
Entrance Antiphon:
Hail, Holy Mother, who gave
birth to the King, who rules
heaven and earth for ever.

1st Reading:   Num 6:22-27
They will call down my name on
the children of Israel, and I will
bless them

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 66(67):2-3,5,6,8

May God bless us
in his mercy.

2nd Reading: .
Galatians 4:4-7
When the appointed time came,
God sent his Son, born of a
woman.

Gospel Acclamation:
Heb 1:1-2
Alleluia, alleluia!
In the past God spoke to our
ancestors through the prophets;
now he speaks to us through his
Son.                              Alleluia!

Gospel:        Luke 2:16-21
The shepherds found Mary and
Joseph, and the infant lying in the
crib.. When the eighth day came
they gave him the name of Jesus.

Communion Antiphon:
Heb 13: 8
Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and for ever.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
A New Day!

       It is quite rare for New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day to occur over a
single weekend. As a result, Saturday evening Vigil will be the last Mass for
2022, and Sunday morning 8am will be the first Mass for 2023. Time-wise,
these two will be less than 24 hours apart. Yet in terms of sentimental value they
may be worlds apart.
         This demonstrates the importance of meaning and how our behaviours are
influenced accordingly. We like to place an emphasis on certain dates and
milestones. For instance, on birthdays and special wedding anniversaries (eg.
jubilees) people generally look happier than usual. Perhaps this is due in part to
the unwritten rule, which is to take extra care not to ruin these occasions.
Likewise, further efforts are made to be patient and charitable towards each
other. But the question is, what stops us from doing the same every other day?
After all, aren’t birthdays, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, or anniversaries,
basically ordinary days with added meaning? Do we not breathe and eat, wake
and sleep, as we do on the other ‘un-special’ days? In this sense, to be good
Christians, at all times we need to be consistent with our virtues. Just as for God
one day is like a thousand years (C.f. 2 Peter 3:8), we ought to treat every
mundane day like it is the most extraordinary. In other words, we are to live
each day meaningfully, not casually.
         Picture life as a giant stairwell that leads up to heaven. At times it may
seem tedious and laborious, but without the last step, there cannot be a next one.
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Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

Gospel
The shepherds hurried

away to Bethlehem and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in the manger. When they

saw the child they repeated what
they had been told about him,

and everyone who heard it was
astonished at what the

shepherds had to say. As for
Mary, she treasured all these

things and pondered them in her
heart. And the shepherds went

back glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen;
it was exactly as they had been
told.

    When the eighth day came and the child was to be
circumcised, they gave him the name Jesus, the name the

angel had given him before his conception.

Luke 2:16-21
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Therefore, even as some steps may appear unnecessary, unremarkable, or
even hazardous, we cannot skip over them if our intention is to continue. So
in order to ascend, we need to be steadfast and consistent in coordinating the
spiritual muscles of faith, hope, and charity.
         As we wrap up an old year to welcome a new one, we naturally ponder
how we want to make a new start. So let us think of all the aspirations,
hopes, and resolutions for the new year. Then may we apply the same
attitudes and efforts to each day, that we may live like it’s always a birthday,
an anniversary, or a special occasion. And why shouldn’t we rejoice and be
revitalised, since the Lord who ‘makes all things new’ (C.f. Rev. 21:5) is
willing to renew our tired spirits? Happy New Year and a blessed solemnity
of Mother Mary!
****
Prayer for the New Year (from USBBC)
On New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day, the household gathers at the table or at the
Christmas tree or manger scene. Many people make New Year’s Day a day of prayer
for peace.

All make the sign of the cross. The leader begins:
Let us praise the Lord of days and seasons and years, saying: Glory to God in the
highest!
R/. And peace to his people on earth!
The leader may use these or similar words to introduce the blessing:
Our lives are made of days and nights, of seasons and years, for we are part of a
universe of suns and moons and planets. We mark ends and we make beginnings and,
in all, we praise God for the grace and mercy that fill our days.

Then the Scripture is read, Book of Genesis 1:14-19:
Listen to the words of the Book of Genesis:
God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night. Let
them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries in the dome
of the sky, to shed light upon the earth.” And so it happened: God made the two great
lights, the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night; and he
made the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth, to
govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how
good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.

After a time of silence, members of the household offer prayers of thanksgiving for the
past year, and of intercession for the year to come. On January 1, it may be appropri-
ate to conclude these prayers with the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary since this is
the solemn feast of Mary, Mother of God. In conclusion, all join hands for the Lord’s
Prayer.

Then the leader continues: Let us now pray for God’s blessing in the new year.
After a short silence, parents may place their hands on their children in blessing as the
leader says: Remember us, O God; from age to age be our comforter. You have given
us the wonder of time, blessings in days and nights, seasons and years. Bless your
children at the turning of the year and fill the months ahead with the bright hope that is
ours in the coming of Christ. You are our God, living and reigning, forever and ever.
R/. Amen.
The leader says: Let us bless the Lord.
All respond, making the sign of the cross: Thanks be to God.
The prayer may conclude with the singing of a Christmas carol.

