
Mass of the Day
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 138: 18, 5-6
I have risen, and I am with
you still, alleluia.  You have
laid your hand upon me,
alleluia. Too wonderful for me,
this knowledge, alleluia,
alleluia.

1st Reading: Acts 10:34,37-
43  'We have eaten and drunk
with him after his resurrection
from the dead'

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 117(118):1-2,16-17,22-23

This is the day the
Lord has made; let
us rejoice and be

glad.

2nd Reading: Col. 3:1-4
Look for the things that are in
heaven, where Christ is

Gospel Acclamation:
1 Corinthians 5:7-8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ has become our paschal
sacrifice; let us feast with joy
in the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel:     John 20:1-9
The teaching of scripture is that
he must rise from the dead

Communion Antiphon:
1 Cor 5: 7-8
Christ our Passover has been
sacrificed, alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast
with the unleavened bread
of purity and truth, alleluia,
alleluia.
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Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
He has truly risen!
When Mary of Magdala reached the tomb, she saw that the stone had been
removed. Immediately she panicked and said to Peter and John: “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb and we don’t know where they have put him.”
When the two apostles reached the tomb, they went inside, and they saw and
believed. According to the Greek expression used to describe the linen cloths, it
was as if the body of Jesus disappeared out of them. The cloths which had bound
our Lord’s body were flattened, indicating that he had passed through them in a
heavenly manner. Still, for a sceptic this wouldn’t be sufficient to prove that
Christ actually did rise from the dead. In fact, many scholars have since refused
the literal interpretation, to posit that Jesus’ Resurrection was merely symbolic.
In 2014, there appeared an article on the Washington Post titled, “Gospel Story
of Jesus’ Resurrection a Source of Deep Rifts in Christian Religion.” It detailed
two major schools of interpretations regarding the Resurrection. The first was the
literal view, where our Lord was believed to be resurrected in his physical body.
The second was the metaphorical hypothesis, which argued that the Resurrection
of Jesus occurred in the hearts of his followers, who experienced a ‘resurrection
of hope’ in Christ. To clarify, the Catholic Church teaches authoritatively that
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Sequence Victimae Paschali Laudes
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
    offer sacrifice and praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undefiled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.

Death with life contended:
    combat strangely ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain,
    yet lives to reign.

Tell us, Mary:
    say what thou didst see
    upon the way.

The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen:
he goes before you into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen
    from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank! A
warm welcome to all attendees & visitors to our church! May
you find our parish community a place where your faith life
will be nourished and you will take up the invitation to share
your special gifts and talents.  Your prayers, presence, talents &
skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Jesus really was resurrected in his flesh. Indeed, this is what we profess in the
Creed, that on the third day Jesus rose from the dead and thus we also look forward
to the resurrection of our own bodies. Subsequently, the metaphorical interpreta-
tion is incorrect, no matter how plausible it may sound.

But why would people have a problem with Christ’s bodily Resurrection? Because
human intellect cannot fully comprehend a divine mystery. The appeal of the
metaphorical explanation is that it promises the satisfaction of a mystery solved.
After all, who wouldn’t want to feel like they understand everything about God and
His supernatural works? As the Gospel relates, even those who witnessed Jesus
and his works first-hand found it difficult to accept: “Till this moment they had
failed to understand the teaching of Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.”
Scott Hahn, a renowned biblical scholar, remarked that history doesn’t do super-
natural. Never in recorded history had a dead man returned to life. So what would
happen if the same historical lens was imposed on the Bible? Practically, anything
supernatural would be regarded as fictitious. So those who favoured the historical
method argued, that everything had to be interpreted and explained as a natural
phenomenon. As a result, science and pure reason became the exclusive herme-
neutic for understanding the world, which has since evolved into the anti-supernat-
ural, anti-religious movement of the New Atheism.

But how could we rely on science and reason to adequately explain reality? A
quick internet search is enough to prove that we have yet to understand the world
in its fullness – e.g. new species are still being discovered as we speak. So to
disregard the possibility of an unknown realm would be highly presumptuous, and
ironically, unscientific. For ultimately, our knowledge of the earth is merely a
discovery of what already exists. Hence, if existence does indeed originate from a
higher being – i.e. God – it would be reasonable to suppose that reality is far greater
than what the senses perceive. Not to claim that theological and supernatural truths
are contrary to science. Rather, divine mysteries are beyond science and reason.
Accordingly, faith does not contradict these human endeavours, but affirms and
leads them to a deeper meaning.

Thus it is perfectly reasonable to believe in the bodily Resurrection of Christ. We
may rejoice, hoping to share in Christ’s glory, which he has bestowed on his fallen
creatures. So Happy Easter to you all! Let us rejoice with Mary and all the saints,
who have believed and so enjoy the eternal bliss of heaven.

Regina Caeli (https://bit.ly/39ucWJg). Translation: “Queen of heaven, rejoice,
alleluia. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. Has risen, as He said,
alleluia. Pray to God for us, alleluia.”

  Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
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PULPIT POINTS                         17 April 2022
• Truth? What is that? Archbishop reflects on new Pell
case book
• America loves Eileen! Devotion to Sydney Servant of
God spreads!
• Mercy that’s Divine
• We stand with Ukraine!
• Movie review: Father Stu
• Monica Doumit: Just be there

Collections Update will be at the end of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;

Account Number:  100012007
     Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100000109
    Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100012008
    Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
    Acct
Please use your name as a reference for the
transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

Camino of St Joseph: An Overnight
Pilgrimage for Men on Friday 29 April to
Saturday  30 April.
Join in this challenge in honour of our Spiritual Father
for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker!
The Camino will begin with 9pm Mass on Friday
April 29 at St Jerome's, Punchbowl with Bishop
Richard Umbers and conclude on Saturday April 30
with 5.30am Mass at St Michael’s Meadowbank
followed by a hearty bbq breakfast.
The entire walk from start to finish will include 7
locations with 6 churches: from St Jerome’s –
Punchbowl, to St Felix – Bankstown, Immaculate
Heart of Mary – Sefton, St Peter Chanel – Berala, St
Joachim’s – Lidcombe, Sydney Olympic Park and St
Michael’s, Meadowbank. Each location will feature a
reflection on St Joseph and a short time in Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament.
Register Here -
https://www.trybooking.com/BXRIT  Cost is $15

Sign up and share the Facebook event:
https://www.facebook.com/events/528752638482107

Sign an ePetition against Euthanasia Laws in
NSW  Doctors should NOT take Lives - Sign the ePe-
tition NOW  to ABOLISH the Voluntary Assisted
Dying Bill 2021. Link to access the ePetition
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lc/pages/epetition-
details.aspx?q=apWMtQo6WVdu1NOOVqOtYA
The ePetition  closes on Monday, 25 April 2022.

Salesian Missions Australia Emergency Appeal
to bring aid to Ukranian refugees in Poland, Slovakia and
Czech Republic.  Salesians in Ukraine  are working
tirelessly, caring for orphans as well as providing shelter
and relief to those who have remained in the country.
Donations are tax deductible.  Go to:
Website: https://salesianmissionsaustralia.org.au/dona
te/ukrainian-refugee-crisis

Givenow: https://www.givenow.com.au/salesianmissio
nemergencyrelief        Phone : 03 9377 6060
Email: salmiss@salesians.org,au

Support for the House of Welcome
The House of Welcome works with people seeking
asylum and refugees to provide critical casework,
housing, employment, food bank and emergency living
assistance. During COVID-19 the demand for financial
assistance has risen. The Emergency Living Package
program has increased by 216% due to amplified levels of
distress and hardship amongst their clients. Please donate
to the Emergency Relief Package or donate staple food
items to the House of Welcome foodbank. To enquire
what the current food shortages are; contact the office on:
office@houseofwelcome.com.au or
phone: 02 97279290.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper. Starting off as a helper,
you'll receive easy lessons and hand out activity books in
primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do: 
For more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.

COVID-19 update -  Check-in is no longer required.
Masks are not required. Please still sanitise your
hands as you enter.   PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU
     ARE UNWELL OR HAVE COVID SYMPTOMS.

Are you new to the Parish?   Welcome. It is
great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration
& census form at the office. Consider
volunteering and joining the parish planned
giving.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and
do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,
by the power of God, cast into hell

Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the
world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week          (18 - 24 April 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  6th May at 7:00 pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers Readers+

5:30PM
Vigil

Arthur Lee
Jim Lemcke
Dominic Bui

Reny Ng
Ava Martin

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Gregory Cheng
Gemma Evesson

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

Raul Nigli
Pauline Hendrawan

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring up the parish office on 9809 3536.

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers  Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830
551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per
week. Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at
the church doors.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaners Roster for April
Emily Amores, Cherise Cavalleri, Christina Dutturi & Theresa
Mourani                       VACUUM:  Barry Misquita
LINEN:  Constance Leung (Weekly)
                Kylie (End of Month)

Feasts of the Week
24 APR Divine Mercy Sunday (2nd Sunday Of
Easter)

Catholic Engaged Encounter:
Marriage Preparation Course at St Joseph’s
Baulkham Hills, to strengthen and enrich
your relationship; building vital skills for
lifelong marriage. To register go to
www.engagedencounter.org.au

Choose any of the coming weekends:
Apr30-May1, Aug6-7, Nov12-13
Where: St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills

Catholic Help with Alcoholism and
Addiction Calix Society is an association of
Catholic alcoholics, drug addicts, and family
members and friends affected by addiction, who
are maintaining their sobriety through participation
in their Catholic faith and a 12 Step program. We
welcome anyone who wish to join with us in prayer
for the virtue of total abstinence, promoting our
spiritual development, and striving for the
sanctification of the whole personality of each
member. Contact calixsydney@outlook.com for
meeting times and resources. Perhaps this could be
a crucial step toward recovery and saving a life.

Divine Mercy Sunday 24th April at  St
Therese, Denistone
2 pm - Reconciliation & Devotion
3pm  - Mass. All welcome.

Silence in the Church Please maintain a
respectful silence in the church at all times, knowing
that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.

Baptism on Saturday
Easter Vigil

16 April 2022 at 7pm

Aishwarya Premachandran


