
Mass during the day
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 9: 5
A child is born for us, and a son
is given to us; his sceptre of
power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called
Messenger of great counsel.

1st Reading:  Isaiah 52:7-10
All the ends of the earth shall see
the saving power of our God.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 97(98):1-6

All the ends of the
earth have seen
the saving power

of God.

2nd Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6
In our own time, God speaks to
us through his Son.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
A hallowed day has dawned
upon us. Come, you nations,
worship the Lord, for today a
great light has shone down
upon the earth.            Alleluia!

Gospel:            John 1:1-18
The Word was made flesh, and
lived among us

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 97: 3
All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
The light of Christ has come. Let us welcome him.

In my childhood days – decades ago, in a faraway land – it was not
uncommon for the whole family to share a single room. It’s rather
difficult to imagine how we managed to survive. But for all its challenges,
there may have been a single upside from my parents’ perspective. Every
morning, my mother could wake up all her children at once. Needless to
say, I wished to sleep in – some habits do last a lifetime! – but she would
resolutely switch on the ceiling light. My eyes hurt from the sudden burst
of light, the brightness of which would cause a momentary blindness.
Immediately, I would attempt to cover my face and hide under the
blanket. Unsurprisingly, my mother always won this battle, as she
promptly pulled it back down to expose my eyes to the light.
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Gospel
In the beginning was the Word: and

the Word was with God and the
Word was God. He was with God in

the beginning. Through him all
things came to be, not one thing
had its being but through him. All

that came to be had life in him and
that life was the light of men, a light
that shines in the dark, a light that

darkness could not overpower.
A man came, sent by God. His

name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the
light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming

into the world. He was in the world
that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He

came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to all
who believe in the name of him who was born not out of human stock

or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself.
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory,

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I
said: He who comes after me ranks before me because he existed

before me.’
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in
return for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses,

grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen
God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has

made him known.

John 1:1-18
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:         Monday - Closed
           Tuesday - Friday   9:00am- 4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
                    Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito and Cindrella Francis
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:

Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Danima Grace (Special Roster)
Constance Leung (Weekdays)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
                       (Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Aneela Pereira
4th Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
5th Saturday - Arlene Burton
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am - Reny Ng
4th & 5th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Other Ministry Leaders
Acolytes  - Arthur Lee
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

She was right to open my eyes against my will. For in hiding into
darkness, I wouldn’t get used to the light. That would mean  all the
gifts God has lined up for the day could be lost. Similarly, our
encounter with God may not be pleasant at first, but with trust, we
must persevere. Due to the remnants of original sin, we struggle with
an inexplicable tendency in appetite, of being attracted to evil despite
recognising it to be so – i.e. concupiscence. Likewise, fearing the
‘pain’ of light we often prefer to remain comfortable in darkness.
Thankfully, Christ’s Incarnation and Birth completely upends our
corrupted reason and inclination. He challenges us to open our eyes to
his eternal truth by abandoning spiritual sloth and moral laxity. He
takes away the blanket of darkness so we may be accustomed to his
light. For only then will we begin to recognise the everlasting treasures
worthy of our commitment.
At Christmas, a great light rose out of darkness. For on this very night
some two thousand years ago in a little town called Bethlehem, a child
would be born. He came to raise what was fallen, to save what had
died, and to bring forth his kingdom of light where darkness had once
reigned. Thus in the Book of Isaiah we hear; “The people that walked
in darkness has seen a great light.” Sadly, many were – and still are –
refusing to open their eyes to welcome him. But for those who choose
not to hide under their blanket, Christ invites us to perceive the world
and ourselves through his light of salvation.
When we are used to being in the dark, a sudden flash of light
momentarily blinds the vision before our eyes readjust. This initial
‘pain’ of light must be overcome in order to properly see. The light of
Christ has arrived already. But our transition from darkness into light
continues as we learn to renounce the comforts of sin to instead live in
the radiance of divine love. Therefore, the more we come out into his
heavenly light, the more shall we experience the gifts which God
graciously unfolds and reveals.
So let us welcome Christ. Let us come out into his light as the angel
assures, “Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy… a
Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  Merry Christmas!

( Reflection continued)

Holy Family Feast Prayer
MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother,

nourish our family with your faith and your love.
Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows

and joys.
JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse
 of Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in

 all times of discouragement or anxiety.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                      25 December 2022
●Prue Car: MP. Believer in bigger things
●Lambs among Wolves: Aussie Catholics take their faith to
the streets
●Darkness at Christmas
●Anna Walsh: Start a spiritual reading book club
●Ladies! Go on retreat!
●When dying is about living

Collections from 23 Nov to 22 Dec 2022
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):    $4,387
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):    $5,480
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

ANNUAL ST VINCENT’S DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL.
The funds will be used to support local families who often
have financial difficulties at this time of the year.  Enve-
lopes are in the pews and table at Hughes St entrance.
Whatever you can give will be greatly appreciated. Dona-
tions are tax deductible.