( Reflection continued)
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PULPIT POINTS                          1 January 2023
●Prue Car: MP. Believer in bigger things
●Lambs among Wolves: Aussie Catholics take their faith to
the streets
●Darkness at Christmas
●Anna Walsh: Start a spiritual reading book club
●Ladies! Go on retreat!
●When dying is about living

Collections from 23 Nov to 22 Dec 2022
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):    $4,387
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):    $5,480
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

MYSTERY OF ST MICHAEL and SECRETS OF ST
FAUSTINA:  A Series of Liturgical Gatherings in Australia,
6-13 January 2023
Parishioners are warmly invited to join Fr Peter Prusakiewicz
CSMA, in a series of liturgical gatherings from January 6-13
across dioceses in New South Wales. Fr Peter from Marki,
Poland, is a well travelled international speaker for over
twenty years and has spoken at many conferences, retreats
and parish missions all over the world.
Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to join  Fr Peter
for Holy Mass with Eucharistic Healing Service through
the intercession of St Michael the Archangel and Individ-
ual blessing with a relic of St Faustina with a devotion to
Divine Mercy (Flyers are at the church notice boards).
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ST MICHAEL AND
FR PETER PRUSAKIEWICZ CSMA:
https://stmichael.com/
http://stmichaelthearchangel.info/fr-peter.shtml

Caritas Australia Global Gifts
The funds raised from these cards go towards
supporting vulnerable communities around the globe,
including right here in Australia.
Gifts of Education. Gifts of Health. Gifts of
Empowerment. The beauty of these Global Gifts is
that they bring joy to their recipient and provide
someone in need the chance to build a better future.
This Christmas, please consider buying a gift that
changes lives.
Visit www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413
toll free to browse our range of Global Gifts cards
today.

PURPOSE RETREAT 2023.
Inviting all young adults and youth leaders (18-35) to come
along to a new archdiocesan retreat centered on the theme
KNOW, LOVE, SERVE.
Dates: 22-25 January
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre
Speakers include:   Bishop Richard Umbers, Fr. Ben Sali-
ba, Kristin Barlow, Sr Kathryn Kingsley MGL, Kevin and
Helen Wagner, Fr Chris Desousa and
Fr Dan McCaughan.
The retreat will offer fellowship, social time, free time,
food, sacraments, prayer, and more, all at the beautiful
Benedict XVI Retreat Centre near Richmond.
Places are limited so register today for an incredible
experience https://www.trybooking.com/CDXCV
For more information
contact info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Summer School of Evangelisation Sydney 2023,
8-15th January, Mt Carmel Retreat Centre,
Varroville NSW
Summer School is a week long, live in life-changing retreat
featuring live music, incredible worship, inspiring talks,
engaging liturgy, time to chill & learn…and more…in the
midst of a community of 150+ young people aged 16-35.
More info & bookings: summerschool.org.au
For more information contact Missionaries of God's Love
Sisters Ph: 0435 527 389  www.mglsisters.org

Divine Renovation Conference with Fr James
Mallon
On 10-12 February 2023, Divine Renovation will be
hosting their 2023 Divine Renovation Australasia
Conference in Sydney, Australia, with the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney as a Supporting Partner.

This conference will be a unique experience for active
parishioners and clergy who want to help lead the
parish from maintenance to mission. The conference
will feature talks and workshops from speakers
including Fr. James Mallon, Fr. Chris Ryan MGL and
Daniel Ang among many others, on the topics of
evangelisation and creating an invitational and
missionary church. This is also an opportunity to
connect with other parish leaders and hear inspiring
stories of parishes that have seen transformation by
prioritising mission.

For registration and more information,
visit https://divinerenovation.org/events/
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week           2 - 8 January 2023

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: resumes 3rd March at
                                                                         7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

Arthur Lee
Jim Lemcke
Dominic Bui

Family Mass
Youth readers

8:00:00
AM

Stephen Topple Joan D’Souza
Maureen Richardson

10:00AM Connie Buttiegieg Leoni Hamor
Nely Gasataya

Feasts of the Week
Mon 2 Saints Basil The Great & Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors
Tue 3 The Most Holy Name Of Jesus
Sat 7 Saint Raymond Of Penyafort, Priest
Sun 8 The Epiphany Of The Lord Solemnity

Church Cleaners Roster for January:
Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay, Jaminelle
Anderson and Henaa  Jawher
Linen:   Kathryn Desnica           Vacuum:  Justin Isaac

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick: Tony Kurisingal, Susan
Lobo-Bain,   Soo Sohn,  Lita Roazul  and those
with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His
healing hand.

  Recently Deceased:
         Agazio Riitano & Martin Iskandar
May the souls of the faithful departed through

Catholic Weekly cost is $2.00; please insert
your coin in the St Vincent de Paul poor box
located on top of the holy water font at Hughes
Street entrance.
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Christmas Offering envelopes are on the
pews. Please give generously  for the priests of the
Archdiocese who needs your support.

"PIETY STALL.  The Piety Stall is closed until
February 2023.  We will reopen on Saturday 4th  &
Sunday 5th February.  In the meantime, we wish
all of you a Happy New Year! "

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present
in the tabernacle.

RCIA   Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring the parish office on 9809 3536.

Volunteers Needed On Sunday, 8th Jan
after the 10am Mass, we will need
families/people to pack away the Christmas
decorations in the church.

Mass to honour Servant of God Eileen O’Connor
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor invite you to an annual Mass to
mark the anniversary of the death of Eileen O’Connor who is
on the path to becoming Australia’s next saint.
Date:   Tuesday 10 January 2023      Time: 11am
Venue: St Brigid’s Church Cnr Brook & Waltham Sts, Coogee.

COVID-19 update - Please  sanitise your
hands as you enter and exit the church.
PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE
UNWELL.


