
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 94: 6-7
O come, let us worship God
and bow low before the God
who made us, for he is the Lord
our God.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 6:1-8
'Here am I! Send me.’

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 137:1-5,7-8

In the sight of the
angels I will sing

your praises, Lord.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
I preach what they preach, and this
is what you believe.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matt 4:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of
my people.                     Alleluia!

Gospel:            Luke 5:1-11
They left everything and followed
him

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 106: 8-9
Let them thank the Lord for his
mercy, his wonders for the
children of men, for he satisfies
the thirsty soul, and the hungry
he fills with good things.
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Gospel
Jesus was standing one day
by the Lake of Gennesaret,
with the crowd pressing round
him listening to the word of
God, when he caught sight of
two boats close to the bank.
The fishermen had gone out of
them and were washing their
nets. He got into one of the
boats – it was Simon’s – and
asked him to put out a little
from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds
from the boat.
    When he had finished
speaking he said to Simon,

‘Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’
Simon replied, ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but
if you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this they
netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they
signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them;
when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking point.
    When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying,
‘Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his companions
were completely overcome by the catch they had made; so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But
Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will
catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and
followed him.
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Luke 5:1-11

 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C/2

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel
Do you want to be a catechist?
Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine I’d become a Sunday School teacher.
The initial suggestion came from a friend who was a Sunday School teacher
himself. Apparently, there was an unexpected vacancy as one of them had to
suddenly depart from Sydney. So he informed me – rather excitedly – hoping I
would immediately jump at the opportunity. However, little did my friend
realise how foreign this would sound to me, especially as I was still relatively
new to the faith, having converted less than a decade prior. To his credit, he was
persistent, constantly ringing me for the next few weeks. Yet I was equally
resistant, unhesitatingly rejecting his offer as I considered myself completely
unworthy and unprepared for the role. Eventually he stopped ringing, partly
because I was rather difficult to reach – back then mobile phones were still a
luxury item. So after a while, I figured that the prospect had all but vanished,
until…
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:         Monday - Closed
           Tuesday - Friday   9:00am- 4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
                    Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:

Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Danima Grace (Special Roster)
Constance Leung (Weekdays)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
                       (Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
5th Saturday - Arlene Burton
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - tba
4th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy -  Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mrs Alison Felici
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

On one momentous Sunday, I was scheduled to meet a friend at Mass, have
lunch, then play basketball afterwards. Alas, he was running late, so I stood
near the main entrance, waiting. When he finally arrived and was only a few
more metres away, I felt from the blind side an arm snatch me from behind.
It was one of the religious sisters appointed to the parish. First, she locked my
arm so I couldn’t escape. Then she dragged me along while saying, “You
have to be a Sunday School teacher.” Feeling helpless and confused, I vainly
tried resisting. I was unwittingly taken as a prisoner, who would then be
announced to the teachers as one of their new colleagues. Only later did they
recount to me that first encounter, how my body language was saying the
exact opposite.

But the sister didn’t stop there, as she took me to the hall, where they were
selling noodle soup for $5. With roughly forty or so people waiting in line,
she jumped the queue and said to the volunteer at the kitchen, “This is a new
Sunday School teacher. Please give him some noodles.” God knew what He
was doing, because I felt bad for cutting in and for eating a free meal despite
having no intention to serve as a teacher. So to make up for it, I decided to
come for four weeks then quit. Alas, what was intended as a short trial
extended to eight years, and in the end I only left to enter the seminary.

It was my experience as a Sunday School teacher which eventually led to the
discernment of the priestly vocation. In other words, I was sold to God for a
bowl of noodles! Was I chosen because I was worthy? Certainly not. The first
lesson I ever gave at Sunday School was for a Year 5 class and I literally
froze, unable to say anything. Somehow the Lord chose me despite all my
shortcomings, and still used this unworthy instrument to do His saving work.
However, this certainly wasn’t the first time He’d chosen a flawed instru-
ment. In the first reading from the Book of Isaiah, the Lord called His servant,
who quickly admitted that he was in a wretched state, lost, and with unclean
lips. Yet God took away Isaiah’s sins, which prompted this man to volunteer
to be His messenger. God called, not because Isaiah was worthy, but He
called that Isaiah may be made worthy by His calling. God would provide the
necessary graces, so His instrument would only have to trust and obey.

