
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 30: 3-4
Be my protector, O God,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my
stronghold! Lead me, guide me,
for the sake of your name.

1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8
A curse on those who trust in
humanity; a blessing on those who
trust in the Lord

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 1:1-4

Happy are they
who hope in the

Lord.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20
If Christ is not raised from the
dead, your faith is in vain.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 6:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad;
your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Gospel:     Luke 6:17,20-26
Happy are the poor.  Woe to the
rich!

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 77: 29-30
They ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord
gave them; they were not
disappointed in what they
craved.
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Gospel
Jesus came down with the
Twelve and stopped at a
piece of level ground where
there was a large gathering
of his disciples with a great
crowd of people from all
parts of Judaea and from
Jerusalem and from the
coastal region of Tyre and
Sidon. Then fixing his eyes
on his disciples he said:
‘How happy are you who
are poor: yours is the
kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry
now: you shall be satisfied.

Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.
Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you,
denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward
will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the
prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their
ancestors treated the false prophets.’
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Luke 6:17,20-26

 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C/2

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
What is happiness anyway?
Where is our home? A home is where we reside. It is also the place we
return to. After a day of activities – work, school, etc – we go back to
our home to rest and rewind. This pattern is repeated until the end of our
earthly life. Then we finally return to God, to our true home of heaven
in which to rest eternally.

In order to return home at the close of each day, we need to find our way
back. Likewise, we need to navigate our way from the earthly kingdom
to the heavenly. Hence, our Lord offers the Beatitudes as a means to
attain this goal. He defines the state of ‘blessedness’ on earth – those
who are poor, hungry, weeping, and hated on account of the Saviour –
in view of the rewards to come. So who are the blessed? Essentially,
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

those who shall attain the gift of seeing God face-to-face – i.e. “The
Beatific Vision.” The Beatific Vision is indeed our greatest reward as
perfect happiness and fulfilment is only possible in God’s presence.
And in the New Jerusalem, we shall enjoy this state of blessedness
forever.

However, while we’re still on earth, as Jesus lays out the conditions
for our blessedness, we cannot help but notice the gap between it and
our world’s perspective. In fact, we could imagine our faithless culture
saying something like this instead:

How pathetic are the poor: theirs is the leftovers of the kingdom of
materialism. Unhappy are you who hunger: you shall never be
satisfied. Doomed are you who weep: you shall have more reasons
to be depressed. Silly are you when people hate you, drive you out,
abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son
of Man. For what immediate rewards can you expect for your
efforts?

So then, how can Christ still declare that we are happy when we suffer
and mourn? The answer can be found in understanding what true
happiness means. Blessedness according to Christ is not the satisfac-
tion of the senses, meaning it has little to do with feelings and senti-
ments of joy. For these are immediate pleasures which only come to
pass. Instead, eternal happiness is transcendental, and thus attainable
through spiritual and eschatological rewards. The Beatitudes, there-
fore, summarise the authentic Christian attitude, which always looks
to God for its fulfilment.

According to the Beatitudes, Catholic life should be demanding,
counter-cultural, and even difficult to comprehend or follow at times.
But this isn’t at all a surprise, since Jesus turned Suffering and Death
into Resurrection and Life. So what is most absurd to the world
become the Beatitudes for us, thanks to Christ’s sacrificial love, with
which he has paved our way back home.

So let us look forward to the gift of the Beatific Vision and seek our
happiness there. Our journey home has already begun, so through the
promise of Christ, we can follow the Beatitudes and find a safe path to
the heavenly kingdom. Until that day, let us persevere and persist in
our love for God, and our “reward will be great in heaven.”

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE COMPULSORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no
need to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile
phone must sign-in at the entrance. Please sanitise your hands as
you enter.   PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL OR HAVE
COVID SYMPTOMS.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS           13 February 2022
• State of fear - Police raid Perth churches
• ‘Bring others to faith’: i4Give week
• The low-down on the Plenary
• Gods dumb ox
• Movie review: Death on the Nile
• I’m to give back: Bridget Sakr

Collections Update at the End of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
     Account Number:  100012007
     Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100000109
    Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100012008
    Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your name or envelope number (if you have
one) as a reference for the transaction.

CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

COME BACK TO ME: Mercy and Healing
Await   Lenten Companion 2022 Booklet

The beautiful Season of Lent is approaching. Let us make
the most of this precious time to gather in our parishes
and communities to reflect on the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus, using the Lenten companion
booklet Come Back to Me. This free booklet contains
Gospel readings for the Sundays of Lent until Easter Sun-
day, and spiritual reflections on the Gospels by Dr Peter
McGregor, Professor Renee Kohler-Ryan, Mother Hilda
Scott and Fr James Baxter OP and others. The booklet
will be distributed among the parishes in early February,
and will also be available for download on:
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-
2022-Web.pdf

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1,
2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy
lessons and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:

For more information,
contact Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974 210.

Support the Archdiocese of Sydney ap-
peal for Tonga
The Tongan Catholic Chaplaincy is coordinating
an appeal to help families left displaced by last
month's tsunami disaster. Find out more about the
appeal including donation details at
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/tonga/

sacraments@stmichaelsmeado
wbank.org.au.

Catholic Care – Joy of Love webinar
Join us, and our panel of experts, at our upcoming Joy of
Love launch webinar. Joy of Love will help to nurture
and grow positive relationships across Sydney. Joy of
Love includes extensive programs, courses and resources,
for young children, teenagers, parents/carers, post-school,
engaged and married couples in the Sydney Archdiocese.
The first program to commence in 2022, is 

 from Feb 21-24. To find out more and
to register go to: https://www.catholiccare.org/about-
us/news-and-publications/latest-news/introducing-joy-
love/

Palm Branches that were taken last year should
be returned to church. Empty boxes will be provided at
the Hughs St entrance. These will burned and use on
Ash Wednesday on 2nd March.

Ash Wednesday Masses: 2nd March 9:15am
and 7:00pm. Blessed Ashes can be received by anyone
during Mass. Ashes will not be available for collection
after Mass.

Flossy Lobo is celebrating her 100th year birthday on
Friday 25th February 2022.  Happy birthday! May the
Lord’s love, peace and blessings remain with you always.

Silence in the Church Please maintain a
respectful silence in the church at all times, knowing
that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.

Lenten Stations of the Cross will commence
on Friday 4 March 2022 and will occur every Friday
during Lent at 6:30pm. All Welcome.

mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.


Roster: 19 / 20 February 2022

The Parish Bulletin St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week      (14 - 20 February 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 4th March at 7:00 pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Rose Dearden
Reny Ng N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Gregory Cheng
Odette Sequira N/A

10:00AM Joel Tabuso Pauline Hendrawan
Jonathan Ling N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536. www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Divine Retreat Centre, Somersby: February
Program led by the spiritual arm of the Vincentian
Missionaries. See Flyer in the notice board outside the church.

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome.
It is great to have you here. Please make our par-
ish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration
& census form at the office. Consider volunteering
and joining the parish planned giving.

Baptisms on Sunday
13th  February 2022

at 11am

Church Cleaners Roster for February
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace
Wei and Christine Henderson
LINEN:  Vi Moussa    VACUUM:  Richard Borges

Saints of the Week
Mon 14 Saints Cyril, monk, and Methodius,
Bishop
Thu 17 The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order

Thorin Valerio
Child

of
Timothy & Charisse

Valerio

Ariella Becerra
Child

of
Manuel & Adriana

Becerra

Support for the House of Welcome
The House of Welcome works with people
seeking asylum and refugees to provide critical
casework, housing, employment, food bank and
emergency living assistance. During COVID-19
the demand for financial assistance has risen. The
Emergency Living Package program has increased
by 216% due to amplified levels of distress and
hardship amongst their clients. Please donate to
the Emergency Relief Package or donate staple
food items to the House of Welcome foodbank. To
enquire what the current food shortages are;
contact the office on:
office@houseofwelcome.com.au or phone: 02
97279290.
Funeral Mass for Phyllis Bernardine
Madden on Wednesday 16 February at
10:30am at St Michael’s Meadowbank.


