
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 17: 19-20
The Lord became my protector.
He brought me out to a place of
freedom; he saved me because
he delighted in me.

1st Reading:
Sirach 27:4-7
Do not praise someone before they
have spoken.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 91:2-3,13-16

Lord, it is good to
give thanks to you.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Victory has been given to us
through Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:
Philippians 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright
stars; you are offering it the
word of life.              Alleluia!

Gospel:
Luke 6:39-45
A person speaks from what is in
his heart.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 12: 6
I will sing to the Lord who has
been bountiful with me,
sing psalms to the name of the
Lord Most High.
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Gospel
Jesus told a parable to his
disciples: ‘Can one blind man
guide another? Surely both will fall
into a pit? The disciple is not
superior to his teacher; the fully
trained disciple will always be like
his teacher. Why do you observe
the splinter in your brother’s eye
and never notice the plank in your
own? How can you say to your
brother, “Brother, let me take out
the splinter that is in your eye,”
when you cannot see the plank in
your own? Hypocrite! Take the
plank out of your own eye first,
and then you will see clearly

enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye. There
is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree
that produces sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its own
fruit: people do not pick figs from thorns, nor gather grapes from
brambles. A good man draws what is good from the store of
goodness in his heart; a bad man draws what is bad from the
store of badness. For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.’
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Luke 6:39-45

 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C/2

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
The Disciple in the Mirror
Which do you think is worse: a broken arm or a terminal cancer? Then which
of the two would weigh more heavily on your mind: your broken arm or
someone else’s terminal cancer? We like to believe we are objective and
consistent in all matters of judgment. But owing to the weakness of the human
flesh, it is likely that our own broken arm would bother us far more than
someone else’s incurable disease – instinctively at least.

If we were completely honest, we would have to admit that more often than
not our attention, concern and promptness of action depend on the proximity
of evil. For example, a tiny stain on our own shirt would be a bigger issue than
a beggar’s filthy overalls. Let’s suppose there was a pile of rubbish scattered
on the street. Disgusted though we may be, it is possible still to walk right past
it without taking action. But if a single piece was taken into our bedroom,
immediately the level of alarm and complaint would increase a thousandfold.

Perspective is key, therefore. Hold up a hand in front of the face and it appears
as a bigger obstacle than an entire road block. But the same hand no longer
has the power to impede our view of the world, once it is moved a certain
distance away. Likewise, when consumed by our own personal affairs, we can
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

easily be blinded from seeing the greater picture. Blame it on the Fall,
human mortality and the associated fear of suffering, or whatever else. Truth
is, we make more fuss over matters that are trivial by comparison, simply
because they are closer to home. It’s unsurprising, therefore, to find many
who turn a blind eye to the deeper problems of society and culture, if the evil
somehow benefits them in the immediate future. Alas, in sacrificing our
principles for the sake of instant rewards, we’d end up relinquishing the gifts
of vision and foresight, which are the sole privileges of rational creatures.

So how can we be cured of this malady of blinding self-centredness? With
faith, we can remove the obstacles that cloud our vision. We may begin by
acknowledging the contrasting perspectives of God and the devil. What is a
common strategy employed by the evil one? He tempts us to live only for
the moment, to seek instant gratification, while ignoring the possible rami-
fications. On the contrary, the Lord opens the eyes of his children to see
eternity. He desires that we live as heavenly citizens on earth, meaning we
must always bear in mind the eternal consequences of what we think, say,
and do. Therefore, what sin does is to obstruct our sight and reduce our
vision to the briefest instant. As for grace, it allows us to seek the true good,
not only in this life but in the next, thereby expanding our vision to see as
God sees. In other words, sin is always short-sighted (i.e. live for the
moment), while grace is long-sighted (i.e. live for eternal life). Likewise,
satan blinds, whereas Christ cures the blindness. So unless we follow the
Lord and his Church’s salvific doctrine, the resulting spiritual blindness can
only lead to devastating consequences – certainly in the next life, but here
on earth as well.

The Lord asks, “Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall into
a pit.” Blind leading the blind is regrettably becoming more rampant and
pronounced in society. We live in a troubled world full of insidious and
shameless corruption and hypocrisy. And ultimately this is happening
because we have done away with Christ. Once again, our society has called
for the crucifixion of Jesus over Barabbas, so we are ruled by the murderer’s
blindness, or as St. John Paul II put it, by a ‘culture of death’. But this is no
reason to despair, because Christ is sending his special disciples to reclaim
his reign and re-establish his kingdom in our faithless age. And who exactly
are they? It’s the disciple in the mirror.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - from 25 Feb 2022
COVID-19 Safe Check-in is not required from 25 February. Masks are not
required. Please still sanitise your hands as you enter.
PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL OR HAVE COVID
SYMPTOMS.

