
Entrance Antiphon:
Phil 4: 4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I say, rejoice.  Indeed, the
Lord is near.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 35:1-6,10
God himself will come and save
us.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 145(146):6-10

Lord, come and
save us.

2nd Reading: James 5:7-10
You must also be patient; do not
lose heart, the Lord's coming will
be soon.

Gospel Acclamation:
Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me;  he sent me to bring Good
News to the poor.         Alleluia!

Gospel:       Matthew 11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come,
or must we wait for someone
else?

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Is 35: 4
Say to the faint of heart: Be
strong and do not fear. Behold,
our God will come, and he will
save us.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.”

This week we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent, otherwise known as
Gaudete (rejoice) Sunday. The colour rose (not pink) is used instead of the
violet which signifies a momentary break from the penitential character of
Advent, as the joy of the Lord’s arrival nears.

Christmas is certainly the season with universal appeal regardless of faith and
background. I can speak from personal experience, as years before my family’s
conversion to the faith we were putting up decorations in the house. After all,
who would say no to the display of bright and colourful adornments as well as
the sounds of bells and carols echoing through the streets? In addition to this, it
is the perfect excuse to throw parties and exchange presents. However, in recent
days, a shift in the cultural paradigm has prompted us to ring the alarm bells
rather than the Christmas bells – the absence of Christ in Christmas!

The Parish Bulletin
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Gospel
John in his prison had heard what
Christ was doing and he sent his

disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to
wait for someone else?’ Jesus

answered, ‘Go back and tell John
what you hear and see; the blind see
again, and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised to life and the Good
News is proclaimed to the poor; and
happy is the man who does not lose

faith in me.’     As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began
to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then
what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh
no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces.
Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: ‘Look, I am going to send my messenger

before you; he will prepare your way before you.
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a
greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the

least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

Matthew 11:2-11
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

About a decade ago, Christmas decorations were beginning to appear in the
shopping centres around late October. Nowadays, they are being spotted as
early as July. Never mind the Advent season, because it seems Christmas is
supposed to be celebrated straight after Easter. But should we be surprised,
when certain supermarket chains have the audacity to begin selling hot cross
buns from 26th Dec?
Nevertheless, the Church stresses the importance of observing a preparatory
season before Jesus’ arrival. For Advent allows us to be awake and ready
for the Second Coming of Christ while recalling his First. Accordingly, its
penitential character leads us to focus more on the spiritual life, especially
through repentance and purification in the Sacrament of Confession. In this
way, we can better prepare our souls to be readier and worthier to receive
Christ when he comes.
Sadly, Christmas is increasingly commercialised in our world, which tells
us to open our wallets and not our hearts, to prepare for the special deals and
extra bargains rather than the Nativity of Jesus. No longer are we encour-
aged to sing the ‘Gaudete’ for the Lord is near at hand. Instead, the Son of
God is being replaced by the likes of Santa, Rudolf, the Christmas sale, or
anything more pleasing to the senses than the soul.
Christmas is indeed a joyful season. After all, why should we not rejoice at
the Incarnation and Birth of the Saviour? Gaudete Sunday is a sneak
preview of the joy to come, for the Christmas season allows us to deeply
appreciate God’s infinite love and mercy. However, in order to engage with
its proper spiritual meaning, firstly we ought to calm our temporal appetites,
to empty ourselves and make room for his arrival. So for the rest of Advent
let us prepare well for the coming of our Lord. May we all receive him
joyfully in our hearts, when he comes again in glory. Gaudete in Domino
semper: iterum dico, gaudete!

( Reflection continued)

Pope Saint Pius X’s Prayer to Our Lady of
Guadalupe

Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Mystical Rose,

make intercession for the holy Church,
protect the Sovereign Pontiff,

help all those who invoke thee in their
necessities,

and since thou art the ever Virgin Mary
and Mother of the true God,

obtain for us from thy most holy Son
the grace of keeping our faith,

sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life,
burning charity

and the precious gift of final perseverance.
Amen.

  Advent Reconciliation in St Michael’s
  on Tuesday 20th December at 7:00pm

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                      11 December 2022
●Bossley Park lights up for Mary
●Jane Austen: LIFE COACH?
●Disability: Welcoming everyone
●Sydney Parishes set to welcome Theology of the Body
●Territories legislation. Euthanasia spreads
●Journey through Advent

Collections will be posted at the end of the month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

CatholicCare School Leaver Employment
Supports (SLES) helps young people develop
vocational skills to secure and retain employment. The
Program provides a critical bridge from leaving school
to work life for school leavers and young adults. The
preparatory courses Ready-Set-Go will equip you to
apply for and secure employment.We specialise in
hands-on training and work experience opportunities
with the following in-house programs: BariStars Cafe,
warehouse, retail, cleaning and gardening. To find out
more or to book a tour of our facilities call us on 13 18
19 or go to website
https://www.catholiccare.org/disability-
services/school-leaver-employment-support/

School Christmas Carols
Please join our school for Christmas Carols in the school
playground.
Bring a picnic rug/chairs, snacks and your best singing
voice! Everyone welcome Monday 12 December, 6-7pm
We will be collecting money for the Vinnies Christmas
Appeal so any donations will be gratefully received on the
night.

