
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 37: 22-23
Forsake me not, O Lord, my
God; be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my
help,  O Lord, my strong
salvation!

1st Reading:
Wisdom 11:22-12:2
You have mercy on all things
because you love everything that
exists.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 144:1-2,8-11,13-14

I will praise your
name for ever,

my king and my
God.

2nd Reading:
2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2
The name of our Lord Jesus
Christ will be glorified in you,
and you in him

Gospel Acclamation:
John 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
God loved the world so much,
he gave us his only Son, that all
who believe in him might have
eternal life.                  Alleluia!

Gospel:          Luke 19:1-10
The Son of Man came to seek and
to find that which was lost.

Communion Antiphon:
May the working of your power, O
Lord, increase in us, we pray, so that,
renewed by these heavenly
Sacraments, we may be prepared by
your gift for receiving what they
promise.

29 / 30 October 2022
St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

  Vol. 11 Issue 84

“Should Catholics celebrate Halloween?” (An article on
Catholic Weekly on 2nd Oct 2012, by Fr. John Flader)

Q. Halloween seems to be gaining popularity in this country and I have a
problem with it, with the witches and goblins and the trick-or-treating.
Should Catholics, or other Christians for that matter, be involved in a pagan
custom like this?

I don’t want to tell you whether you or your children should be involved in
celebrating Halloween, but I can give you some background to shed light on
the matter.

First of all, the name Halloween is Christian. It means, simply, hallows
evening, saints evening, and it refers to the vigil of All Hallows Day, All Saints
Day, celebrated on November 1. “Hallow” is an old English word for saint. We
use the word in the Our Father when we say “hallowed be thy name”, may your
name be held holy.

The feast of All Saints has been celebrated on 1 November since the pontificate
of Pope Gregory III (731-741). In 732 that pope consecrated a chapel in St
Peter’s Basilica in Rome dedicated to all the saints, and he fixed the annual
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Gospel
Jesus entered Jericho and
was going through the town
when a man whose name
was Zacchaeus made his
appearance: he was one of

the senior tax collectors and a
wealthy man. He was anxious

to see what kind of man
Jesus was, but he was too
short and could not see him
for the crowd. So he ran

ahead and climbed a
sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that
way. When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to

him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your
house today.’ And he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully.
They all complained when they saw what was happening. ‘He
has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said. But Zacchaeus
stood his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to

give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody I
will pay him back four times the amount.’ And Jesus said to him,
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is
a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and

save what was lost.’

Luke 19:1-10
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

celebration for 1 November. A century later Pope Gregory IV (827-844)
extended the feast to the universal Church and it has been celebrated on 1
November ever since (cf J. Flader, Question Time 2, q. 274). The feast was
so important that from the beginning it was celebrated with a vigil, or
liturgical celebration on the evening before the feast. The vigil came to be
known popularly as Hallowe’en, hallows evening. Even today the feast of
All Saints is celebrated as a liturgical solemnity with a vigil on the evening
before.

But why the witches and goblins, pumpkins lit up by a candle and trick-or-
treating? For this we have to go back to the early Celts. The ancient Celtic
peoples of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Brittany celebrated on 1 November
the beginning of the new year and the coming of winter. On the night before
the new year they celebrated the festival of Samhain, the Lord of the Dead.
They believed that the spirits of the dead, both good and evil, including
ghosts, witches and goblins, wandered on earth again that night, and in order
to scare away the evil spirits they would light bonfires and wear masks.
Thus they were not embracing the ghosts and witches and other evil spirits
but rather trying to scare them away.

As regards the custom of children going from door to door asking for lollies
and other types of food, commonly known as trick-or-treating, it may have
its origins in an Irish custom that goes back hundreds of years. Groups of
farmers would go door-to-door collecting food and other items for a village
feast and bonfire. Those who gave food were assured of prosperity and those
who did not were threatened with bad luck. It seems that the Irish immi-
grants to the United States in the 19th century took this custom with them
and so trick-or-treating came to be associated with Halloween.

As a boy I grew up with the custom in the US, where it was completely
harmless and lots of fun for everyone. But reflecting on it later in life I have
come to question the aspect of playing a trick on people who did not give
treats. This could consist in rubbing their windows with a bar of soap or
other equally harmless acts.

What I do not like about it is the fact that it introduces children to what in
adults would be called a protection racket: threatening people with harm if
they do not pay a sum of money. I do not want to give this undue impor-
tance, because children are innocent and do not understand the full implica-
tions of what they are doing, but simply to point out its possible
implications. If children today do not play a trick on those who do not give
them anything, so much the better. And as for the pumpkins, again we go
back to the Irish, who would hollow out a turnip and place a lighted candle
inside to ward off evil spirits. When the Irish went to America, they found
the much larger pumpkin a better solution.

So that is the background to Halloween, which has both pagan and Christian
origins. If children want to live the custom, they can be told about the
Christian origins of the name and the feasts of All Saints and All Souls.
They might be suggested to give some of the treats they receive to poor
children, through a charity, so that they do not see the feast as an opportunity
to indulge themselves.

( Reflection continued)

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                         30 October 2022
• Culture Wars V Common Sense
• Archbishop Fisher: Historic U.S. speech
• Families reclaim Halloween
• Saint John Paul II Shrine opens
• Book review: Ring of Power: Any Good?
• An icon for New Zealand

Collections from 23 September to 25 October 2022
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):    $6,076
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):   $9,353
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100000109
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number:  100012008
   Account Name:  St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary (QMHR) –
Missionaries of the Poor Christmas Appeal.
Support the 250 Brothers and Sisters who dedicate
their lives to caring for over 550 disabled and
abandoned children, adults and elderly in Jamaica.
They need baby products, non perishable food items,
household items and health & beauty products. Put
your donation in a box at Hughes St entrance.
Contact Rita Tohme on 0413 524 452 for more
information. The box will be picked up on 6th

November (last day of p/up). Lets make this
Christmas a very Blessed one for those in need!

