
Entrance Antiphon:
Phil 4: 4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

1st Reading:
Zephaniah 3:14-18
With gladness the Lord will
rejoice over you.
Responsorial Psalm:
Isaiah 12

Cry out with joy
and gladness: for
among you is the

great and Holy
One of Israel.

2nd Reading:
Philippians 4:4-7
The Lord is near.

Gospel Acclamation:
Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me; he sent me to bring Good
News to the poor.      Alleluia!

Gospel:           Luke 3:10-18
What, then, must we do?

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Is 35: 4
Say to the faint of heart: Be
strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and
he will save us.
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Gospel
When all the people asked John, ‘What
must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone
has two tunics he must share with the
man who has none, and the one with
something to eat must do the same.’
There were tax collectors too who
came for baptism, and these said to
him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He
said to them, ‘Exact no more than your
rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their
turn, ‘What about us? What must we
do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation!

No extortion! Be content with your pay!’
    A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John
declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am,
and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his
hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into
his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go
out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he said to
exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them.
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Luke 3:10-18

 3rd Sunday of Advent - Year C/2

Pope Francis’ Gaudete Sunday Angelus Homily
Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, which is characterized by
Saint Paul’s invitation: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice…. The Lord is at hand” (Phil 4:4-5). It is not a superficial or purely
emotional cheerfulness that the Apostle exhorts, nor is it the cheerfulness of
worldliness or of consumerism. No, it is not that, but rather, it entails a more
authentic joy, the taste of which we are called to rediscover. The taste of true
joy. It is a joy that touches our innermost being, as we await Jesus, who has
already come to bring salvation to the world, the promised Messiah, born in
Bethlehem of the Virgin Mary. The liturgy of the Word offers us the
appropriate context for understanding and living out this joy. Isaiah speaks of
wilderness, of dry land, of plains (cf. 35:1); the Prophet has before him weak
hands, feeble knees, fearful hearts, people who are blind, deaf and dumb (cf.
vv. 3-6). The context of this situation is desolation, an inexorable fate without
God.
But finally salvation is proclaimed: “Be strong, fear not!” — the Prophet says
— “Behold, your God…. He will come and save you” (cf. Is 35:4). And
straight away everything is transformed: the desert blooms, comfort and joy
permeate hearts (cf. vv. 5-6). These signs proclaimed by Isaiah as signs of

GAUDETE SUNDAY
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:         Monday - Closed
           Tuesday - Friday   9:00am- 4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
                    Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:

Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Danima Grace (Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
                       (Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
5th Saturday - Arlene Burton
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy -  Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Danima Grace
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

salvation which is already present; they are fulfilled in Jesus. He himself
affirms it by responding to the messengers sent by John the Baptist — what
does Jesus say to these messengers? “The blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up”
(Mt 11:5). They are not words, but are facts which demonstrate how
salvation, brought by Jesus, seizes the human being and regenerates him.
God has entered history in order to free us from the slavery of sin; he set his
tent in our midst in order to share our existence, to heal our lesions, to bind
our wounds and to give us new life. Joy is the fruit of this intervention of
God’s salvation and love.
We are called to let ourselves be drawn in by the feeling of exultation. This
exultation, this joy…. But a Christian who isn’t joyful is a Christian who is
lacking something, or else is not a Christian! It is heartfelt joy, the joy
within which leads us forth and gives us courage. The Lord comes, he
comes into our life as a liberator; he comes to free us from all forms of
interior and exterior slavery. It is he who shows us the path of faithfulness,
of patience and of perseverance because, upon his return, our joy will be
overflowing. Christmas is near, the signs of his approach are evident along
our streets and in our houses; here too, in Saint Peter’s Square, the Nativity
scene has been placed with the tree beside it. These outward signs invite us
to welcome the Lord who always comes and knocks at our door, knocks at
our heart, in order to draw near to us; he invites us to recognize his footsteps
among the brothers and sisters who pass beside us, especially the weakest
and most needy.
Today we are called to rejoice for the imminent coming of our Redeemer;
and we are called to share this joy with others, giving comfort and hope to
the poor, the sick, and to people who are lonely and unhappy. May the
Virgin Mary, the “handmaid of the Lord”, help us to hear God’s voice in
prayer and to serve him with compassion in our brothers, so as to be
prepared for the Christmas appointment, preparing our hearts to welcome
Jesus.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE MANDATORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no need to
sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile phone must
sign-in at the entrance. It is important everyone continues to stay 1.5
metres away from others wherever possible. Congregational singing are
permitted.

Thank you Mr. Brian Story
Mr. Brian Story, our principal at St. Michael’s Primary has been newly
appointed to be the principal at Holy Spirit, North Ryde, beginning in
2022. With sadness we farewell him and wish him all the blessings in his
new role.