This Sunday in the archdiocese we celebrate Catechist Sunday, in thanksgiv-
ing for all those who serve the Lord by proclaiming the Gospel to the
children. It’s an opportunity to ask ourselves also: ‘Is God calling me to serve
as a catechist?’ At the same time, this thought could provoke the same doubt
which I struggled with at the beginning: ‘But why me?’ We must remember,
though, that of all people, one of the major Old Testament prophets felt
unworthy to be chosen by God. Likewise, you may also feel unworthy and
unprepared to take on the role of a catechist. But God willing, He will give
you the necessary help and guidance. All you need therefore is to trust and
obey. For only God is worthy – worthy of our humble service with faith, hope
and love.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE COMPULSORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no need to
sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile phone must sign-
in at the entrance. Please sanitise your hands as you enter.   PLEASE STAY
HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL OR HAVE COVID SYMPTOMS.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS             6 February 2022
• Everything you don’t know about Pentecostals
• Pope: Parents, be gentle on kids’ gender issues
• Woke brigade in knots over Haneen
• Francis honours three Sydney women
• Book review: The world wakes up to Del Noce
• Why architecture matters

Collections Update at the End of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
     Account Number:  100012007
     Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100000109
    Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
    Account Number: 100012008
    Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your name or envelope number (if you have
one) as a reference for the transaction.

CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

Support for the House of Welcome
The House of Welcome works with people seeking
asylum and refugees to provide critical casework,
housing, employment, food bank and emergency living
assistance. During COVID-19 the demand for financial
assistance has risen. The Emergency Living Package
program has increased by 216% due to amplified levels
of distress and hardship amongst their clients. Please
donate to the Emergency Relief Package or donate
staple food items to the House of Welcome foodbank.
To enquire what the current food shortages are; contact
the office on:  office@houseofwelcome.com.au or
phone: 02 97279290.

COME BACK TO ME: Mercy and Healing
Await   Lenten Companion 2022 Booklet

The beautiful Season of Lent is approaching. Let us make
the most of this precious time to gather in our parishes
and communities to reflect on the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus, using the Lenten companion
booklet Come Back to Me. This free booklet contains
Gospel readings for the Sundays of Lent until Easter Sun-
day, and spiritual reflections on the Gospels by Dr Peter
McGregor, Professor Renee Kohler-Ryan, Mother Hilda
Scott and Fr James Baxter OP and others. The booklet
will be distributed among the parishes in early February,
and will also be available for download on:
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-
2022-Web.pdf

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1,
2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy
lessons and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:

For more information,
contact Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974 210.

Support the Archdiocese of Sydney ap-
peal for Tonga
The Tongan Catholic Chaplaincy is coordinating
an appeal to help families left displaced by last
month's tsunami disaster. Find out more about the
appeal including donation details at
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/tonga/

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series Continues
with Dr Mary Healy - Live Online, Saturday 12 Feb
2022, 10 – 11:30 AM
Topic ‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’  Dr Mary Healy is a profes-
sor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit,
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, as well
as an accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential via

Enquiries: 

Catholic Care – Joy of Love webinar
Join us, and our panel of experts, at our upcoming Joy of
Love launch webinar. Joy of Love will help to nurture
and grow positive relationships across Sydney. Joy of
Love includes extensive programs, courses and resources,
for young children, teenagers, parents/carers, post-school,
engaged and married couples in the Sydney Archdiocese.
The first program to commence in 2022, is 

 from Feb 21-24. To find out more and
to register go to: https://www.catholiccare.org/about-
us/news-and-publications/latest-news/introducing-joy-
love/

Candles were blessed on the Feast of the
Presentation on 2nd February. The candles were
blessed to recall Simeon’s reference to the infant Jesus as
the “Light of the people” (Luke 2:32). Please take home
1 candle per family. The candles kept by the faithful in
their homes should be seen as a sign of Christ 'the light
of the world' and an expression of faith.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week      (7 - 13 February 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: No 7:00pm mass for the
months of January and February; this will resume in March.
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Cynthia Matusiak
Sunitha Victor N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock N/A

10:00AM Joel Tabuso Nely Gasataya
Leony Hamor N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536. www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Divine Retreat Centre, Somersby: February
Program led by the spiritual arm of the Vincentian
Missionaries. See Flyer in the notice board outside the church.

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome.
It is great to have you here. Please make our par-
ish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration
& census form at the office. Consider volunteering
and joining the parish planned giving.

Baptism on Sunday
6th February at 11am

Liam Ernest Tijing
Child

of
                             Leonard & Mia Tijing

Church Cleaners Roster for February
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace
Wei and Christine Henderson
LINEN:  Vi Moussa    VACUUM:  Richard Borges

Saints of the Week
Tue 8   Saint Jerome Emilian
            Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin
Thu 10 Saint Scholastica, Virgin
Fri 11 Our Lady of Lourdes

Catholic Engaged Encounter: Marriage
Preparation Course at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills,
to strengthen and enrich your relationship;
building vital skills for lifelong
marriage.For further information and to register go
to www.engagedencounter.org.au
Choose any of the coming weekends: Feb 19-20,
Apr30-May1, Aug6-7, Nov12-13
Where: St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills

Our Lady's Nurses for the Poor: 60th
anniversary Mass in Newcastle
Sunday 20 February
Sacred Heart Cathedral, 841 Hunter Street,
Newcastle West. All welcome.
The Mass will also be live-streamed on the
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle's you tube
channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNSG1_kt