MYSTERY OF ST MICHAEL and SECRETS OF ST FAUSTINA:
A Series of Liturgical Gatherings in Australia, 6-13 January
2023
Parishioners are warmly invited to join Fr Peter Prusakiewicz
CSMA, in a series of liturgical gatherings from January 6-13
across dioceses in New South Wales.
Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to join  Fr Peter
for Holy Mass with Eucharistic Healing Service through
the intercession of St Michael the Archangel and Individ-
ual blessing with a relic of St Faustina with a devotion to
Divine Mercy (Flyers are at the church notice boards).
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ST MICHAEL AND
FR PETER PRUSAKIEWICZ CSMA:
https://stmichael.com/
http://stmichaelthearchangel.info/fr-peter.shtml

Caritas Australia Global Gifts
If you would like to give the gift of hope this Christmas,
why not buy a Global Gift?
Global Gifts are Caritas Australia’s charitable
Christmas cards. The funds raised from these cards go
towards supporting vulnerable communities around the
globe, including right here in Australia.
Gifts of Education. Gifts of Health. Gifts of
Empowerment. The beauty of these Global Gifts is that they
bring joy to their recipient and provide someone in need the
chance to build a better future.
This Christmas, please consider buying a gift that changes
lives.
Visit www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413 toll
free to browse our range of Global Gifts cards today.

PURPOSE RETREAT 2023.
Inviting all young adults and youth leaders (18-35) to
come along to a new archdiocesan retreat centered on
the theme KNOW, LOVE, SERVE.
Dates: 22-25 January
Location: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre
Speakers include:   Bishop Richard Umbers, Fr. Ben
Saliba, Kristin Barlow, Sr Kathryn Kingsley MGL,
Kevin and Helen Wagner, Fr Chris Desousa and
Fr Dan McCaughan.
The retreat will offer fellowship, social time, free
time, food, sacraments, prayer, and more, all at the
beautiful Benedict XVI Retreat Centre near Rich-
mond.
Places are limited so register today for an incredible
experience https://www.trybooking.com/CDXCV
For more information
contact info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Parish Financial Report for FY2022  is now available
to view at St Michael’s Meadowbank website:
https://www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au/finance-reports/

Christmas at the Cathedral -  Presented by
Paynter Dixon on 8-25 December at St Mary’s
Cathedral Forecourt. Festivities begin at 7pm with
Christmas market stalls, food, fun activities for the
kids and live entertainment. The signature light show
of Christmas art will start at 8:30pm.  Proceeds
raised will go directly towards providing relief and
recovery to the victims of the NSW flood disaster.



Roster 31 Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week  26 Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

Arthur Lee
Jim Lemcke
Dominic Bui

Cynthia Matusiak
Edmond Leong

8:00AM Stephen Topple Agnes Aldana
Nick Radice

10:00AM John Fillion Raul Nigli
Cindy Francis

Feasts of the Week
Mon 26 Saint Stephen, The First Martyr Feast
Tue 27 Saint John, Apostle, Evangelist Feast
Wed 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs Feast
Thu 29 Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
Fri 30 The Holy Family Feast
Sat 31 Saint Silvester I, Pope
Sun 1 Mary, Mother Of God Solemnity

Church Cleaners Roster for January:   Antoinette Van
der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay; Jaminelle Anderson & Henaa
Jawher       Linen:   Kathryn Desnica       Vacuum:  Justin

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick: Tony Kurisingal, Susan Lobo-Bain,
Soo Sohn,  Lita Roazul  and those with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His healing hand.

  Recently Deceased:    Agazio Riitano
May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy  of
God, rest in peace.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASS TIMES
24 December, Saturday

9:15am  Mass
5:30pm  Children’s Mass with Pageant

11:30pm  Christmas Carols
12:00am  Christmas Midnight Mass

25 December, Sunday
8:00am and 10:00am  Christmas Day Masses

31 December, Saturday
9:15am  Mass

5:30pm  Vigil Mass
1 January, Sunday

8:00am and 10:00am  New Year’s Day Masses

Catholic Weekly cost is $2.00; please insert
your coin in the St Vincent de Paul poor box
located on top of the holy water font at Hughes
Street entrance.
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Mass to honour Servant of God Eileen O’Connor
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor invite you to an annual Mass to
mark the anniversary of the death of Eileen O’Connor who is
on the path to becoming Australia’s next saint.
Date: Tuesday 10 January 2023    Time: 11am
Venue: St Brigid’s Church Cnr Brook & Waltham Sts, Coogee

PIETY STALL  Packets of CHRISTMAS CARDS
and COLUMBAN CALENDARS are for sale at the
table along Hughes Street entrance. Cards are $6
per packet and Calendars are $9 each. Please
put the money in the St Vincent de Paul poor box
not the box for the flowers.

Christmas Offering envelopes are on the pews. Please give
generously  for the priests of the Archdiocese who needs your
support.