Welcome, Mrs. Alison Felici
We are blessed to hear the news that Mrs. Alison Felici, our current
assistant principal, has just been appointed to  be the new principal at St.
Michael’s Primary from 2022. We pray that the Lord may guide and
bless her in her new role.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS          12 December 2021
• Labourers for the vineyard. New priests fruit of
   Neocatechumenal Way.
• Death by a thousand cuts. Activists target religious
   exemptions.
• The cross behind bars. Prison Memoirs Vol 3.
• The subversion of the universities.
• Movie review: Westside Story
• Tired of the Church? Turn to St Francis.

Collections Update at the end of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
                          Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

Children's Mass Christmas Eve - 5.30pm
All families are warmly invited to a
Children's Mass on Christmas Eve at 5.30pm.
At this Mass a Nativity Play will be presented and we are
looking for children who would like to read at Mass and/or
to take part in the Nativity Play.  There will be a rehearsal on
Saturday 18th December at 10.00am in the church. If your
child is interested in participating, please email

Jesse Tree is now at the back of the church.  The
annual St. Michael Jesse Tree provides Christmas gifts to
residents of the Estia and Meadowbank Grove  Nursing
Homes. In keeping with this wonderful tradition, the Jesse
Tree has now been placed in the back foyer of the church.
We kindly request your generosity by taking a tag or two
from the tree. Please return your new, wrapped gift, with
the gift tag/card attached to the Church and place it under
the tree. If the Church is closed you may also leave the
gift at the parish office.  The nursing homes have supplied
us with gift suggestions as follows:
- Body lotion                                            - Hand cream
- Pjs and nighties (medium or large)      - Polo shirts
- Nail polish                                            - Deodorant
- Perfume
No chocolates, biscuits and cups.
We thank all our parishioners for your generous help in
always making the Jesse Tree program at St Michael’s
Meadowbank a success. Your kindness and thoughtful-
ness is greatly appreciated.  Gifts are due on
Sunday 19th December.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24th December, Friday

5:30pm Children’s Mass with Pageant
11:30pm Christmas Carols

12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass

 25th December, Saturday
 9:15am Christmas Day Mass
5:30pm Christmas Day Mass

26th December, Sunday
(Sunday Mass of the Holy Family)

8:00am Mass
10:00am Mass

New Year’s Day Mass
1st  January, Saturday

11:00am Mass
5:30pm Vigil Mass for Sunday

2nd January, Sunday
8:00am  and 10:am

Parish Reconciliation evening at 7:00 pm on

Tuesday 21st December 2021.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Half of Catholic children in Sydney are in public primary
and high schools.  Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings
with them and become a catechist or helper, ready to start in
Term 1, 2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy
step-by-step lessons and hand out activity books in primary
schools.  Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:

"Being a catechist is the most spiritually fulfilling thing I've
done"-  Rose.
For more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.
St Michael’s Meadowbank Parish Christmas
Carols Friday 17th December 2021 6:30pm-7:30pm in
the school playground. BYO picnic, rug/chairs, snacks
and drinks.  Dress code: “Christmassy”.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power

of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week    (13 - 19 December 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  3rd December at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer:  Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary:  8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:  Wednesdays after  Mass

Time  Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Sunitha Victor
Joan D'Souza N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Gregory Cheng
Nick Radice N/A

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Pauline Hendrawan
Jonathan Ling N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536. www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

New Readers Wanted! Readers Training
Schedule We are looking to recruit new people to proclaim
the Scriptures at Mass. Please come forward to express your
interest.  All new and current readers  are required to
participate in one of the training sessions on: 18th Jan (Tue)
at 7pm, or;  22nd Jan (Sat) at 10:30am.

Saints of the Week
Mon 13 Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr
Tue 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Financial Reports for FY 2021  are now available in the
 website.

Piety Stall Closed in December
WILL RE-OPEN NEXT YEAR.

Lights of Christmas 2021, St Mary’s
Cathedral forecourt, 9-25 December
Join in Sydney’s favourite free Christmas tradi-
tion, uniting families, locals and tourists with a
display of digital storytelling projected onto St
Mary’s Cathedral. Find out more:

Baptism on Sunday
12t December at 11am

Skylar-Rey Catherine Nguyen
Child of

Thanh Trung Nguyen &
Yen Phuong Le

19 December Sunday 4:00pm Mass
For Kamra Saba

on her First Year Death Anniversary

Aid to the Church in Need Australia
Requires: Transport for Pastoral Care in
Malawi. Bikes, motorcycles, cars, boats - and
even mules – are required to ensure that faith
reaches the people of Malawi. Your support will
help priests and religious to visit their people and
aid their ministry to administer the sacraments and
to keep the Faith alive. Visit
www.aidtochurch.org/monthlyproject.

Catholic Care Sydney is seeking volunteer as-
sistance from an experienced Legal Advisor for
one day a week, to provide advice on privacy, con-
sent matters, record keeping and conflicts of inter-
est. If you think you can help and would like to
learn more about this volunteer opportunity please
call 131819 or email
volunteers@catholiccare.org.


