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The Baptism of the Lord - Year C/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Mt 3: 16-17
After the Lord was baptized, the
heavens were opened, and the
Spirit descended upon him like a
dove, and the voice of the Father
thundered: This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well
pleased.

A feeling of expectancy had
grown among the people, who
were beginning to think that
John might be the Christ, so
John declared before them all,
‘I baptise you with water, but
someone is coming, someone
who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to undo the
strap of his sandals; he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.’ Now when all the
people had been baptised and
while Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily
shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You
are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

1st Reading:
Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
The glory of the Lord shall be
revealed and all people shall see it

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 103:1-2,3-4,24-25,27-30

Oh, bless the Lord,
my soul.
2nd Reading:
Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7
He saved us through the water of
rebirth and renewal in the Holy
Spirit.

Gospel Acclamation:
cf. Luke 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
John said: He who is to come is
mightier than I; he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 3:15-16,21-22
When Jesus had been baptised
and had been praying, the
heavens were opened and the
Holy Spirit came upon him.

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 1: 32, 34
Behold the One of whom John
said: I have seen and testified
that this is the Son of God.

Luke 3:15-16,21-22

REFLECTION by Fr Emmanuel
When were you baptised?
Do you remember the date of your Baptism? Admittedly, it’s easier for me
to recall, because it happened ten days before arriving in Australia. When
my parents decided that we would migrate overseas, our parish priest
insisted that he baptise the whole family before departing, as he felt we
were like sheep going into a den of wolves. He thought – rightly so – as
soon as we land on unfamiliar shores, we’d be swarmed by people who are
keen to lure us to their religion. It was a wise decision, especially considering we were less than a year since converting to Catholicism and hadn’t
established deep enough roots to fend off the spiritual assaults.
If there is any consolation for not being born into the faith (i.e. being a
convert) it must be the enduring memories of the sacraments, as I recall
vividly my Baptism, first Confession, first Holy Communion, Confirmation, and Ordination. But even if one’s own infant Baptism cannot be
recalled apart from some old photographs and a faded certificate, it would
be worthwhile to find out the date in order to celebrate it. After all, it is the
date of our spiritual rebirth, the occasion of our existential renewal, which
enlightened our soul to recognise the kingdom of God – “Truly, truly, I say
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
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Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
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St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees

&
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents. Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn
3:3) Jesus explained, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (Jn 3:6) Accordingly, Baptism,
which the Church describes as “the gateway to life in the Spirit (vitae
spiritualis ianua)” (CCC 1213) allows us to be ‘freed from sin and
reborn as children of God’, so that mere creatures may share in the
supernatural vision of reality as known by the Creator.
The Catechism states: “Baptism seals the Christian with the indelible
spiritual mark (character) of his belonging to Christ.” (CCC 1272) In this
sense, we could view the reception of the sacrament as our RSVP to
Christ’s heavenly invitation. Jesus first calls us to share in his eternal
banquet. So we respond by freely choosing to receive Baptism, and to
live according to our commitment of faith, just as the Lord is faithful to
his promise of salvation. GWhat a great privilege, that the effects of this
ontological change should surpass the greatest human hope and expectation! “No sin can erase this mark” (CCC 1272), which means the
heavenly invitation can never be revoked, not even by the Lord Himself.
As a result, since no one has the power to cancel Baptism, we can only
embrace or reject the duties pertaining to it, which carries eternal consequences.
Therefore, in the celebration of the first and the most important Baptism
of all – Jesus’ own – we commemorate the very beginning of Christ’s
formal invitation to His wedding guests. At the same time, by recalling
our own Baptism and giving thanks, we return to that moment when we
said our first yes to the Lord and renew the same vows we made, to
renounce sin and to proclaim faith in our Triune God and His Holy
Church.
So when were you baptised? If you remember, then on this feast, you can
give thanks for that day when you sent your RSVP, when you said your
first yes to Jesus to attend his eternal banquet. But if you don’t remember
somehow, why not make an effort to find out, so you can do the same?

Silence in the Church

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the
tabernacle. Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual
preparation and thanksgiving before and after Mass.

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE COMPULSORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no
need to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile
phone must sign-in at the entrance. Please sanitise your hands as
you enter.
PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL OR HAS
COVID SYMPTOMS.
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Collections Update is at end of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your name or envelope number (if you have
one) as a reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

Plate collection
We have returned to the previous practise of passing
the plate at collection. As more people are returning to
the church, this was considered to be the more hygienic
practise, as it will ensure less movements inside. As for
the ‘touching’ of the plates, this shouldn’t be an issue
so long as everyone sanitises their hands upon entry, as
our hands will not be in contact with anything significant. We have also ordered collection bags with long
handles so once these arrive we will be even better off.
We ask you to please make sure to sanitise the hands
as you enter, and exercise prudence at all times.