Parish Financial Report for FY2022 is now
available to view at St Michael’s Meadowbank web-
site:
https://www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au/finance

Jesse Tree - Please return your wrapped
gifts with the gift tag/card attached, under the Jesse
tree on or before 16 December.
You may also leave the gift in the
parish office.
No chocolates, biscuits and cups.
Your kindness and thoughtfulness is
greatly appreciated and will certainly put a smile to
our elderly residents. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL.
Our local conference of St Vincent de Paul is holding its
Christmas appeal this weekend.  The funds will be used to
support local families who often have financial difficulties
at this time of the year.  Envelopes can be found in the pews
and at the Hughes Street door.  They can be returned the
next weekend if necessary.  Whatever you can give will be
greatly appreciated.

That Catholic Shop - Christmas orders from Aid to the
Church in Need’s online store – That Catholic Shop – can
still be made all the way up to 19 December! Choose from
our broad range of religious gifts and receive free shipping
for orders over $100. Peruse our Christmas range at
www.thatcatholicshop.com

  We are looking for children who
   would like to read at Mass and/or to take
   part in the Nativity Play which will be held
   during the Children’s Christmas Eve Mass
   on  24th December at 5:30pm.  There will
  be a rehearsal on  Saturday 17th December

at 10:30am in the church. If your child is interested in
participating, please email marisa.squadrito@gmail.com.

A Choral Christmas Celebration 2022
Featuring St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and Sinfonia Australis
Friday 16 December Two Concerts (11am and 7pm)
Book now at www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc or
(02) 9220 0481.

Christmas Carols Under the Stars
with Live Entertainment and food stalls
Friday 16 Dec  7:30pm at St John Paul
II Maronite Church
826 Victoria Rd Ryde

Christmas at the Cathedral -  Presented by Paynter
Dixon on 8-25 December at St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food,
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment. The signa-
ture light show of Christmas art will start at 8:30pm.
Proceeds raised will go directly towards providing relief
and recovery to the victims of the NSW flood disaster.

Christmas Shopping ? Come and see Flame Gifts first
for a large range of Christmas gifts, nativity sets, Christmas
trees and decorations. Also, a great selection of cards and
gifts for all occasions. There is something for everyone.
You can find us at Holy Spirit Parish - Shop 2, 195 Cox’s
Road, North Ryde
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week  12 - 18 December 2022

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  6th January at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee
 Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui

Clera Deb
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM Stephen Topple Agnes Aldana
Carmelia Kossim

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Odette Sequeira
Jonathan Ling

Feasts of the Week
Mon 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
Tue 13 Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr
Wed 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Church Cleaners Roster for December:   Emily Amores,
Cherise Cavalleri, Christine Dutturi, Theresa Mourani and Rita
Wang          Linen: TBA        Vacuum:  Basil Cafizzi

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

PIETY STALL. Packets of CHRISTMAS CARDS and
COLUMBAN CALENDARS are now on sale at the Hughes
Street door of the church. Cards are $6 per packet and
Calendars are $9 each.
Please put the money in the poor box (St Vincent’s de Paul) at
Hughes Street entrance; not the box for the flowers.

Prayer for the sick: Tony Kurisingal, Susan Lobo-Bain,
Soo Sohn,  Lita Roazul  and those with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His healing hand.

  Recently Deceased:
 Eddy Morsillo,  Frank Hall and Grace Andres.

May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy
God, rest in peace.

Baptisms on Sunday
           11 December at 11am

           Nathan Nguyen
            Child of

           Jason Nguyen & Diana de Borja

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal As millions
of people are likely to be displaced due to Russia’s
invasion, your support is more important than ever
for the people of Ukraine. Go to
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/ukraine/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Advent Reconciliation:  Other churches
Denistone, St Therese              Fri 16 Dec 7:30pm
Marsfield, St Anthony             Thu 15 Dec 7:30pm
North Ryde, Holy Spirit          Tue 20 Dec 7:00pm
Ryde,  St Charles Borromeo    Tue 21 Dec 7:30pm
Hunters Hill, Holy Name of Mary Tue 20 Dec
                                                        6:30pm
Eastwood, St Kevin’s              Thu 22 Dec 7:30pm

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASS TIMES

24th December, Saturday
5:30pm  Children’s Mass with Pageant

11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am  Christmas Midnight Mass

25th December, Sunday
8:00am  and 10:00am  Christmas Day Masses

31st  December, Saturday
5:30pm  Vigil Mass

1st January, Sunday
8:00am  and 10:00am  New Year’s Day Masses

Note: There still be Masses on 24th & 31st December
Saturday at 9:15am

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/

