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THE HOLY FAMILY - Year C/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Lk 2: 16
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and
the Infant lying in a manger.

Every year the parents of Jesus
used to go to Jerusalem for the
feast of the Passover. When he
was twelve years old, they went up
for the feast as usual. When they
were on their way home after the
feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem without his parents
knowing it. They assumed he was
with the caravan, and it was only
after a day’s journey that they went
to look for him among their
relations and acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went back
to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. Three days later, they found him
in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking
them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his
intelligence and his replies. They were overcome when they saw him, and
his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have, you done this to us? See how
worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were you
looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my
Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what he meant. He then
went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their
authority. His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men.

1st Reading:
1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28
For the whole of his life, Samuel
shall be lent to the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 83:2-3,5-6,9-10

How happy they
who dwell in
your house, O
Lord.
2nd Reading:
1 John 3:1-2,21-24
He calls you his own children, and
that is what you are.

Gospel Acclamation:
cf. Acts 16:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your
Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 2:41-52
His parents found him in the
temple, sitting among the
learned men listening to them.

Communion Antiphon:
Bar 3: 38
Our God has appeared on the
earth, and lived among us.

Luke 2:41-52

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Merry Christmas!
The last time Christmas fell on a Saturday I was a newly ordained deacon,
only 22 days after receiving the sacrament of Holy Orders. To be honest, I
don’t recall much of it. I think at the time my mind was too occupied with
making sure to do everything correctly and not make a mistake. I hope my
lack of recollection is an indication that all went reasonably well that year. As
for Christmas this year, most likely I will remember it for its extraordinary
circumstances. I do wish, though, that by the time another Christmas on
Saturday comes around, our most significant memory of Christmas 2021 will
not be of despair but hope.
The other day I happened to be stopped by a stranger who wanted to have a
chat about the state of current affairs. The gentleman was anxious to the point
his words constantly hinted at the end times, which is not so unusual these
days. Not that I agreed with all his hypotheses and analyses, but at least I could
sympathise with his sentiments, which, dare I say, sounded like a natural
reaction to a supernatural dilemma. So he made some credible observations,
but stopped short of reflecting deeper wisdom. He expressed his personal
opinions, but did not prophesy. Before trying to engage and understand any
issue, we ought to identify its nature and cause. This is what the prophets did
well, to reflect and pray for God’s wisdom in order to read and interpret the
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees

&
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents. Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
signs of the times. So we must do the same, in order to participate fully in
Christ’s prophetic mission. (Cf. CCC, 1546)
Although for the last two years covid-19 has dominated our consciousness,
history has proven humanity’s resilience against pandemics far more calamitous than this. Likewise, despite being inundated with endless news
headlines, warnings, and the threats of border closures and lockdowns,
there is no doubt that this catastrophe will also come to pass – hopefully
soon! However, what shall remain in its wake? Will we still recognise our
world as before? Will we be the same, especially in how we relate to one
another? We can already notice some disturbing signs: the division and
tension among the people; the growing disparity between poor and rich
nations; a general spirit of suspicion and distrust; the insidious anti-life and
anti-Christian agendas gaining traction; and the potential to misuse power
to drive those agendas by fear and coercion. So what will become of these
side-effects once we’ve moved past the disease?
Right now, we find ourselves caught in the eye of a storm, which may seem
as if our world is fast crumbling. Most alarming is the disintegration of
Christian foundations in Western society, which will undoubtedly have
devastating repercussions. Yet against all odds, Christ comes again to
remind us of his eternal hope which cannot be hidden or extinguished. Two
millennia ago, he came into a hostile world, which threatened him from the
moment of his conception. Not much has changed, as after two thousand
years, his Church and his disciples are still treated with antagonism and
resistance. Yet the birth of Jesus simply cannot be ‘cancelled’ as shown by
many who have tried with no real success. Indeed, despite wielding an
immense worldly authority, every powerful tyrant in history failed to
eradicate Christianity, beginning with satan, who “pursued the woman who
had borne the child… and poured water like a river out of his mouth after
woman, to sweep her away with the flood.” (C.f. Rev 12:13, 15) Here we
must listen again to the Lord’s own prophecy, “You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” Notice how the Church’s stance is proactive rather than passive. The
Catholic Church is not merely defending herself against the devil’s onslaught, but attacking the gates of hell and crushing it. It all begins with the
humble, defenceless child born in Bethlehem. He is the Son of God, who
comes to deliver us from sin and death. So there’s every reason to hope, and
no more reason to dwell in despair. For against all odds, and despite the dire
circumstances, God sends His only-Begotten Son to save us. So what more
could we possibly ask for?

Christmas Offering Envelopes are still available in church pews.
The money from these envelopes goes to a Central Fund that attends to the
needs of the priests of the Archdiocese. These include: sick priests, priests in
special works, migrant chaplains and priests undertaking further studies.
Some of these priests are often “out of sight, out of mind” but they do need
to be supported. Please give them some thought especially at this time.

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE COMPULSORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no need to
sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile phone must signin at the entrance.
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Collections Update at the end of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Acct
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of
the month.

