
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 65: 4
All the earth shall bow down
before you, O God, and shall
sing to you, shall sing to your
name, O Most High!

1st Reading:  Isaiah 62:1-5
As the bridegroom rejoices in his
bride, so will your God rejoice in
you.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 95:1-3,7-10

Proclaim his
marvellous deeds
to all the nations

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 12:4-11
One and the same spirit distributes
different gifts as he chooses.

Gospel Acclamation:
cf. 2 Thess 2:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
God has called us with the
gospel to share in the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!

Gospel:            John 2:1-11
The first of the signs given by
Jesus was at Cana in Galilee

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 22: 5
You have prepared a table
before me, and how precious is
the chalice that quenches my
thirst.
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Gospel
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother

of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited. When they ran out of wine,
since the wine provided for the wedding was all
finished, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They
have no wine.’ Jesus said ‘Woman, why turn to

me? My hour has not come yet.’ His mother
said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells

you.’ There were six stone water jars
standing there, meant for the
ablutions that are customary among
the Jews: each could hold twenty or
thirty gallons. Jesus said to the

servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’, and they filled them to the brim.
‘Draw some out now’ he told them ‘and take it to the steward.’
They did this; the steward tasted the water, and it had turned into
wine. Having no idea where it came from – only the servants who
had drawn the water knew – the steward called the bridegroom
and said, ‘People generally serve the best wine first, and keep the
cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink; but you have
kept the best wine till now.’
    This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was given at
Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his disciples
believed in him.
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REFLECTION by Fr Emmanuel

Many Gifts for the Same Purpose
Some people have a natural talent at picking out the perfect present. Unfortu-
nately, I’m not one of these people. But even for this hopeless gift-chooser,
it’s fascinating to see how people react when they receive gifts, and even more
intriguing to observe what they do with them. Many years ago, for a special
occasion I gave each of my nephew and nieces a present. But my nephew
began snivelling the moment he saw what his sister received. This was a
surprise, because his toy was the more sophisticated of the two. So only after
I demonstrated what it could do did he stop crying and become happy again.

Obviously children aren’t alone in being envious of other people’s gifts. For
adults, the same vice simply becomes more sinister and persistent. In our
younger days, it tends to manifest mainly with respect to material possessions.
In adulthood, it also extends to invisible properties, such as talents and
surroundings. Unlike for children, grown-up envy will not stop at a few tears
or a tantrum, but often will trigger a chain reaction. St. Paul must have been
aware of this and its debilitating effects in the community, so he explained in
his letter to the Corinthians, “There is a variety of gifts but always the same
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Spirit”. Accordingly, from the One Spirit comes an endless variety of gifts,
each unique and special, yet directed to the same goal of glorifying God and
sanctifying His people. And since these gifts share a common purpose, they
are designed to complement rather than conflict.

Picture for instance a stained glass window, which contains many different
colours. Should envy cause all the parts to take on the same tint, we will no
longer have a picture but a plain coloured window. Likewise, there may be
certain qualities that others have which we also wish for. But what good is
having a thousand rocket scientists, if we don’t have manual workers who
can turn their theories into reality? Likewise, all that envy does is to hinder
the development of our own gifts, as we’d fall into unnecessary bitterness
and end up neglecting our own God-given talents.

St. John Vianney explains; “Envy, my children, follows pride; whoever is
envious is proud. See, envy comes to us from Hell; the devils having sinned
through pride, sinned also through envy, envying our glory, our happiness.
Why do we envy the happiness and the goods of others? Because we are
proud; we should like to be the sole possessors of talents, riches, of the
esteem and love of the world. We hate our equals, because they are our
equals; our inferiors, from the fear that they may equal us; our superiors,
because they are above us. In the same way, my children, that the devil after
his fall felt, and still feels, extreme anger at seeing us the heirs of the glory
of the good God, so the envious man feels sadness at seeing the spiritual and
temporal prosperity of his neighbour.”

All our gifts come from the same gracious God, and He shall gladly reveal
His intended purpose if we ask Him with a spirit of gratitude. If we humbly
discern our talents, He will demonstrate exactly how we may use them for
His greater love. So firstly, we must thank God the benevolent Giver,
appreciate in all people the diversity of His gifts, which we can unite and
combine for the purpose of salvation.

So let us be mindful of the teaching of the holy Curé of Ars: “Good
Christians…envy no one; they love their neighbour; they rejoice at the good
that happens to him, and they weep with him if any misfortune comes upon
him.”

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE COMPULSORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no
need to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile
phone must sign-in at the entrance. Please sanitise your hands as
you enter.

PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL OR HAS
COVID SYMPTOMS.

