
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 48: 20
Proclaim a joyful sound and let
it be heard; proclaim to the ends
of the earth: The Lord has freed
his people, alleluia.

1st Reading:
Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48
The pagans have received the
Holy Spirit just as much as we
have

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 97(98):1-4

The Lord has
revealed to the

nations his
saving power.

2nd Reading: 1 John 4:7-10
Let us love one another, since love
comes from God

Gospel Acclamation:
John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my
words, and my Father will love
them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 15:9-17
You are my friends if you do what
I command you

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 14: 15-16
If you love me, keep my
commandments, says the Lord,
and I will ask the Father and he
will send you another Paraclete,
to abide with you for ever,
alleluia.
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Gospel
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has

loved me, so I have loved you.
Remain in my love. If you keep
my commandments you will
remain in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s
commandments and remain in

his love. I have told you this
so that my own joy may be in
you and your joy be
complete. This is my

commandment: love one
another, as I have loved you. A

man can have no greater love than to lay
down his life for his friends. You are my

friends, if you do what I command you. I shall not call you
servants any more, because a servant does not know his
master’s business; I call you friends, because I have made
known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. You
did not choose me: no, I chose you; and I commissioned
you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last; and then
the Father will give you anything you ask him in my name.
What I command you is to love one another.’
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John 15:9-17

6th Sunday of Easter Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Christ the New Vision

About ten or so years ago, it was fashionable to have two different formats of
the same film being screened simultaneously. To give you a hint, some people
would happily pay extra to voluntarily put on a pair of funny-looking plastic
glasses. By now, you may have guessed correctly – it was 3D cinema
technology, which at one point was touted to become the revolutionary new
norm in visual entertainment. However, there were clear downsides. Aside
from the silly appearance of cheap plastic spectacles, it wasn’t uncommon to
notice people flinch, jump, or wave their hands during the course of a movie
(I once sat next to a kid who kept doing this from start to end). But despite the
risk of looking ridiculous, 3D enthusiasts would testify to the superiority of
this enhanced vision. They would recognise the value of enduring the discom-
fort for a better viewing experience, because the reward would outweigh the
sacrifice.

Similarly, our Catholic Christian worldview is far superior to anything the
secular culture can offer, because it is essentially a participation in the vision
of Christ. But it also comes at a cost. In the eyes of a heathen world, anyone
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

who faithfully attends weekly Mass and obeys Catholic doctrine may seem
strange and even laughable, like patrons in a 3D cinema when the lights
are turned on. Think, for instance, how the Catholic religion is often
ridiculed and resented by the media. Nevertheless, despite the possible
social disadvantages, once we have seen a glimpse of this enlightened
vision there is no turning back. We would even risk persecution, because
once reality is changed through the supernatural lens of faith, we can
perceive beyond what our secular world sees – Christ’s vision of eternity,
which allows us to hope in His eternal Kingdom.

Jesus says in the Gospel: “If you love me you will keep my command-
ments… In a short time the world will no longer see me; but you will see
me, because I live and you will live.” Accordingly, while Christ is perpet-
ually present, only some will see him and not others. The ‘special glasses’
required to see him is our faithfulness to the commandments. In a 3D
cinema, without the glasses, the picture becomes distorted and out of
focus. Similarly, without genuine commitment to the Church’s teachings,
faith loses its focus on the real Christ, because love for Christ cannot be
separated from his teachings.

So we cannot fall into the temptation of picking and choosing what we
want to believe, as the Lord emphasised, “I have come not to abolish the
law but to fulfil them.” (Mt 5:17) “You are my friends, if you do what I
command you” the Lord says in the Gospel today. So if we wilfully
neglect his teachings given through his Mystical Body (i.e. the Church),
what does it say about our love and friendship with Christ?

St. Ignatius of Loyola taught: “It is not hard to obey when we love the one
whom we obey.” Jesus told St. Faustina: “My daughter, know that you
give me greater glory by a single act of obedience than by long prayers and
mortifications.” Likewise, we can show our genuine love for Christ
through our love for his Church and her doctrine. We gladly accept this
difficult task, trusting in his promise of eternal rewards. So let us put on
the lens of supernatural virtues – faith, love and charity – and journey on
to the New Jerusalem where ‘night shall be no more; and we shall not need
the light of the lamp, nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall
enlighten us, and we shall reign for ever and ever.’ (Rev 22:5)

This weekend we are also celebrating Mother’s Day. As we thank the Lord
for the gift of motherhood, let us offer in prayer all mothers to the care of
Mary, the Mother of All Mankind, that she may protect and lead them
closer to the heart of Jesus.

  Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no
need to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile
phone must sign-in at the entrance. MASK ARE MANDATORY.
NO Congregational singing and NO mingling in large groups.

