
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 27: 8-9
The Lord is the strength of his
people, a saving refuge for the
one he has anointed. Save your
people, Lord, and bless your
heritage, and govern them for
ever.

1st Reading: Job 38:1,8-11
From the heart of the tempest the
Lord gives Job his answer

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 106(107):23-26,28-32

Give thanks to
the Lord, his love

is everlasting.

2nd Reading:
2 Corinthians 5:14-17
We do not judge anyone by the
standards of the flesh

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 7:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared
among us; God has visited his
people.                        Alleluia!

Gospel:          Mark 4:35-41
'Even the wind and the sea obey
him'

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 144: 15
The eyes of all look to you,
Lord, and you give them their
food in due season.
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Gospel
With the coming
of evening, Jesus
said to his
disciples, ‘Let us
cross over to the
other side.’ And
leaving the crowd
behind they took
him, just as he
was, in the boat;
and there were

other boats with him. Then it began to blow a gale and the
waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost
swamped. But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion,
asleep. They woke him and said to him, ‘Master, do you not
care? We are going down!’ And he woke up and rebuked
the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be calm!’ And the
wind dropped, and all was calm again. Then he said to
them, ‘Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have
no faith?’ They were filled with awe and said to one
another, ‘Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey
him.’
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Mark 4:35-41

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

St. Thomas More, a Martyr for our Time (Feast Day: 22 June)

Born in 1478 in England, an extremely gifted Thomas More wore many hats
in his life –  lawyer, judge, philosopher, author, Renaissance humanist, and
statesman – just to name a few. However, at the conclusion of his earthly life,
he would be known primarily as a martyr and saint. Who could have imagined,
that after such an illustrious career, his most eminent title would speak of his
death rather than his life and worldly achievements? But then, what temporal
honour could surpass the reward of a martyr’s crown? Indeed, even the
smallest heavenly merit would trump the greatest human accolade, for life on
earth is transient, whereas the kingdom of God is eternal.
Thomas More’s defining moment came during the height of his political
career as Lord Chancellor, an appointment which commenced in 1529. To
describe his deeply spiritual character, earlier in life, he had seriously dis-
cerned the vocation to be a monk. Later on, despite enjoying much worldly
success, he still maintained a spirit of piety, self-discipline, asceticism, and
penitence. Understandably, More had always been an ardent defender of
Church doctrine, especially that of papal authority. Initially, this would work
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

in his favour as King Henry VIII was himself a devout Catholic, on whom
the pope had bestowed the title of Fidei Defensor (Defender of the Faith)
for the publication of Assertio Septem Sacramentorum (“Defence of the
Seven Sacraments”). But More’s unrelenting fidelity to Rome and the
papacy became an issue, once the king attempted to legitimise his adultery,
divorce and remarriage.

Refusing to acquiesce, More resigned from his tenure as Lord Chancellor,
and was eventually tried for treason. He was charged on two accounts:
rejecting the king’s superior position as head of the Church, and; his
refusal to acknowledge the annulment of Henry’s marriage to Catherine of
Aragon. Although Thomas More brilliantly defended his public silence on
the matter using the legal maxim “qui tacet consentire videtur” (“one who
keeps silent seems to consent”), the jury took just fifteen minutes to find
him guilty. Immediately following the verdict, the future saint freely
attested, that “no temporal man may be the head of the spirituality”,
meaning no one had the power to supplant the pope and his God-given
authority.

On 6th July, 1535, as he was about to be executed by decapitation, Thomas
More said to one of the officials, “I pray you, master Lieutenant, see me
safe up and [for] my coming down, let me shift for my self.” Then he
announced, that he was “the king’s good servant, but God’s first.” After
kneeling and reciting the Miserere (Ps 51, which reads: “Have mercy on
me, O God…”), his executioner pleaded for forgiveness. More promptly
rose up, kissed, and pardoned him. Then he commended his spirit to the
Lord, who would welcome him into the heavenly kingdom as a saint and
martyr.

This week, as we prepare to celebrate the feast of Sts. Thomas More and
John Fisher, may their example be a reminder, that no amount of worldly
achievement or recognition can equal the humblest act that glorifies God.
Likewise, through their intercession, let us ask for the grace of holy
perseverance and the spirit of martyrdom, as we recite the prayer of St.
Thomas More:

O Lord, give us a mind that is humble, quiet, peaceable, patient and
charitable, and a taste of your Holy Spirit in all our thoughts, words and
deeds. O Lord, give us a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity, a love
of You. Take from us all lukewarmness in meditation and all dullness in
prayer. Give us fervour and delight in thinking of You, Your grace, and
Your tender compassion toward us. Give us, good Lord, the grace to
work for the things we pray for. Amen.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no need
to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile phone must
sign-in at the entrance.  Congregational singing are now permitted.  NO
mingling in large groups.

The two square metre rule and 1.5m social distancing still applies.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                 20 June 2021
• Queen’s Birthday Honours: Catholics feature
• The beauty of Palliative Care
• Pilgrimage makes a comeback
• Parish opens library for the homeless
• Book review: Holy Land Pilgrimage by Stephen J. Binz
• Drop the virtue-signalling

Collections Update at the End of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of the month.