ALL SOULS DAY MASS
WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2022
Masses will be at 9:15am and 7:00pm

- As last year the front Alcove (St Joseph) will become the
Shrine of Remembrance for loved ones who have passed
away.
- A Book of Remembrance will be available with names of
your deceased loved ones that are included in the November
Mass for the Holy Souls envelopes.
- The names will not be read out during Masses but Fr Em-
manuel will offer the Masses for all during the month of
November.
- During November, 10 minutes before each Mass, a book
bearer will move the Book of Remembrance from the alcove
to the table in front of the altar, light the angel candles, and
say a prayer (provided on table). Family members/friends of
the deceased are invited to participate in the prayer.
- A roster sheet to indicate which mass you wish to participate
will be available  on a table at the entrance of Hughes Street
from Tuesday 25th October 2022.

** The Remembrance Book will be available for all to write
prayers and messages from Friday 28th October 2022.
**  There will be a platform set up in the Alcove for you to
place photos or mementos of your loved ones, as well as
flowers;  these will remain for the month of November.
** The votive candle stand will be moved to the Alcove for
All Souls Day and the month of November.

Instructions for the November Book Bearer
1. 10 minutes prior to Mass, the registered book bearer (with
family) goes to the Alcove of Remembrance (front, right side).
2. Pick up the Book of Remembrance and move it to the table
set in front of the left ambo (Reader’s Lectern).
3. Light the Angel candles.
4. Say the prayer provided on the table.
5. Genuflect/bow to the tabernacle. Return to seat.

*Please register beforehand on the roster sheet to indicate at
which Mass you wish to participate. (Available on a table at
the entrance of Hughes Street from Tuesday 25th October
2022)
**In case of an unplanned absence or lateness, the above will
be carried out by another volunteer before Mass.

CWF November Parish Appeal - Charitable
Works Fund (CWF) Parish Appeal will be held  next
weekend 5th-6th November. The CWF supports a
range of charities and ministries, including the Good
Shepherd Seminary, Catholic Care, the Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, the Ephpheta Centre for the deaf
and hearing impaired, Aboriginal Catholic Ministries,
and university, hospital and prison Chaplaincies.
Donation of $2 or more is tax deductible. For more
info go to www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf .

Mass for the Holy Souls envelopes are at the table
along Hughes Street entrance. Place your duly completed
envelopes during Mass in the 2nd collection bag. The
names written on these envelopes will be included in the
Book of Remembrance.
There will be no daily Mass offerings for the
month of November.

You are not alone: A day for couples without
kids Have you been unable to, or are struggling to
have children due to infertility, miscarriage or still
birth?  Please consider attending the “You are not
alone” day retreat held on the 12th of November at the
Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality Centre, Mulgoa. Facilitator
Life Marriage and Family team in collaboration with
the Emmanuel Community. Include Mass, talks,
prayer, reflection and couple sharing. Places limited
please RSVP by 4 November
at www.trybooking.com/CCDHI
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week        31 Oct - 6 Nov 2022

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  Email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.org.au
                   for Baptism Application form.
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809
3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 4th November at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee
 Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui

School's Centenary
Mass readers

8:00AM Stephen Topple Catherine Hilder
Nick Radice

10:00AM John Fillion Raul Nigli
Maureen Richardson

Feasts of the Week
Tue 1 ALL SAINTS Solemnity
Wed 2 ALL SOULS
Thu 3 Saint Martin de Porres, Religious
Fri 4 Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
DONATE at the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present
in the tabernacle.

Church Cleaners Roster for November: Gemma Martin,
Kamal Skar, Min Kyung-Ahn & Reny Ng
Linen: Prescilla Luzon            Vacuum:  Anto Ambrose

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Prayer for the sick: Frank Hall, Constance
Leung,  Soo Sohn, Carmela Camilleri, Eduardo
Rabago and those with COVID.   May our loving
Jesus Christ touch them with His healing hand.

RCIA Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring the parish office on 9809 3536.

For children in primary school  (Year 2 and
above) who have not been baptised,
please contact the parish on 9809 3536 to express
your interest.

Recently Deceased: Roland Camilleri,
Linda San Juan and Anita Farr.
May the souls of the faithful departed

through the mercy God, rest in peace.

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome.  It
is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration
& census form at the office.

First Friday Mass 4th November at 7:00pm.

Macquarie Park Cemetery All Souls’ Mass
on Saturday 5 November at 11:30am. For more
information refer to flyer in the notice board.

St Michael's Meadowbank Primary School
-100 yrs celebration on Fri. 18 Nov at Ryde/
Parramatta Golf Club, 6-11pm.  $70 a ticket (18+
only event). Go to
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/936
854 Former parents, students and teachers are
welcome!

Call for Volunteers: Sydney Street Feast 2022
On Friday 18 November, Archbishop Anthony Fisher will
host a free luncheon for Sydney’s homeless in the forecourt of
St Mary’s Cathedral from 12pm to 2pm. A large number of
guests are expected and volunteers from parishes are invited to
help serve food and to sit and accompany guests during lunch.
A great opportunity to show support and solidarity with fellow
Sydneysiders experiencing homelessness. Register your interest
at https://bit.ly/StreetFeast2022

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/936854
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/936854