PULPIT POINTS

9 January 2022

Catholic Weekly is having a brief summer break.
The next edition will be published on
16th January.

New Readers Wanted! Readers Training
Schedule for new and current readers.
We are looking to recruit new people to proclaim the
Scriptures at Mass. Please come forward to express your
interest. All new and current readers are required to
participate in one of the training sessions on: 18th Jan
(Tue) at 7pm, or; 22nd Jan (Sat) at 10:30am. Please
notify the office the session that you wish to attend.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1,
2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy lessons
and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:
For more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.

Ageing Well MasterClasses now available
in your community

Anniversary - Monday 10 January, 11am; Principal
Celebrant: Bishop Terry Brady. Livestreamed from Our
Lady’s Home in Coogee

Bringing together a team of clinical experts and
professionals in the field of ageing, Catholic Care’s
Ageing Well masterclasses will help you live life to the
full.
Delivered as a series of master classes, Age Well covers
everything you need to know from staying connected to
community, diet and exercise, navigating the many
choices around ageing support, why mental health matters
as we age and financial and legal planning.
Ageing Well masterclasses are due to begin in February
2022 and will be held in casual, non-judgemental
community forums in Liverpool, Haberfield and
Lidcombe. Please visit
and
enter your details to receive an invitation.

Support for the House of Welcome The

Reclaiming Evangelisation Series

Livestream Mass - Eileen O'Connor Death

House of Welcome works with people seeking asylum
and refugees to provide critical casework, housing,
employment, food bank and emergency living
assistance. During COVID-19 the demand for financial
assistance has risen. The Emergency Living Package
program has increased by 216% due to amplified levels
of distress and hardship amongst their clients. Please
donate to the Emergency Relief Package or donate
staple food items to the House of Welcome foodbank.
To enquire what the current food shortages are; contact
the office on: office@houseofwelcome.com.au or
phone: 02 97279290

Continues
with Dr Mary Healy - Live Online, Saturday 12 February 2022, 10 – 11:30 AM
Topic ‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about
calling and forming disciples.’ Dr Mary Healy is a professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit,
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, as well
as an accomplished author and international speaker.
Places limited. Registrations essential via
Enquiries:
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Roster: 15 / 16 January 2022
Time

Acolyte

Readers

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sunitha Victor
Joan D’Souza

8:00AM
10:00AM

Stephen Topple
Moussa El Bayeh

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Nick Radice
Agnes Aldana
Jonatha Ling
Pauline Hendrawan

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A
N/A

(10 - 16 January 2022)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Fridays
8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
Saturdays 8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms: By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
9809 3536
Marriages: By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at 9809 3536

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: No 7:00pm mass for the
months of January and February; this will resume in March.
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary: 8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet: Wednesdays after Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am Saturday
5:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am Sunday
10:00 am Sunday

Divine Retreat Centre, Somersby: January

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome. It
is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration
& census form at the office. Consider volunteering
and joining the parish planned giving.

Saints of the Week
Thu 13 Saint Hilary, Bishop, Doctor

Baptism on Sunday
9th January at 11am
Jamie Patrick Horne
Child of
Christopher Horne and Michelle Finnerty

Summer Nights, Youth Retreat, 12-15
January 2022 Summer Nights is a four day
non-live in retreat experience held at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre at Varroville. In the picturesque grounds enjoy an outdoor event including
friends, fellowship, prayer & worship, excellent
speakers, Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, music
& dramas, powerful encounters with God. Run by
the Disciples of Jesus Community. From 12th –
15th January 2022. Ages 16-35
www.summerschool.org.au/summernights.

Program led by the spiritual arm of the Vincentian

EthicsFinder.com Find Church teaching and

Missionaries. See Flyer in the notice board outside the church.

the best articles, books and videos on bioethics,
business ethics, cancel culture, human rights, marriage, subsidiarity, and 100+ other topics. Try
ACU’s free digital tool www.ethicsfinder.com.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay, Henaa
Jawher & Sue Bain
LINEN: Ancy Joy VACUUM: Justin Isaac
RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536.

Lost and Found

Please contact the office
on 9809 3536 if you have lost a necklace with a
cross pendant. We have collected a lot of lost items
in the church during the past years. Collect your
lost item otherwise these will be given to St
Vincent de Paul.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

