
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 37: 22-23
Forsake me not, O Lord, my
God; be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my
help,  O Lord, my strong
salvation!

1st Reading:
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 17(18):2-4,47,51

I love you, Lord,
my strength.

2nd Reading:
Hebrews 7:23-28
Christ, because he remains for
ever, can never lose his priesthood

Gospel Acclamation:
John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my
words, and my Father will love
them, and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel:        Mark 12:28-34
'You are not far from the kingdom
of God'

Communion Antiphon:
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Gospel
One of the scribes came up to
Jesus and put a question to
him, ‘Which is the first of all the
commandments?’ Jesus
replied, ‘This is the first: Listen,
Israel, the Lord our God is the
one Lord, and you must love
the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind and with all your
strength. The second is this:
You must love your neighbour
as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than
these.’ The scribe said to him,

‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and
there is no other. To love him with all your heart, with all your
understanding and strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself,
this is far more important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’ Jesus,
seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the
kingdom of God.’ And after that no one dared to question him any more.
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Mark 12:28-34

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Love God. Love Thy Neighbour
“To love [God] with all your heart, with all your understanding and strength,
and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any
holocaust or sacrifice.” According to Jesus, anyone who truly believes, pro-
fesses, and practises this are “not far from the kingdom of God”. If the Lord
said this to a scribe, who was yet to be a professed disciple, imagine how much
closer to heaven we baptised Catholics would be if we were to follow his two
greatest commandments.
Since the easing of the lockdown some two weeks ago, there’s been a notice-
able increase in traffic of both cars as well as people. So I joked to a friend
recently, “I’m not used to seeing all these people.” There was an element of
truth in this otherwise light-hearted jest, as the film ‘Cast Away’ comes to
mind. In it, the protagonist is stranded on an uninhabited island, where he
develops a personal attachment to a volleyball. Ironically, in isolation and
loneliness he has no issue treating this inanimate object as a living companion.
In contrast, however, once he returns to civilisation his interaction with actual
human beings becomes rather awkward. Similarly, coming out of a long and
hard lockdown, we may experience some anxiety in returning to one another’s
company. For too long we’d been isolated, distanced from God’s Real Pres-
ence and separated from each another. To make matter worse, we are still
dealing with a pandemic, which has now elevated self-preservation to be the
highest human ideal. But is our instinct for survival worthy of being the
greatest commandment? Will it take us nearer to God’s kingdom? If eternal
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

life is our ultimate goal, we ought to follow not the world’s greatest
commandment but Christ’s, which, above all, is to love God and to love our
neighbours as ourselves.
Admittedly this can be a greater challenge in a pandemic, which perhaps
explains why God showed me a fitting example as I was sitting in a church
one day. This occurred following the first mask mandate in indoor venues.
As I was waiting to go to Confession, an unmasked woman entered and sat
a few pews away. Suddenly, all eyes were on her, not only because she was
a ‘potential health threat’ according to the mainstream health advice, but
because she began to sob audibly. Then to my surprise, another lady sitting
near her immediately approached and asked how she was. Instead of
treating this upset stranger as a maskless leper, the lady then affectionately
embraced the woman and began to comfort her. So indeed, God was
showing us all, that we can still find ways to love Him and to love one
another even in a pandemic. Most people, including myself, were probably
timid about getting close for fear of an infection. But was this not reflective
of the alarmism we’d unwittingly come to adopt? For there was nothing to
indicate this woman could be infectious, as her being maskless was not a
proof of sickness. Alas, this is reflective of the culture, in which innocence
is hardly presumed – i.e. guilty until proven innocent. On the other hand,
the comforting lady was more concerned about the wellbeing of her un-
known neighbour, because she recognised that authentic Christian charity
was indeed a commandment greater than any other human good.

Still, we may be concerned about our own safety as we now prepare to
return to a more normative social existence. As for our churches, we have
waited a week longer to open, precisely because all people – regardless of
their personal health choice – are equally welcome in the house of God. But
practically, this should in no way pose a greater health risk as it was a
decision made in conjunction with the government and its health experts.
In fact, as long as we remain diligent, churches should in theory be far safer
than even supermarkets, where people are constantly moving in and out and
about. So in our efforts to love God and our neighbours, let us again
welcome all to return to the Real Presence of Jesus, so together we may be
taken closer to his kingdom.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update - MASKS ARE MANDATORY.
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no need
to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile phone must
sign-in at the entrance.  Congregational singing are not permitted. Please
see sitting instructions in the church for Families, Single and Couples.
The 4 square metre rule and 1.5m social distancing now applies.

A message from our School's Family Educator, Kirrily McDermott
All Souls Family Prayer Evening and a conversation with Bridget Sakr-
Thursday 4 November 7.30- 8.30pm. Gather the family, light a candle and
join us on Zoom at 7.30pm as we remember and pray for our departed
loved ones. Immediately after at 8pm, join us for a conversation and Q&A
from Bridget Sakr who lost her daughter Veronique in a tragic accident at
Oatlands as she reflects on grief, loss and hope and her online ministry
HeartFELT.      Zoom Meeting ID 6315856 8988.      Password: Hope

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS 31 OCTOBER 2021
• Hold the line! Archbishop urges NSW to stay strong
  on anti-slavery law
• Barron Down Under:  Don’t miss out on this unique
  experience open to all
• Kristina Keneally:  Faith’s no barrier to politics
• Hayden Ramsay:  The new normal? The challenges in
  working from home permanently
• Domestic Church:  Maronite faith in the home
• Justice for refugees

Collections Update next Month End
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of the month.

