
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Sir 36: 18
Give peace, O Lord, to those
who wait for you, that your
prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers of your
servant, and of your people
Israel.

1st Reading:
Exodus 32:7-11,13-14
The Lord relented and did not
send the evil he had threatened

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 50:3-4,12-13,17,19

I will rise and go
to my father.

2nd Reading:
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Christ came to save sinners

Gospel Acclamation:
2 Cor 5:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile
the world to himself; and the
Good News of reconciliation he
has entrusted to us.   Alleluia!

Gospel:         Luke 15:1-32
There will be joy in heaven over
one sinner who does penance

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 35: 8
How precious is your mercy, O
God! The children of men seek
shelter in the shadow of your
wings.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel

Maria Bambina.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (8th Sep) is the first of the Marian
celebrations this month, followed by the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows on
15th Sep. As we reflect on the significance of the birthday of Mary, the story of
Maria Bambina may help us to renew our love for the devotion.

Anna Felice Fornari was born on 25th June 1697 to a noble and wealthy Roman
family. From her earliest years, Anna’s character was one of exceptional piety.
At the age of 13, she began to board in a Franciscan monastery called St. Francis
in Todi. This would help her transition to religious life, which began at the age
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Gospel
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the
company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they

said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke
this parable to them:  ‘What man among you with a

hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine
in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he

found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully
take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home,

call together his friends and neighbours? “Rejoice
with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep

that was lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there will
be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who
have no need of repentance.  ‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost
one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? And then,

when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would
say “I have found the drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the
angels of God over one repentant sinner.’      He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger
said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.” So the
father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together
everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of

debauchery.     ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now
he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him
on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs
were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How
many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of
hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your
paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father.      ‘While he was still a long

way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms
and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against

you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick!
Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring
the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because

this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they
began to celebrate.    ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew
near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it
was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf
we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and

refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look,
all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never
offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours,

when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf
we had been fattening.”      ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is
yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was

dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’

Luke 15:1-32



The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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5th Saturday - Arlene Burton
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1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
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4th & 5th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
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Acolytes: Arthur Lee
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Altar Society - Marie Bennett
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Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank!
A warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church!
May you find our parish community a place where your faith
life will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to
share your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence,
talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

of 15. Having spent a year in the novitiate, Anna made her profession the
following year, receiving her religious name, Sr. Chiara Isabella.
Sr. Chiara Isabella’s early years as a nun were characterised by virtues and
extreme self-mortification. For her sanctity, she would soon be targeted by
the devil. She experienced diabolical attacks, including temptations, appari-
tions, and even physical assaults. However, despite the pain of these demon-
ic disturbances, at the same time, she would be strengthened by the
consolation of supernatural visitations from Our Lady as well as other saints,
such as Clare of Assisi, Catherine of Siena and Maria Maddalena de Pazzi.
Her other miraculous gifts included the sacred stigmata in her hands, feet,
side and brow, and her Mystical Marriage to Christ, in which the Lord put a
wedding band on her finger and affectionately called her his “Spouse of
Sorrow.”
Between 1720 and 1730, as an expression of her profound Marian devotion,
Sr. Chiara made several wax statues of the newborn Mary wrapped in
swaddling clothes. These were called “Maria Bambina”, which means
“Baby Mary” in Italian. In 1738, Bishop Alberico Simonetta brought a
Maria Bambina to Milan – the only one that still survives to this day. Later
on, the Capuchin sisters of the Monastery of St. Maria degli Angeli took
custody of the sacramental, which kindled their devotion to the Nativity of
Our Lady. From then, it would switch several hands before finally being
entrusted to the Sisters of Charity of Lovere in Milan. Devotion to Maria
Bambina became exclusive to this religious community, as Baby Mary was
exposed only during the octave of Mary’s Birthday (8th Sep) then put away
in the novitiate house. Apparently, by then the statue was so worn and
discoloured, that “it was more likely to extinguish devotion than to awaken
it.” However, all this would change from the Feast of Mary’s Nativity on
8th Sep 1884.
Sr. Josephine Woinovich, who was bedridden with paralysis of her arms and
feet, asked the Mother General to bring Maria Bambina to the infirmary. The
next day Sr. Nazari, the Mother General, was inspired to bring Baby Mary
to the sick sisters so they could kiss her. Among them was a devout novice,
Guilia Macario, who could not move due to the severity of her ailment. As
she beheld the statue with deep piety and prayed for healing, she suddenly
felt a miraculous power travel through her body. She promptly got up and
began to walk, while exclaiming, “I am healed!” After this first cure, Maria
Bambina was given a more prominent place in the community chapel for
veneration. Over the following months, sisters Josephine, Giuseppa, and
Crocifissa were also cured through Baby Mary’s intercession, and many
more graces would be attributed to her. Then on 16th Jan 1885, the sisters
noticed the appearance of Maria Bambina change. Her once worn and
greyed face turned to a fleshy complexion, like that of a living baby. She still
remains with the community, which many often refer to as the “Sisters of
Maria Bambina.” Each year, on the Feast of Mary’s Nativity, Maria Bambi-
na is specially venerated, and the sisters touch her with small pieces of
cotton, which are then distributed to the faithful.