The two square metre rule and 1.5m social distancing
still applies.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                9 May 2021
• Rosary Marathon: Pope picks St Mary’s Cathedral
• Please pray for India
• Steven Buhagiar: Treasuring the maternal genius
• Mark Shea: Be grateful for gun laws
• Movie review: Son of the South
• US Bishop’s letter takes aim at Catholics supporting
  abortion

Collections Update at the End of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

CWF May Parish Appeal   is on until the end of
May and we need your help. COVID-19 has taken an
especial toll on the most vulnerable in Sydney –including
those now facing homelessness, single mothers, those
struggling with mental health, and our local Aboriginal
communities. Envelopes are in the pews and tables
around the church. Alternatively, you can learn more and
donate securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

The World Apostolate of Fatima
(Sydney Archdiocesan Committee)
invites you to our May Celebration in honour of Our
Lady of Fatima, interceding for Peace in the World and
the Welfare of Australia.  It will take place in St Mary’s
Cathedral on Saturday May 15th commencing at
11:30am with entrance procession in the Cathedral.
Programme includes, Litany of Loreto, Consecration,
Rosary, concluding with Holy Mass."
For further enquiries call us on 9984-8988 or
Mob. 0403478994.

Request for School Referrals   Please contact
the Parish Office at 9809 3536 to  make an appointment
with Fr Emmanuel. One of  the parent and the student
must be present during the interview.

Vocations Weekend with the MGL Sisters:
 14-16 May  The Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters
  invite young women (18-35) to a vocations weekend of
  prayer, input, sisterhood and sharing. This weekend is
  aimed at helping you discern your direction in life.

RSVP to Therese on 0432 228 250.

Sydney City Procession for the Feast of
Mary Help of Christians Patroness of
Australia - 3.00pm Sunday 23 May 2021
Commences 3.00pm from St Peter’s Surry Hills with a
pilgrim blessing and then on to St Mary’s Cathedral for
the 5.00pm Solemn Choral First Vespers and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament with Fr Don
Richardson followed by 6pm mass.

Celebration of Pentecost Sunday and

Fr Emmanuel Seo’s 10th Anniversary of
Ordination to the Priesthood on Sunday
23 May 2021.  Mass at 10:00am followed by Celebration
in Parish Hall. Please bring plate of finger food to share
and wear RED.

Christian Meditation Day – Sunday 16 May

"PIETY STALL  - IMPORTANT NOTICE.   After being closed for
a year due to the coronavirus, the PIETY STALL WILL
REOPEN NEXT WEEKEND.  Call in and say hello and have a
look at our  OPENING SPECIALS."

FREE TABLES
The tables in the hall are being replaced. Please contact
the Parish office on 9809 3536 to arrange a pick up
during the week or after weekend Masses. We have
around 20 tables that we no longer need. Please note
these are heavy tables and are of varying quality so first
come, first served, no holds.

Mass Offering Envelopes   are in the table  next
to Hughes Street entrance. Should anyone wish to make a
request for Mass  either for the sick, a recently deceased
loved one, death anniversary, thanksgiving, wedding
anniversary, etc. Please do not forget to specify your
intention.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the

heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell
Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week           (10 - 16 May 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am-8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  4th June at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Sue Metzmacher
Colleen Maguire N/A

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Judith Orrock
Mel Talisayon N/A

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Maureen Richardson
Jonathan Ling N/A

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830
551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per
week. Please DONATE at the donation boxes at
the church doors.

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 11th May 9:15am

Thanksgiving for Good Health and Blessings for
Roland & Lina

Wednesday 12th May 9:15am
Mass for the soul of Domingo Temprosa

Thursday 13th May 9:15am
For the sick: Kathy Desnica
Friday 14th May 9:15am

Anniversary: Theodofus Afianto Kesuma
Saturday 15th May 9:15am

Thanksgiving for Good Health of Rebecca Ang &
Blessings for Katrina Ang & Family

NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PER DAY

Saints & Feasts of the Week
Wed 12 Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs

Saint Pancras, Martyr
Fri 14 SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE Feast
Sun 16  The Ascension of the Lord

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15am -     Saturday
5:30pm -    Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am -    Sunday
10:00am -   Sunday

Church Cleaners Roster for May
Hanna Jawher, Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay,
Colleen MaGuire and Sue Bain
LINEN: Ancy Joy            VACUUM: Carolyn Thomas

RCIA.  Those who are wanting to be
Catholic, please ring up the parish office
on 9809 3536.
Consider becoming a Catechist or a
helper   Ring Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974
210 or email her at cyn.mat8@gmail.com if you
are interested. You will be trained in conducting a
class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and

download from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis.
If you use a google calendar, you can easily add the calendar to
your calendar by pressing the + button on the homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

 Baptism of
Zara & Chelsea Frei

Children of
Mark & Brede Frei

on

9th May 2021, Sunday
 at

11:30am