ALL SOULS DAY MASS
TUESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2021

Masses will be at 9:15am and 7:00pm

- As last year the front Alcove (St Joseph) will become the
Shrine of Remembrance for loved ones who have passed
away.
- A Book of Remembrance will be available with names of
your deceased loved ones that are included in the Novem-
ber Mass offerings.
- The names will not be read out during Masses but
Fr Emmanuel will offer the Masses for all during the
month of November.
- During November, 10 minutes before each Mass, a book
bearer will move the Book of Remembrance from the al-
cove to the table in front of the altar, light the angel can-
dles, and say a prayer (provided on table). Family
members/friends of the deceased are invited to participate
in the prayer.
- A list of Masses will be available for you to register. This
will be available on a table at the entrance of Hughes Street
from Tuesday 28th October 2021.
**The Remembrance Book will be available for all to write
prayers and messages from Tuesday 28th October 2021
** - There will be a platform set up in the Alcove for you
to place photos or mementos of your loved ones, as well as
flowers - these will remain for the month of November.
- The votive candle stand will be moved to Alcove for All
Souls Day and the month of November.

Instructions for the November Book Bearer
1. 10 minutes prior to Mass, the registered book bearer
(with family) goes to the Alcove of Remembrance (front,
right side).
2. Pick up the Book of Remembrance and move it to the
table set in  front of the altar.
3. Light the Angel candles.
4. Say the prayer provided on the table.
5. Genuflect/bow to the tabernacle. Return to seat.
*Please register beforehand on the roster sheet to indicate
at which Mass you wish to participate. (Available on a ta-
ble at the entrance of Hughes Street )
**In case of an unplanned absence or lateness, the above
will be carried out by another volunteer before Mass.

SAY NO TO THE EUTHANASIA BILL
SEND YOUR MESSAGE TO THE NSW PARLIAMENT TO-
DAY: PROTECT VULNERABLE PEOPLE BY REJECTING

THIS DANGEROUS BILL
It’s vital to make your voice heard – by sending a mes-
sage to Victor Dominello our local Member of Parlia-
ment today to stop the deadly Greenwich Bill legalising
euthanasia and assisted suicide in NSW.
The Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021 (Greenwich
Bill)  is much more dangerous than previous propos-
als... as it removes many protections that were present
in the 2017 Bill.  For example, the doctors signing off
on someone’s death don’t even need to meet and exam-
ine the patient in-person; they can sign-off on a pa-
tient’s death via telehealth. The Greenwich Bill requires
no mental health assessment of the patient, and no man-
datory reporting to the coroner. There are many more
concerns about this bill that put vulnerable people at
great risk.
Using the link below, please write an urgent letter di-
rectly to the NSW Parliament  – it will only take a few
minutes for you to help bring hope and save lives.

Thank you for standing up for the vulnerable
and joining in collective action to defend life.

All Souls Day Envelopes are at the table along
Hughes Street entrance. There will be no daily Mass
offerings for the month of November.  Place your duly
completed envelopes during Mass at the collection boxes.

St Michael’s Meadowbank
and St Kevin’s Eastwood
ROSARY 9 DAY NOVENA FOR
PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN
FROM 10 TO 18 NOVEMBER
2021 at 8:00 PM.
Zoom Meeting ID 623 6554 1273
Password: rosary

The facebook link:
https://www.facebook.com/events/304810081179489/



Roster: 6 / 7 November 2021

The Parish Bulletin St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power

of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who wander through the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week       (1 - 7 November 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15 am- 8:55 am (AEST)
                                                4:45 pm- 5:15 pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice) - Ring Parish Office at  9809 3536
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45 am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  5th Nov  at 7:00 pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35 am
Rosary: 8:50 am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15 am- 8:55 am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

 Family Mass
 Youth Readers N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon  Judith Orrock
 Gemma Evesson N/A

10:00AM John Fillion  Maureen Richardson
 Raul Nigli N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15 am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15 am   Saturday
5:30 pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00 am   Sunday
10:00 am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring up the parish office on 9809 3536.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Archbishop's Afghan Refugee Appeal
This appeal is continuing to raise desperately needed
funds and commit the Archdiocesan resources across
education, health and welfare to support Afghan
families and individuals fleeing their homeland in the
wake of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan.
Donations can be made online
here: https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/ara/

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to
volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please DONATE at the Altar Society box at the
church doors.

Church Cleaners Roster for November
Gemma Martin, Constance Leung, Reny Ng, Min Kyung-Ahn &
Kamal Skar
LINEN:  Prescilla Luzon            VACUUM:  Anto Ambrose

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal 30/31 October
Your generosity donations support our sick and retired priests,
providing them with appropriate accommodation and assistance
with transition into retirement, medical and dental care, pastoral
and other practical support – to give them a life of relative comfort
and dignity in retirement.
To donate visit 

Saints of the Week
Mon 1 ALL SAINTS Solemnity
Tue 2 ALL SOULS
Wed 3 Saint Martin de Porres, Religious
Thu 4 Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop

Monday 1st November
All Saints Day Mass: 9:15 am

Tuesday 2nd November
All Souls Day Masses:

        9:15 am and 7:00 pm
1st Friday Mass - 5th November

        7:00 pm

Confirmation Dates

Friday 26th November at
6:00 pm

Saturday 27th November at
1:00 pm


