
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 30: 19, 30
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make
the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

1st Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17

Justice shall
flourish in his

time, and fullness
of peace for ever.

2nd Reading:
Romans 15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation
of God.                           Alleluia!

Gospel:       Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.

Communion Antiphon:
Bar 5: 5; 4: 36
Jerusalem, arise and stand
upon the heights,  and behold
the joy which comes to you
from God.
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Benedict XVI’s Angelus Homily. 2nd Sunday of Advent,
5 Dec 2010.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel of this Second Sunday of Advent (Mt 3:1-12), presents to us the
figure of St John the Baptist, who, a famous prophecy of Isaiah says (cf. 40:3),
withdrew to the desert of Judaea and, with his preaching, called the people to
convert so as to be ready for the coming of the Messiah, now at hand.

St Gregory the Great commented that John the Baptist “preaches upright faith
and good works… so that the force of grace may penetrate, the light of the truth
shine out, the paths to God be straightened and honest thoughts be born in the
mind after hearing the word that guides us to goodness” (Hom. in Evangelia,
XX, 3, CCL 141, 155).
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Gospel
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and
this was his message: ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This
was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of

when he said: “A voice cries in the
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.” This man John

wore a garment made of camel-hair
with a leather belt round his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey.
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and
the whole Jordan district made their

way to him, and as they were baptised
by him in the river Jordan they

confessed their sins. But when he saw
a number of Pharisees and

Sadducees coming for baptism he said to
them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do

not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,”
because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any

tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the
fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me
is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his
hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the

barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

Matthew 3:1-12
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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4th Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
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1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am - Reny Ng
4th & 5th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
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Acolytes  - Arthur Lee
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
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St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

The Precursor of Jesus, situated between the Old Covenant and the New, is
like a star that heralds the rising of the Sun, of Christ, the One, that is, upon
whom — according to another of Isaiah’s prophecies — “the Spirit of the
Lord shall rest... the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord” (Is 11:2).

In the Season of Advent we too are called to listen to God’s voice, that cries
out in the desert of the world through the Sacred Scriptures, especially when
they are preached with the power of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, faith grows all
the stronger the more it allows itself to be illumined by the divine word, by
“whatever”, as the Apostle Paul reminds us, “was written in former days
[and] written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encourage-
ment of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom 15:4).

The model of listening is the Virgin Mary: “As we contemplate in the
Mother of God a life totally shaped by the word, we realize that we too are
called to enter into the mystery of faith, whereby Christ comes to dwell in
our lives. Every Christian believer, St Ambrose reminds us, in some way
interiorly conceives and gives birth to the word of God” (Post-Synodal
Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini, n. 28).

Dear friends, “Our salvation rests on a coming”, as Romano Guardini wrote
(La santa notte. Dall’Avvento all’Epifania, Brescia 1994, p. 13). “The
Saviour came from God’s freedom…. Thus the decision of faith consists...
in welcoming the One who draws near” (ibid., p. 14).

“The Redeemer”, he added, “comes to every human being: in his joy and his
anguish, in his clear knowledge, in his perplexities and temptations, in all
that constitutes his nature and his life” (ibid., p. 15).

Let us ask the Virgin Mary, in whose womb the Son of the Most High
dwelled and whom we shall be celebrating next Wednesday, 8 December,
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, to sustain us on this
spiritual journey to welcome with faith and with love the coming of the
Saviour.

( Reflection continued)

O Most Holy Virgin, immacu-
late in body and spirit, look

kindly on me as I implore your
powerful intercession. O most

Holy Mother, receive my
prayers as I present them to
God. O Mary, Mother of

Jesus and our Mother, you in-
tercede for us with your Son. O

Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse

to thee. Our Lady of the Immac-
ulate Conception, pray for us.

AMEN

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net


Vol 12 Issue 2             3 / 4 December 2022

PULPIT POINTS                       4 December 2022
• Back on the Streets. Fr Chris Riley opens up about his
‘Miracle’ recovery
• Our game plan is Heaven. Gymea launches Labouré
lecture
• The atheist who entered the Church
• Faith in the marketplace
• Get ready for ... The Catechism in a Year
• The goodness of wine

Collections will be posted at the end of the month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

CatholicCare School Leaver Employment
Supports (SLES) helps young people develop
vocational skills to secure and retain employment. The
Program provides a critical bridge from leaving school
to work life for school leavers and young adults. The
preparatory courses Ready-Set-Go will equip you to
apply for and secure employment.We specialise in
hands-on training and work experience opportunities
with the following in-house programs: BariStars Cafe,
warehouse, retail, cleaning and gardening. To find out
more or to book a tour of our facilities call us on 13 18
19 or go to website
https://www.catholiccare.org/disability-
services/school-leaver-employment-support/

Christmas at the Cathedral -  Presented by Paynter
Dixon on 8-25 December at St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food,
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment. The signa-
ture light show of Christmas art will start at 8:30pm.
Proceeds raised will go directly towards providing relief and
recovery to the victims of the NSW flood disaster.

