would be the first
to admit, that my personal relationship with this ‘father’ was not particularly
close – owing to my own character traits. Nevertheless, contrary to what the
media had been feeding me over the years, in person, I have always found
Cardinal Pell to be a man of fatherly care and exceptional warmth. More
importantly, he was a man of tremendous courage, who could be counted on
in times of need.

Did he live a perfect life? I think he would be the first to say no. As much I
respected him, I would also disagree with him on many things. Did I like
him? Did you? But is that question even relevant, unless his vocation was
to be a mere celebrity figure or a poster boy for (insert noun of choice)? No,
because, first and foremost, his vocation was to be a spiritual father. Did he
succeed or fail? Only God can answer that. However, in a world riddled
with absent spiritual fathers, at least he had a good go at it. He didn’t pretend
to be the perfect father. But shortcomings or not, Cardinal Pell sure tried to
be a responsible father, who would make sure to put good spiritual food on
our table and pay the bills for the sins of many by carrying them on his cross.
And for that alone, we ought to pray for this spiritual father. May we see you
again in Christ’s eternal Kingdom. Requiescat in pace!

  Reflection continued

Prayer for the soul of Cardinal George Pell
O God, who chose your servant Cardinal George Pell
from among your Priests, and endowed him with pontifical dignity in the
apostolic priesthood, grant, we pray, that he may also be admitted to their
company for ever.
May Your servant whom You appointed high priest of Your flock be count-
ed now among the priests in the life of Your Kingdom.
Give Your servant the reward of eternal happiness
and let Your mercy win for us the gift of Your life and love. We entrust
Your servant to Your mercy with faith and confidence.
In the human family he was an instrument of Your peace and love.
May he rejoice in those gifts for ever with Your saints.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for
ever and ever.  Amen

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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Collections will be posted at end of the month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

Caritas Australia Global Gifts
The funds raised from these cards go towards
supporting vulnerable communities around the globe,
including right here in Australia.
Gifts of Education. Gifts of Health. Gifts of
Empowerment. The beauty of these Global Gifts is
that they bring joy to their recipient and provide
someone in need the chance to build a better future.
This Christmas, please consider buying a gift that
changes lives.
Visit www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413
toll free to browse our range of Global Gifts cards
today.

Divine Renovation Conference with Fr James
Mallon   On 10-12 February 2023, Divine
Renovation will be hosting their 2023 Divine
Renovation Australasia Conference in Sydney,
Australia, with the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney as
a Supporting Partner.
This conference will be a unique experience for active
parishioners and clergy who want to help lead the
parish from maintenance to mission. The conference
will feature talks and workshops from speakers
including Fr. James Mallon, Fr. Chris Ryan MGL and
Daniel Ang among many others, on the topics of
evangelisation and creating an invitational and
missionary church. This is also an opportunity to
connect with other parish leaders and hear inspiring
stories of parishes that have seen transformation by
prioritising mission.

For registration and more information,
visit https://divinerenovation.org/events/

PULPIT POINTS                    15 January 2023
• Benedict a doctor of the Church
• Family feud: WA decision overturns discrimination
against Christians
• God speaks to our hearts: homily
• Prayers in singing
• Theology of the Body in Sydney - don’t miss out!
• This pope will be canonised: biographer

PURPOSE RETREAT 2023.   Inviting all young adults
and youth leaders (18-35) to come along to a new archdi-
ocesan retreat centered on the theme KNOW, LOVE,
SERVE. Dates: 22-25 January
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre
Speakers include:   Bishop Richard Umbers, Fr. Ben Sali-
ba, Kristin Barlow, Sr Kathryn Kingsley MGL, Kevin and
Helen Wagner, Fr Chris Desousa and
Fr Dan McCaughan.
The retreat will offer fellowship, social time, free time,
food, sacraments, prayer, and more, all at the beautiful
Benedict XVI Retreat Centre near Richmond.
Places are limited so register today for an incredible
experience https://www.trybooking.com/CDXCV
For more information
contact info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

‘Made for More’ events by Theology of the Body
Institute
The Sydney Centre for Evangelisation is proud to host Dr
Christopher West and his team for their Australian tour of
‘Made for More’ events in Sydney and Melbourne.  Please
join us on Friday, 20 January at St Mary’s Cathedral
College Hall or on Saturday, 21 January at All Saints
Liverpool Parish Hall. ‘Made for More’ weaves dynamic
presentations with live music, media and sacred art
bringing an evening of beauty and reflection on the
meaning of life, love, and human destiny.  An event not to
be missed!  For tickets and more information,
visit 

Catholics maintaining total abstinence using the
12-steps

Why is Christmas time sometimes called the “silly sea-
son”? The Calix Society is an association of Catholic alco-
holics, drug addicts, and family members and friends
affected by addiction, who are maintaining their sobriety
through participation in their Catholic faith and a 12 Step
program. We welcome anyone concerned with the illness
of alcoholism or addiction who wish to join with us in
prayer for: total abstinence, spiritual development, and
sanctification of the whole personality. The silly season, or
the Holy Season? We are not party poopers or wowsers,
we enjoy sobriety.
Provide your number to for an
obligation free and confidential phone call, or
check 
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel.   Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week        16 - 22 January 2023

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  3rd March at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Feasts of the Week
Tue 17 Saint Antony, Abbot
Fri 20 Saint Fabian, Pope, Martyr
           Saint Sebastian, Martyr
Sat 21 Saint Agnes, Virgin, Martyr

Church Cleaners Roster for January:
Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay, Jaminelle
Anderson and Henaa  Jawher
Linen:   Kathryn Desnica           Vacuum:  Justin Isaac

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick: Paul Buttigieg; Tony
Kurisingal; Susan Lobo-Bain; Soo Sohn,  Lorenza
Talisayon; Lily Dimaano and those with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His
healing hand.

Recently deceased: Cardinal
George Pell; Pope Benedict XV1;
Felix Nazareth; Faust De Souza;

Patricia Ong; Alba Xuelian; Pushpa
Gomes and Margaret Waring. 

Catholic Weekly cost is $2.00; please insert
your coin in the St Vincent de Paul poor box
located on top of the holy water font at Hughes
Street entrance.
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Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present
in the tabernacle.

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

Arthur Lee
Jim Lemcke
Dominic Bui

Edmond Leong
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley
Marcus Denney

Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock

10:00AM John Fillion
Connie Buttigieg

Cindy Francis
Odette Sequeira

Baptisms
15 January at 11:00am

Evelyn Catherine Dunne
Child of

James and Melinda Dunne

Tobias Flynn Concon Flores
Child of

Francis and Theodora Flores

PIETY STALL   Will reopen on Saturday 4th
February & Sunday 5th February 2023.

Foster carers urgently needed  Right now, there are
children and young people without a safe place to call home.
We urgently need people who can provide immediate care. We
need all types of carers – emergency, respite, short-term and
long-term. To find out how you can help contact us on  13 18 19
or email admin@familyspirit.org

Parish Hall is not currently for hire.
The Parish Hall is for Parish and School Functions
only.

Pharmasave, West Ryde can help pensioners who
cannot afford their prescribed medication. Please contact Gary
on 0416 389 923 or visit 977 Victoria Rd, West Ryde.


