
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 24: 1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my
God. In you, I have trusted; let
me not be put to shame. Nor let
my enemies exult over me; and
let none who hope in you be put
to shame.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 2:1-5
The Lord will gather all nations
in eternal peace in the kingdom of
God

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 121:1-2,4-5,6-9

Let us go rejoicing
to the house of the

Lord.

2nd Reading:
Romans 13:11-14
The time has come, our salvation
is near.

Gospel Acclamation:
Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and
love, and grant us your
salvation.                      Alleluia!

Gospel:
Matthew 24:37-44
Stay awake, you must be ready.

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 84: 13
The Lord will bestow his
bounty,
and our
earth shall
yield its
increase.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
He is coming. Stay awake and stand ready.
“If a householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come,
he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break
through the wall of his house.” How interesting that our Lord used the imagery
of a burglar to alert us about his Second Coming? After all, for the majority of
those present at his Crucifixion, their last memory of him was how he suffered
and died. However, the Saviour, who was treated the same as the two thieves
shall return as if he also was a burglar, surreptitiously and without prior
warning. Therefore, as we begin Advent the readings urge us to stay awake,
because we do not know the day or the hour when our master would come.
Some of you might have seen “Hacksaw Ridge”, a film based on the true story
of an American World War II soldier. There is a scene in which the protagonist
and his comrade were keeping a night watch as part of a smaller group, while
the majority of the soldiers were asleep. Therefore, the alertness of the whole
army depended on this tiny group of night guards. If they fell asleep, the entire
troops would meet their doom. If they stayed awake yet neglected to alert
others, again, it would be as if the whole camp was asleep. So despite their
being a minority, these night guards would play a crucial role, as their faithful-
ness in duty would impact the fate of the rest.
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1st Sunday of Advent  

Gospel
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it

was in Noah’s day, so will it be when
the Son of Man comes. For in those
days before the Flood people were

eating, drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands, right up to the day Noah

went into the ark, and they suspected
nothing till the Flood came and swept
all away. It will be like this when the

Son of Man comes. Then of two men
in the fields one is taken, one left; of
two women at the millstone grinding,

one is taken, one left.
    ‘So stay awake, because you do not know the
day when your master is coming. You may be

quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what
time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed

awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through
the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not

expect.’

Matthew 24:37-44
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

So how does this relate to our own dutiful watch for Christ’s second
coming? ‘Stay awake and stand ready’, our Lord told us, time and again.
Who are the first to listen and heed his call? Like the guards on their night
watch, we, his disciples, are the first to hear our Lord’s words, identify the
hazards, then act on them. Indeed, we the faithful are in a privileged position
as the recipients of divine wisdom and the sacred teachings of the Holy
Mother Church. But this is an advantage which comes with greater respon-
sibilities. By virtue of our Baptism, we have inherited Christ’s threefold
office of priest, king and prophet. According to the catechism, our prophetic
office means we “are called to be witnesses to Christ in all circumstances
and at the very heart of the community of mankind.” (CCC 942) Therefore,
when our Lord tells us to stay awake, it is an invitation to exercise our
prophetic mission – to spread the Good News and combat the world’s
immoral ideologies which violate human dignity.
In this sense, we become, so to speak, the night guards for our world. Not
only do we keep a watch for ourselves, but zealously alert others whenever
danger appears. Loss of objective morality, attacks against freedom of
conscience and religious belief, social and political injustice, persecution of
the weak and vulnerable, and so on – these are the most insidious threats to
humanity, about which we must warn the rest. In faithfully keeping our
night watch, we must risk the angry reactions from our peers, who prefer to
be comfortably slumbering. No one likes to wake up from sleep. Most
would rather turn a blind eye than ask the deeper, challenging questions.
However, if we neglect our duty to alert our brethren, who will save these
comrades from being destroyed by the enemy?
Advent is a time to re-live the mystery of Christ’s First Coming and
simultaneously prepare for his Second Coming. It is a season which calls for
a greater witness – for we have seen, heard and experienced what the rest of
the world have not. At Christ’s Incarnation, we prophesy that God has
become man in order to save our fallen humanity. At his Passion and Death,
we proclaim the infinite love and mercy of God on the Cross. At his
Resurrection, we profess that the Saviour has conquered sin, thus salvation
is now at hand. So as we eagerly long for the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise
to return in his heavenly glory, let us take up our spiritual arms against the
false doctrines of our world, by courageously witnessing to the truths of our
Catholic faith.
“So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is
coming… You must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”

( Reflection continued)

Advent Prayer
Heavenly Father, heal my heart during this season of Advent. Help me to
love more fully. To forgive more generously. To wait more patiently for
Christmas, embracing each day and hour knowing the joy that awaits.

Increase my strength of will for doing good that Christ may find an
eager welcome at His coming and call us to His side in the kingdom of
heaven, where He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                      27 November 2022
●Theology of the Body. Christopher West heads to Sydney.
●NSW Floods: Refugees return the favour
●“I’ll close them all”. NT Bishop confronts government
over schools
●The Shadow Bishops
●Knights and Dames: Ten Sydneysiders honoured
●Christmas at the Cathedral Lights

Collections from 26 October to 23 November
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):   $5,189
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):   $8,104
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

Thank you for supporting the CWF November
Parish Appeal- collection to date is $2,503. Your
generous gift will provide care for the most vulnerable
in our community and provide support to CWF 6 min-
istries. For more information  visit
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf. Christmas at the Cathedral - Presented by Paynter

Dixon on 8-25 December at St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food,
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment. The signa-
ture light show of Christmas art will start at 8:30pm.