Plate collection
From this week we will be returning to the previous
practise of passing the plate at collection. As more people are returning to the church, this was considered to
be the more hygienic practise, as it will ensure less
movements inside. As for the ‘touching’ of the plates,
this shouldn’t be an issue so long as everyone sanitises
their hands upon entry, as our hands will not be in contact with anything significant. We have also ordered
collection bags with long handles so once these arrive
we will be even better off. We ask you to please make
sure to sanitise the hands as you enter, and exercise
prudence at all times.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and
become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1,
2022. Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy lessons
and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Visit this website to find out more about the work
catechists do, whether at primary or secondary level:
For more information, contact Cynthia Matusiak on
0492 974 210.

New Readers Wanted! Readers Training
Schedule for new and current readers.
We are looking to recruit new people to proclaim the
Scriptures at Mass. Please come forward to express your
interest. All new and current readers are required to
participate in one of the training sessions on: 18th Jan
(Tue) at 7pm, or; 22nd Jan (Sat) at 10:30am. Please
notify the office the session that you wish to attend.

PULPIT POINTS
●
●
●
●
●
●

26 December 2021

The amazing Christian art of Daniel Mitsui
God, faith and a 27kg lump of gold
How to make a brilliant family Christmas
Living in a time of conflict
From Ukraine with love
New biography of Pope Benedict XVI

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24th December, Friday
5:30pm Children’s Mass
11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
25th December, Saturday
9:15am Christmas Day Mass
5:30pm Christmas Day Mass

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
26th December, Sunday
(Sunday Mass of the Holy Family)
8:00am Mass
10:00am Mass

New Year’s Day Mass
1st January, Saturday
11:00am Mass
5:30pm Vigil Mass for Sunday

2nd January, Sunday (Epiphany)
8:00am and 10:00am

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful
and Healthy New Year – a Heartfelt Thank
You
Fr Emmanuel and the Parish staff thank all the
parishioners for their contributions and participation
throughout 2021. We thank you for your participation to
our zoom meetings during the lockdown and to those who
were involved in delivering food to our sick parishioners.
We especially thank everyone who has prepared our
liturgies and decorations for Christmas: altar society,
musicians, readers, acolytes, servers, collectors, Jesse tree
organisers, decorators and many more.

Help Needed We are looking for a good Samaritan who could pick up Elizabeth Hagley, from Meadowbank Grove Care Community at 8 Sherbrooke Road, West
Ryde, for the Sunday 10am Mass each week. Her room is
230 and the number to call is 88785200 or her direct
number 88785574.

Silence in the Church

Please maintain a
respectful silence in the church at all times, knowing that
Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle. Also, let us be
mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation
and thanksgiving before and after Mass.
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Roster: 1 / 2 January 2022
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Time

Acolyte

Readers

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Rose Dearden
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM
10:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon
John Fillion

Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock
Livia Bolanca
Jeremy Billings

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A
N/A

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Saints & Feasts of the Week
(27 Dec - 2 Jan 2021) Mon 27 Saint John, Apostle, Evangelist Feast

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Fridays
8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
Saturdays 8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms: By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
9809 3536
Marriages: By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at 9809 3536

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 7th January at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary: 8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet: Wednesdays after Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am Saturday
5:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am Sunday
10:00 am Sunday

Financial Reports for FY 2021 are now available in the
website.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

Are you new to the Parish? Welcome. It is great to
have you here. Please make our parish your home. Feel welcome
to share experiences and ministries from your previous parish
with our community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and joining the
parish planned giving.

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536.

Tue 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs Feast
Wed 29 Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
Fri 31 Saint Silvester I, Pope
Sat 1 Mary, Mother Of God Solemnity
Sun 2 The Epiphany Of The Lord Solemnity

Blue Mountains Epiphany Pilgrimage
+ Fiesta 2022 Celebrate the Christmas season
with a two-day pilgrimage and fiesta! Choose from
a classic pilgrimage experience or family adventure pilgrimage on Sunday, Jan 2 then join the festivities at St Finbars Church, Glenbrook including
Mass, a festive meal, jumping castle and children’s
movie night as well as praise, worship and Adoration. Stay overnight at Finbars, then continue the
celebrations on Monday, Jan 3 with a morning pilgrimage and Mass in the bush. For more information and to register
visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org

Summer Nights, Youth Retreat, 12-15
January 2022 Summer Nights is a four day
non-live in retreat experience held at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre at Varroville. In the picturesque grounds enjoy an outdoor event including
friends, fellowship, prayer & worship, excellent
speakers, Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, music
& dramas, powerful encounters with God. Run by
the Disciples of Jesus Community. From 12th –
15th January 2022. Ages 16-35
www.summerschool.org.au/summernights.

Piety Stall Closed in December
WILL RE-OPEN NEXT YEAR.

Lost and Found

Please contact the office
on 9809 3536 if you have lost a necklace with a
cross pendant. We have collected a lot of lost
items in the church during the past years. Please
collect your lost item otherwise these will be given
to St Vincent de Paul.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

