
Mass of the Day
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Mal 3: 1; 1 Chr 29: 12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty
One, has come; and kingship is
in his grasp, and power and
dominion.

1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
The glory of the Lord shines
upon you.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13

Lord, every nation
on earth will adore

you.

2nd Reading: .
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
The revelation means that the
pagans now share the same
inheritance, that they are parts of
the same body.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the
East;  and have come to adore
the Lord.                      Alleluia!

Gospel:      .Matthew 2:1-12
We have come from the East to
worship the king.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Mt 2: 2
We have seen his star in the
East, and have come with gifts
to adore the Lord.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
EPIPHANY BLESSING – Marking our homes with blessed chalk for the
New Year
Once again, we commemorate the Epiphany of the Lord, which is a celebration
of the revelation of Jesus as the Saviour of the world (theophany). On this day
we observe the tradition of marking our doors with blessed chalk, just as the
Israelites marked their doors to protect them from the last plague in Egypt. As
God freed the Israelites from slavery, we likewise pray that Christ may liberate
us from the yoke of sin and death. Therefore, this simple ritual symbolises our
family’s renewed dedication and commitment to the Lord. It serves as a remind-
er that we are the children of the eternal Passover, who hope to enter the new
Promised Land, the heavenly Kingdom.

The instruction for the special blessing of the house on the Feast of the Epipha-
ny of the Lord is provided below. By the end of the blessing, the final inscrip-
tion on lintel should read:

20+C+M+B+23
        please turn page
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The Epiphany of the Lord  

Gospel
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem
in Judaea during the reign of King Herod,
some wise men came to Jerusalem from
the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the

Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it
rose and have come to do him homage.’
When King Herod heard this he was
perturbed, and so was the whole of

Jerusalem. He called together all the chief
priests and the scribes of the people, and
enquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they
told him ‘for this is what the prophet

wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people

Israel.’ Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent

them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and
when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do

him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out.
And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went

forward, and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the
star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and
frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way.

Matthew 2:1-12
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

     St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

( Reflection continued)
The letters C, M & B stand for the traditional names for the Three Wise
Men, who came to seek Jesus: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. The letters
also represent the phrase Christus Mansionem Benedicat (May Christ Bless
this Abode)
Epiphany Home Blessing:

(If there is a manger in the house or a prayer space, all gather
around it to begin the prayers. Otherwise it may begin outside the front door
of the house.)
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Leader: God’s peace be in this home.
All: And in all who live here.
Leader: The star burned like a flame, pointing the way to God, the King of
kings; the wise men saw the sign and brought their gifts in homage to their
great King.

All recite the Magnificat:
(Making the sign of the Cross)

My soul glorifies the Lord,  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her lowliness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almíghty works marvels for me. Holy his name!
His mércy is from age to áge,  on thóse who féar him.
He púts forth his arm in strength and scatters the proud-hearted.
He casts the míghty from their thrones  and raises the lówly.
He fills the starving with good thíngs, sends the rích away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant, remembering his mercy,
the mercy promised to our fáthers, to Abraham and his sons for ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