From our School's Family Educator-
Kirrily McDermott
Playgroup has returned to our Parish Hall! If you have a
toddler or preschooler at home, we'd love you to come
along for a morning of play, craft, story and song!
Our next session is on Thursday 28 June from 9.15am-
11am. Please bring a hat, piece of fruit, water bottle and a
gold coin donation. Please email Kirrily via
kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au or
call 0419890099.

FY2021/2022 Weekly Envelopes-
Planned Giving Envelopes Weekly Envelopes
from July 2021 are now available for collection at the
back of the church. Please take note that there are no
Weekly Envelopes for collection for those who send
their contribution through Direct Bank Transfers and
Standing Monthly Credit Card payments. Many thanks
for your generosity in supporting our Parish. May God
continue to bless you and remain with you always.

FY2021 Cut-Off Date for Envelopes
Please take note that the Financial Year end cut-off
date for receiving your contributions for weekly enve-
lopes (Planned Giving) is Wednesday 30 June 2021.

In most Australian states, doctors are not required to
provide medical assistance to children born alive as a

result of an abortion.
These babies are left to gasp for breath until they die.

They deserve the same rights and medical treatment as
any other human being.

Go to the website
https://www.georgechristensen.com.au/bornalive

And Click
SUPPORT THE BILL TO PROTECT CHILDREN

Holy Father’s Appeal 2021   Our parish will
hold the Holy Father’s Appeal on 3rd & 4th July for
which we ask your support. Through    your gift you can
help Pope Francis bring hope, opportunity and the spirit
of Jesus Christ to our less fortunate brothers and sisters
around the world. Thank you.

Catholic Mission: India COVID-19 Appeal
The aid agency, Catholic Mission, has launched an ur-
gent appeal to provide immediate help for vulnerable
communities devastated by COVID-19 in India.  Well
over 300,000 people have died from the illness in India
and hospitals have been struggling to cope. Through
donating to Catholic Mission, you will be playing a key
role in supporting the valuable work of mission hospitals
in the country.  Donate online via the Catholic Mission
website
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/donate/your-
donation?id=covid-19-india.

Finding help in Ryde/Gladesville areas
A community care worker has joined Holy Spirit Parish,
North Ryde and St Charles Borromeo, Ryde for help and
referrals to services concerned with relationships, parent-
ing, ageing, disability, addiction and mental health. To
make an appointment for this free, confidential* service
individuals and families can contact CatholicCare's
CCareline on 13 18 19.
* Consultations are confidential unless there is a risk
   of harm to you or others

Helpers Needed    We need helpers for the clean
up collection for St Michael’s on Sunday 27th June.
Please ring Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 or Don Smith
on 0141 748 302 if you are available to help. Thank you.

Charitable Works Fund- CWF
We collected $3,521 for CWF for May quarter. Many
thanks for your generosity.

We celebrate the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

in the month of June.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly

host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and
all the evil spirits who wander through the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week          (21 - 27 June 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am-8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  2nd July at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Prescilla Luzon
Sunitha Victor N/A

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Gemma Evesson
Mel Talisayon N/A

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

Jonathan Ling
Livia Bolanca N/A

Weekday Masses:
9:15am   Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15am   Saturday
5:30pm   Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am   Sunday
10:00am  Sunday

RCIA. Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 9809 3536.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google
calendar, you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing
the + button on the homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

PIETY STALL   The Piety Stall will be  open
this weekend after the 5.30 p.m. mass  on
Saturday  & the 10.00 a.m. mass on Sunday.
Please note  we will  not be open after the 8.00 a.m.
mass on Sunday morning until further notice.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 22nd June 9:15am

Birthday Blessings for
Andy & Barbara Ann Lohanda
Wednesday 23rd June 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Ceferino Valdez Sr
Thursday  24th June 9:15am

For the Well Being of Wei Zhong-Chun
Friday 25th June 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Philomina Paulraj
Saturday 26th June 9:15am

Good Health & Birthday Blessings for
Joan D'Souza

NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

THE ANNUAL ST VINCENT DE PAUL
WINTER APPEAL will take place THIS
WEEKEND. Envelopes are available in the pews
and at the Hughes street door of the Church.
Receipts will be issued for all donations. We ask
you to give generously and thank all those who
have helped us in the past.

Saints of the Week
Mon 21 Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious
Tue 22 Saints John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas
More, Martyrs;  Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop
Thu 24 The Birthday of St John the Baptist

Consider becoming a Catechist or a helper
Ring Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974 210 or email
her at sre@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au  if
you are interested. You will be trained in
conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful
catechist.

Sacrament of Confirmation at St Michael's
Meadowbank is on  Sunday 12 September.  Anyone in
Year 6 or older who has been baptised and has received First
Holy Communion in the Catholic Church is invited to enrol.
Enrolments are now open. Enrolment form and more details
can be found in St Michael’s website.
Please note that enrolments will close on Friday 16 July. Late
enrolments will not be accepted.
The cost of the program is $30.00 payable at a later date.

First Friday Mass on 2nd July at 7:00pm.