Register Positive Rapid Antigen Test Results Online
with Service NSW or call the centre on 13 77 88. This will help you
quickly understand your relative level of risk and access support from
NSW Health.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS             16 January 2022
• Catholics, Vaccines and Science
• Vinnies oppose Bishops
• Experience the magic of Taizé
• Angels in the architecture: Why cathedrals are important
• Movie review: Don't look up
• The century-making priest

Collections Update is at end of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):

DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your name or envelope number (if you have
one) as a reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
 Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1,
2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy lessons
and hand out activity books in primary schools.
 Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:

For more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.

New Readers Wanted! Readers Training
Schedule for new and current readers.
We are looking to recruit new people to proclaim the
Scriptures at Mass. Please come forward to express your
interest.  All new and current readers  are required to
participate in one of the training sessions on: 18th Jan
(Tue) at 7pm, or;  22nd Jan (Sat) at 10:30am. Please
notify the office the session that you wish to attend.

Plate collection
We have returned to the previous practise of passing
the plate at collection. As more people are returning to
the church, this was considered to be the more hygienic
practise, as it will ensure less movements inside. As for
the ‘touching’ of the plates, this shouldn’t be an issue
so long as everyone sanitises their hands upon entry, as
our hands will not be in contact with anything signifi-
cant. We have also ordered collection bags with long
handles so once these arrive we will be even better off.
We ask you to please make sure to sanitise the hands
as you enter, and exercise prudence at all times.

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series Continues
with Dr Mary Healy - Live Online, Saturday 12 Febru-
ary 2022, 10 – 11:30 AM
Topic ‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’  Dr Mary Healy is a profes-
sor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit,
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, as well
as an accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential via

Enquiries: 

Ageing Well MasterClasses now available
in your community
Bringing together a team of clinical experts and
professionals in the field of ageing, Catholic Care’s
Ageing Well masterclasses will help you live life to the
full.
Delivered as a series of master classes, Age Well covers
everything you need to know from staying connected to
community, diet and exercise, navigating the many
choices around ageing support, why mental health matters
as we age and financial and legal planning.
Ageing Well masterclasses are due to begin in February
2022 and will be held in casual, non-judgemental
community forums in Liverpool, Haberfield and
Lidcombe. Please visit  and
enter your details to receive an invitation.

Support for the House of Welcome The
House of Welcome works with people seeking asylum
and refugees to provide critical casework, housing,
employment, food bank and emergency living
assistance. During COVID-19 the demand for financial
assistance has risen. The Emergency Living Package
program has increased by 216% due to amplified levels
of distress and hardship amongst their clients. Please
donate to the Emergency Relief Package or donate
staple food items to the House of Welcome foodbank.
To enquire what the current food shortages are; contact
the office on: office@houseofwelcome.com.au or
phone: 02 97279290

Catholic Engaged Encounter: Marriage Prep-
aration Course at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills, to
strengthen and enrich your relationship; building vital
skills for lifelong marriage. For further information and
to register go to www.engagedencounter.org.au
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power

of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week      (17 - 23 January 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: No 7:00pm mass for the
months of January and February; this will resume in March.
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Reny Ng
Arlene Burton N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Judith Orrock
Gregory Cheng N/A

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

Leony Hamor
Nely Gasataya N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536. www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Divine Retreat Centre, Somersby: January
Program led by the spiritual arm of the Vincentian
Missionaries. See Flyer in the notice board outside the church.

Coffee Conversations for the Synod
The Synod of Bishops consultation has now
commenced and parishioners are invited to
gather in small groups to discuss one or more of
the topics for the Synod. This is a low key dis-
cussion with responses invited to the National
Team by February 27. The Coffee Conversation
leaflet will be available in parishes for interested
parishioners to assist in the conversation. For
information contact Sr Jo Brady RSJ at

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome. It
is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our com-
munity. Please complete a parish registration & cen-
sus form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.

Baptism on Sunday
16th January at 11am

Lillian-Isabella Mary Dower
Child of

Guy Dower and Thet Zun

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay, Henaa
Jawher & Sue Bain
LINEN:  Ancy Joy    VACUUM:  Justin Isaac

Saints of the Week
Mon 17 Saint Antony, Abbot
Thu 20 Saint Fabian, Pope, Martyr
             Saint Sebastian, Martyr
Fri 21 Saint Agnes, Virgin, Martyr
Sat 22 Saint Vincent, Deacon, Martyr

EthicsFinder.com Find Church teaching and
the best articles, books and videos on bioethics,
business ethics, cancel culture, human rights, mar-
riage, subsidiarity, and 100+ other topics. Try
ACU’s free digital tool 

Lost and Found   Please contact the office on
9809 3536 if you have lost a necklace with a cross
pendant. We have collected a lot of lost items in the
church during the past years. Collect your lost item
otherwise these will be given to St Vincent de Paul.