Redefining Normal: Mental Health, Alcohol and
Other Drugs Workshop Hosted by the Catholic Archdi-
ocese of Sydney’s Justice and Peace Office. A practical
workshop  for individuals, families, carers, faith and com-
munity leaders. Thur. 1 Dec 8:30am-1:00pm 38 Renwick
St, Leichhardt.      Register :
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/redefining-normal-
mental-health-alcohol-other-drugs-aod-workshop-
tickets-421083380727

Advent Walking Pilgrimage through the CBD or-
ganised by Ryde Network Family Educators on Fri. 2 Dec.
Pilgrimage locations  Mary Mackillop Place, Harbour
Bridge, St Patrick's Church Hill & St Mary's Cathedral.
BYO food, Opal card for train travel, water and wear good
walking shoes. Meet outside school gates at 8.30am sharp.
Email kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au to RSVP.

STAY AWAKE! Prepare for the Coming of
Christ – Free Advent Companion 2022
booklet This booklet contains Gospel readings for the
Sundays of Advent and Christmas, and spiritual
reflections by Bishop Danny Meagher, Mrs Tania Rimac,
Sr Mary Julian Ekman RSM, Dr Michael Casey and Fr
Benjamin Saliba. Designed for individual or group
prayer, either in-person or online. The booklet is
available at Hughes street entrance or download at
www.gomakedisciples.org.au

Men’s Rosary Crusade offering reparation and repent-
ance to God on the ‘First Saturday’ of each month in hon-
our of Our Lady of Fatima and Her requests. Last gathering
for 2022 on the Feast of St Francis Xavier – Relic available
for veneration Sat 3 Dec 2022 11:00am – St Mary’s Cathe-
dral Forecourt: Men’s Rosary Crusade;  12:00pm – Mass at
St Marys Cathedral.

Worldwide Women’s Rosary Join with women around
the world to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary on the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Thursday 8
December St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt 11am- Rosary
12pm-Confession  1:10pm Mass

the iWitness Conference 2022 - Theme “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart”. The conference is
happening at The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell
Tops from Thursday 15th December at 6:30pm to
Sunday 18th December 2022 2:00pm.
iWitness is an incredible Catholic conference which
has been changing the lives of young adult Catholics
in Sydney (18-35 years old). The conference includes
inspiring talks, prayer, perpetual adoration, games,
meals, accomodation and rest from busy lives.
Full Conference $335 (Thurs to Sun); Weekend only
$250 (Fri evening to Sun)
To register go to
www.iwitnessconference.com/conference
Address: 51 Bendena Gardens, Stanwell Tops NSW
2508

Catholic Mission Parish Appeal for Ehiopia–
Be part of a life-changing program which aims to prevent
malnutrition , especially in babies and young children and
help disadvantaged families provide food for their loved
ones. Your donation will help in the establishment of a De-
berety Goat Rearing Centre at Emdibir, Ethiopia. Envelopes
are now in the church pews. Your gift can bring hope for
families in need. Please donate generously. Donations of
$2 and more are tax deductible.

COVID-19 update - Please  sanitise your  hands as
you enter and exit the church.
PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week        28 Nov - 4 Dec 2022

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                    advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  2nd December at 7pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee
 Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui

Family Mass Youth
readers

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Gregory Cheng
Catherine Hilder

10:00AM John Fillion Jeremy Billings
Pauline Hendrawan

Feasts of the Week
Wed 30 Saint Andrew, Apostle Feast
Sat 3 Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Church Cleaners Roster for November: Emily Amores,
Cherise Cavalleri, Christine Dutturi, Theresa Mourani and Rita
Wang  Linen: TBA          Vacuum:  Basil Cafizzi

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
RCIA Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please ring the
parish office on 9809 3536.

Baptisms on Sunday
27 November
at 11am

  Michael & Roman Saad
 Children of

 Joud and Melanie Saad

Recently Deceased:
Margaret McDonald, Frank Hall,
Margaret Ranford, Juan de Dios Meza and
Lourdes Temprosa.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy God, rest in peace.

Congratulations and best wishes to
Nancy Burgess on her 100th Birthday on  6th
December 2022.

THE PIETY STALL  We will be open Sat. 3/12 & Sun. 4/12).
Packets of CHRISTMAS CARDS  and COLUMBAN
CALENDARS  will be on sale at the Hughes Street entrance.
Cards are $6.00 per packet and Calendars are $9.00 each.
Please put the money in the poor box (St Vincent’s de Paul
box) at the Hughes Street door.

Jesse Tree - The annual St. Michael’s Jesse
Tree provides Christmas gifts to residents of  Estia
and Meadowbank Grove Nursing Homes. The
Jesse Tree has now been placed in the back foyer
of the church. Please take a tag or two from the
tree. Please place your wrapped gift, with the gift
tag/card attached,  under the Jesse tree. You may
also leave the gift at the parish office.  The nursing
homes have supplied us with gift suggestions as
follows: - Body lotion - Hand cream - Pjs and
nighties (medium or large) - Polo
shirts - Nail polish - Deodorant –
Perfume.
No chocolates, biscuits and cups.
Your kindness and thoughtfulness
is greatly appreciated and will
certainly put a smile to our elderly
residents. Gifts are due on 16 Dec.
Prayer for the sick: Sue Bain,  Constance
Leung,  Soo Sohn, and those with COVID.
May our loving Jesus Christ touch them with His
healing hand.

First Friday Mass 2nd December at 7:00pm.