(continued)

St Michael’s Feast Day Celebration (74 years) on Sunday 25th

September after the 10am Mass. Please bring a plate to share.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS              11 September 2022
● Suffering in the suburbs. Cost of living drives record num-
bers to Lifeline.
● Elephant in the room. Behind the Knox scandal.
● The Screwtape Letters goes on stage.
● One step closer. Couple nearer to seeing children.
● Movie review: Mother Teresa: No Greater Love
● Books: Recovering lost wisdom

Collections Update will be at the end of the month.
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
Envelopes - 35% Tax Deductible to Charitable Works Fund
Trust and 65% to parish costs
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
   Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number: 100000109
   Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
   Account Number: 100012008
   Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
   Account
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

Ignite Conference (29 Sept - 2 Oct) 4 days at
Freeman College Bonnyrigg Ignite Youth hosts one of
Australia’s most powerful Catholic youth conferences. Experience
four days of real-world formation, encouragement in faith, great
people and powerful worship.
Explosive Rallies with dynamic music - Experience the
Church fully alive in faith. The ground shakes as we gath-
er for explosive worship, powerful preaching and life-
changing encounters of God. Powerful Sacraments -
Meet Jesus in a powerful way through the holy Sacra-
ments. Inspiring Workshops - We gather to share ideas,
sink into new concepts and learn about the heart of God
and His plans for our lives.
Speakers will include Fr Rob Galea and Therese Mills
MGL.
We offer young adult parishioners ages 18 – 25 yrs old,
discounted tickets to the first 100 that register.

Go Here: https://app.tickets.org.au/iy/IC22SYD
Ticket Name: CAS Young Adults - Ignite Adult
Coupon Code to reveal ticket: CASYA
Cost at checkout: $175 ($100 invoiced to Archdiocese)
To access your tickets, enter the appropriate
code (CASYA) into the coupon code box at the top of the
ticket options FIRST. This will reveal the ticket. Once
you have clicked ‘Order Now’, complete the order details
as usual.  For more info go to
https://igniteconference.com.au/sydney or contact John
Nguyen  John.nguyen@sydneycatholic.org.