All: The star burned like a flame, pointing the way to God, the King of
kings; the wise men saw the sign and brought their gifts in homage to their
great King.
Leader: Many shall come from Sheba.
All: Bearing gold and incense.
Leader: O Lord, hear my prayer.
All: And let my cry come unto Thee.
Leader: Let us pray. O God, who by the guidance of a star did this day
reveal your Only Begotten Son to the Gentiles, grant that we who know You
by faith may be brought to the contemplation of the heavenly majesty,
through the same Christ, Our Lord.
All: Amen.
All: Be enlightened and shine forth, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come, and
upon thee is risen the glory of the Lord, Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin
Mary.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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( Reflection continued)
Leader: Nations shall walk in your light, and kings in the brilliance of your rising.
All: And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.
Leader: Let us pray. O Lord, Almighty God, bless this house that it may become a shelter of health, chastity,
self-conquest, humility, goodness, mildness, obedience to the commandments, and thanksgiving to God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Upon this house and those who dwell herein may Your blessing remain forever, through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
(The family proceed to the front door, unless the ritual began at the door and not at the manger).
Leader: The Three Wise Men Caspar (Write “C”), Melchior (leave a little gap then write “M”), and Balthasar (leave
a little gap then write “B”) followed the star of God’s Son who became man two thousand (Write “20” in front of “C”
with a gap in between) and twenty three years ago (Write “23” after “B” with a gap in between).
May Christ bless our dwelling (Mark a Cross “+” after “20”)
and remain with us throughout the new year (Mark a Cross “+” after “C”)
and grant that our comings and goings (Mark a Cross “+” after “M”)
will be in search of truth (Mark a Cross “+” after “B”).
Leader: Almighty God, incline your ear. May you bless us and all who are gathered here.
Send your holy angel who will defend us and fill with grace all who live here.
All: Amen.
 (If holy water is available, the house may now be blessed with holy water while an appropriate hymn such as

‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’ is sung. Otherwise, the final blessing may be done.)
We three Kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain following yonder star.
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night,

Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a babe on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever, ceasing never Over us all to reign. Refrain
Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh
Pray’r and praising, all men raising, Worship him God most high. Refrain
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain
Glorious now, behold Him arise, King and God sacrifice!
Alleluia, Alleluia Earth to Heav’n replies. Refrain.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Blessed chalk is to be disposed in soil rather than in the bin.)

Father, eternal shepherd, hear the prayers of Your people for Your servant Benedict,
who governed Your Church with love.
In Your mercy, bring him with the flock once entrusted to his care to the reward you have promised Your faithful
Servants.
May he who faithfully administered the mysteries of Your forgiveness and love on earth,
rejoice with you for ever in heaven.
2

In Your wise and loving care,You made Your servant teacher of all Your Church. He did the work of Christ on earth.
May Your Son welcome him into eternal glory.
May Your servant whom You appointed high priest of Your flock be counted now among the priests in the life of Your
Kingdom.
Give Your servant the reward of eternal happiness and let Your mercy win for us the gift of Your life and love.
We entrust Your servant to Your mercy with faith and confidence.
In the human family he was an instrument of Your peace and love.
May he rejoice in those gifts for ever with Your saints.
Amen.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel.   Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week            9-15 January 2023

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  3rd March at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Feasts of the Week
Fri 13 Saint Hilary, Bishop, Doctor

Church Cleaners Roster for January:
Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay, Jaminelle
Anderson and Henaa  Jawher
Linen:   Kathryn Desnica           Vacuum:  Justin Isaac

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick: Tony Kurisingal, Susan
Lobo-Bain,   Soo Sohn,  Lita Roazul  and those
with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His
healing hand.

       Margaret Waring
       10/09/1930~31/12/2022

        Parishioner of St Michael’s 1960~2010

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her.

Catholic Weekly cost is $2.00; please insert
your coin in the St Vincent de Paul poor box
located on top of the holy water font at Hughes
Street entrance.
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Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present
in the tabernacle.

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

Arthur Lee
Jim Lemcke
Dominic Bui

Robin Meehan
Faby Lobo

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon
Greg Desnica

Nick Radice
Carmelia Kossim

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Hennah Vinodh
Pauline Hendrawan

Mass to honour Servant of God Eileen
O’Connor  Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor invite
you to an annual Mass to mark the anniversary of
the death of Eileen O’Connor who is on the path to
becoming Australia’s next saint.
Date:   Tuesday 10 January 2023      Time: 11am
Venue: St Brigid’s Church Cnr Brook & Waltham
Sts, Coogee.

8 January at 11:00am

Caike Antonio Cases Diniz
Child of

PIETY STALL   Will reopen on Saturday 4th
February & Sunday 5th February 2023.