Volunteer Thank you Breakfast - St Michael's Prima-
ry school is hosting a breakfast to thank our school and
parish volunteers. All welcome at the Bush Hall. Tuesday
6 December, 8am- 9am

Parish Financial Report for FY2022 is now
available to view at St Michael’s Meadowbank web-
site:
https://www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au/finance

Worldwide Women’s Rosary Join with women
around the world to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary on the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Thursday
8 December  at  St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt
*11am - Rosary *12pm - Confession *1:10pm - Mass

the iWitness Conference 2022 - Theme “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart”. The conference is
happening at The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell
Tops from Thursday 15th December at 6:30pm to
Sunday 18th December 2022 2:00pm.
iWitness is an incredible Catholic conference which
has been changing the lives of young adult Catholics
in Sydney (18-35 years old). The conference includes
inspiring talks, prayer, perpetual adoration, games,
meals, accomodation and rest from busy lives.
Full Conference $335 (Thurs to Sun); Weekend only
$250 (Fri evening to Sun) To register go to
www.iwitnessconference.com/conference
Address: 51 Bendena Gardens, Stanwell Tops NSW
2508

Catholic Mission Parish Appeal for Ehiopia – 3 &
4 December The program aims to prevent malnutrition in
babies and young children and help disadvantaged families
provide food for their loved ones. Your donation will help
in the establishment of a Deberety Goat Rearing Centre at
Emdibir, Ethiopia. Envelopes are now in the church pews.
Your gift this Christmas can bring hope to families in
need. Please donate generously.  Donations of $2 and
more are tax deductible.

Grandparent's of  St Michael’s - inaugural
Christmas Lunch at Ryde- Eastwood Leagues on
Wednesday 7 December at 12pm. Purchase your own
lunch and drinks at the Social Club. Please RSVPFamily
Educator, Kirrily to book a table on
kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au

We are looking for children who would like to
read at Mass and/or to take part in the Nativity Play
which will be held during Children’s Christmas Eve
Mass  on 24th December at 5:30pm. There will be a

rehearsal on Saturday 17th December at 10.30am in the
church. If your child is interested in participating,
please email marisa.squadrito@gmail.com.

Thanksgiving Mass for Auxiliary Bishop Terence
Brady Everyone is welcome to honour Bishop Brady
following his recent retirement after almost 40 years of
service as a religious, priest and finally bishop.  Friday
9 December 7pm St Mary’s Cathedral Principal Celebrant:
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week      5 - 11 December 2022

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  6th January at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee
 Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui

TBA
TBA

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Nick Radice
Judith Orrock

10:00AM John Fillion
Connie Buttigieg

Joan D’Souza
Cindy Francis

Feasts of the Week
Tue 6 Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Wed 7 Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor
Thu 8 The Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed
Virgin Mary Solemnity
Fri 9 Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Sat 10 Our Lady Of Loreto

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Church Cleaners Roster for December: Emily Amores,
Cherise Cavalleri, Christine Dutturi, Theresa Mourani and
Rita Wang          Linen: TBA        Vacuum:  Basil Cafizzi

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Recently Deceased:
Eddy Morsillo, Margaret McDonald,
Frank Hall, Juan de Dios Meza and
Lourdes Temprosa.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy God, rest in peace.

THE PIETY STALL  We is open on Sat. 3/12 & Sun. 4/12).
Packets of CHRISTMAS CARDS  and COLUMBAN
CALENDARS  are on sale at Hughes Street entrance. Cards are
$6.00 per packet and Calendars are $9.00 each. Please put the
money in the poor box (St Vincent’s de Paul box) on top of the
water font at Hughes Street entrance.

Jesse Tree - The annual St. Michael’s Jesse Tree
provides Christmas gifts to residents of  Estia and
Meadowbank Grove Nursing Homes. The Jesse Tree
has now been placed in the back foyer of the church.
Please take a tag or two from the tree. Place your
wrapped gift, with the gift tag/card attached,  under the
Jesse tree. You may also leave the gift at the parish
office.  The nursing homes have supplied us with gift
suggestions as follows: - Body lotion - Hand cream -
Pjs and nighties (medium or large) -
Polo shirts - Nail polish - Deodorant –
Perfume.
No chocolates, biscuits and cups.
Your kindness and thoughtfulness
is greatly appreciated and will
certainly put a smile to our elderly
residents. Gifts are due on 16 Dec.

Prayer for the sick: Sue Bain,  Constance
Leung,  Soo Sohn, and those with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His

healing hand.

Congratulations and best wishes to
Nancy Berger on her 100th Birthday on  6th
December 2022.

St Vincent de Paul is holding its Christmas ap-
peal next weekend.  The funds will be used to sup-
port local families who often have financial
difficulties at this time of the year.   Envelopes can
be found in the pews and at the Hughes street
door.  They can be returned next weekend if neces-
sary.  Whatever you can give will be really appre-
ciated."

Advent Reconciliation  Tuesday  20th  December at
7:00pm.