2022 Annual Marriage Mass Are you celebrating
a significant wedding anniversary in 2022?
Renew your vows to each other at Annual Marriage
Mass celebrated by His Grace Archbishop Anthony
Fisher at 10:30am on Sun. 16 Oct. at St Mary’s
Cathedral.
All families welcome! Please RSVP by the 12 Sept. at
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/marriage-
mass/marriagemass22.
email lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org or
phone 93078480

St Padre Pio Feast Day Celebrations at St Padre Pio
Parish Glenmore Park, 34-38 William Howell Drive.
Triduum Novena and Masses

�� 22 Sept – 7:00pm Novena followed by Mass
�� 23 Sept – 7:00pm Novena followed by Mass
�� 24 Sept – 5:30pm Novena followed by Vigil Mass

Feast day, Sunday 25th Sept at 10am, Procession with the
Relic of St Padre Pio followed by the Solemn Feast Mass.
After the Mass, the pilgrims will be blessed by the Relic of St
Padre Pio. For info ring 4789 2232 or go to
www.padrepio.org.au

A menALIVE Weekend on 24th & 25th

of Sept at St Kevin’s, Haseler Centre, 36
Hillview Rd Eastwood. Men 18yo and up
are invited to this life changing experience!
Be encouraged with a new sense of purpose
and mission in your life through attending

the menALIVE Men’s Weekend. Share your faith
with like-minded men in a secure and respectful
environment. Contact 9874 2533 or  register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/344064023757

Long Term Volunteer Opportunities in the
Australia-Pacific Region - The Cagliero
Project, Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking long term (6-12 month)
volunteers for January 2023 to work with young
people in our Salesian communities with
disadvantaged young people in Samoa,
Cambodia, Timor Leste, Solomon Islands and
Australia. Applications close October 31st, 2022.
Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au or
lhichaaba@salesians.org.au

Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia: Eucharistic Retreat
Day for women
24 September 10am-4pm; St Patrick’s Bondi. Fee: $25.00
Morning tea and lunch are provided. Register
Online: https://www.trybooking.com/CBBXK
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.Liturgy for this week   12 - 18 September 2022

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am- 8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm- 5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st  Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 7th October at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary:  8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am- 8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte | SS Readers

 5:30PM
 Vigil

 Arthur Lee
 Jim Lemcke
 Dominic Bui

Reny Ng
Sunitha Victor

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Nick Radice
Carmelia Kossim

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Odette Sequeira
Cindy Francis

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Feasts of the Week
Mon 12 The Most Holy Name Of Mary
Tue 13 Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor
Wed 14 The Exaltation Of The Holy Cross Feast
Thu 15 Our Lady Of Sorrows
Fri 16 Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop,
Martyrs
Sat 17 Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop, Doctor

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please DONATE at
the Altar Society box at church doors.

Silence in the Church  Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present
in the tabernacle.

Church Cleaners Roster for September: Antoinette Van
der Stratten, Henaa Jawher & Sarah Magsakay
Linen: Ancy Joy Vacuum:  TBA

Prayer for the sick:  Antoinette Sassine, Lorenza
Talisayon and those with covid. May our loving

Jesus Christ touch them with His healing

Recently Deceased: Queen Elizabeth
II, Bridget Doyle, Flossy Lobo and Colin

Hilder.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy God, rest in peace.

We're celebrating 100 years of Catholic Education at St
Michael's Meadowbank this year! Friday 18 November at
Ryde/ Parramatta Golf Club, 6- 11pm.  $70 a ticket (18+ only
event). For tickets go to:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/936854
Former parents, students and teachers especially welcome!

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

RCIA Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring the parish office on 9809 3536.

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Confirmation for Adults  Adults who have
been baptised and not confirmed may contact the
parish office at  9809 3536 to attend Formation
Sessions in preparation for the Archdiocesan Adult
Confirmation which will be held on Sunday 30
October 2022 at St Mary’s Cathedral. Ring asap
Formation Sessions will soon start.

For children in primary school  (Year 2
and above) who have not been baptised,
please contact the parish on 9809 3536 to express
your interest.

Open your home and heart to Foster care–
Family Spirit are looking for safe and stable
homes for children & young people. We need all
types of carers – emergency,respite, short-term and
long term. To learn more, register for our next
online information sesson on Wed. 28 September
2022. To register call 131819 or go to website
familyspirit.org

COVID-19 update - Please  sanitise your  hands as you
enter.  PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL.

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/936854