OPEN DAY AT ST. MICHAEL'S PRIMARY SCHOOL on Tuesday
and Wednesday 8/9 March 5:30pm - 7pm
Please join us for a school tour and open day! Discover our beautiful new
learning spaces and what a St. Michael's education could mean for your
child!  Please book via our school office - phone- 02 9808 2658 or email
info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au We can't wait to see you!

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
mailto:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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PULPIT POINTS           27 February 2022
• Sydney Prays for Ukraine
• ‘Reformers’ demand: Stop the Plenary
• Death Duel: Upper House debates euthanasia law
• Somascan Parish Rocks
• Movie review: Conviction: The Case of Stephen Law-
rence
• Why I became a Catholic

Collections Update from 1-23 Feb 2022
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $3,005
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs): $6,176
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
     Account Number:  100012007
     Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100000109
    Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100012008
    Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your name or envelope number (if you have
one) as a reference for the transaction.

CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.

Palm Branches that were taken last year are being
collected for Ash Wednesday. Baskets are at  Hughes St
entrance.

Ash Wednesday Masses: 2nd March 9:15am and
7:00pm. Ashes not available for collection after Mass.

Lenten Stations of the Cross starts 6.30pm Fri
4th March 2022, then every Friday during Lent.

Lenten Days of Penance
1. Abstinence from meat, and fasting, must be observed
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for those 18-60
years of age.
2. On all Fridays of the year, the common practice of pen-
ance is fulfilled by performing any one of the following:
(a) prayer –  Mass attendance; family prayer; a visit to a
church or chapel; reading the Bible; making the Stations
of the Cross; praying the rosary, etc.
(b) self-denial – not eating meat, sweets or dessert; giv-
ing up entertainment; limiting food and drink; limiting
use of social media, smart phones or television, etc.
(c) helping others – special attention to the poor, sick,
elderly, lonely or overburdened, etc..
Lent in 2022 begins from Ash Wednesday (2 March) to
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper (14 April). The Easter Fast
is observed during the Easter Triduum on Good Friday
(15 April), and if possible, until the Easter Vigil on the
evening of 16 April.

Fr Emmanuel’s Lenten Programme starts
7pm, Thu 3rd March at the Presbytery meeting room.
Contact office to register.

Lenten Companion 2022 Booklets – “Come
back to Me: Mercy and Healing Await”.
Limited copies are still available at the entrance of the
church. You can also download the booklet on:
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-
2022-Web.pdf

It’s not too late to stop the proposed
Euthanasia legislation!
The NSW Upper House of Parliament is currently ex-
amining the Euthanasia Bill passed by the Lower House
– though not by a large majority.   The vote in the Up-
per House will be close, and there is still time to per-
suade Members of Parliament that with a Pandemic and
the obvious crisis in good aged care this is not the time
for such legislation.  Please contact your local member
or members of the Upper House, and sign the online
ePetition by Googling the following and clicking the
first link:
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing ePetition -
Please unanimously reject the Voluntary Assisted
Dying Bill 2021 (nsw.gov.au)
For more background information search for: Hope
Australia

Pope Francis appeal to pray for
Ukraine and dedicate Ash Wednesday as a special day
of prayer and fasting. He says “ Jesus taught us that the
diabolical senselessness of violence is answered with
God’s weapons, with prayer and fasting. I invite every-
one to make next March 2, Ash Wednesday, a Day of
Prayer & Fasting for Peace. May the Queen of Peace
preserve the world from the madness of war.”

mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week     (28 Feb - 6 March 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 4th March at 7:00 pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Family mass
Youth readers N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Mel Talisayon
Agnes Aldana N/A

10:00AM John Fillion Maureen Richardson
Jeremy Billings N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536. www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome.
It is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our com-
munity. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering
and joining the parish planned giving.

Baptisms on Sunday
27 t February at 11:00am

Church Cleaners Roster for February
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace
Wei and Christine Henderson
LINEN:  Vi Moussa    VACUUM:  Richard Borges

Saints & Feasts of the Week
Wed 2 ASH WEDNESDAY
Fri 4 Saint Casimir

Parish Cleanup Day on Saturday 12 March after 9:15am
mass. We will work from 9:45-12pm and finish with a pizza
lunch.

PLAYGROUP AT THE PARK
Playgroup is back for 2022! Please join us at Lions
Park West Ryde on Thursday mornings during
Term 1 for a relaxed morning of craft, toys, story-
time, bubbles and parachute! 9.15am- 11am, tea
and coffee provided for adults, bring water and
snacks for children. Everyone welcome! Please
contact our Family Educator via
kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au for more
information

Noah Yoo Flores
Child of

Eugene Paul Flores and
Clara Jieun Yoo

Alrescha Luna  Fille
Child of

Deneb and Joan
Marie Fille

Become a Catechist or Helper in
2022 Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings
with them and become a catechist or helper.
Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy lessons
and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do: For
more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.


