
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 97: 1-2
O sing a new song to the Lord,
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance,
alleluia.

1st Reading:  Acts 9:26-31
Barnabas explained how the Lord
had appeared to Saul on his
journey

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 21(22):26-28,30-32

I will praise you,
Lord, in the

assembly of your
people.

2nd Reading: 1 John 3:18-24
The commandment of faith and
love

Gospel Acclamation:
John 15:4-5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in
you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 15:1-8
I am the vine, you are the
branches

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Jn 15: 1, 5
I am the true vine and you are
the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I
in him, bears fruit in plenty,
alleluia.
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Gospel
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the
true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in me that

bears no fruit he cuts away, and
every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes to make it bear even
more. You are pruned already, by
means of the word that I have

spoken to you. Make your home in
me, as I make mine in you. As a
branch cannot bear fruit all by
itself, but must remain part of the
vine, neither can you unless you
remain in me. I am the vine, you

are the branches. Whoever
remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut
off from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not
remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown away –
he withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the
fire, and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get
it. It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much
fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’
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John 15:1-8

5th Sunday of Easter Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

May, the Month of Mary.

The month of May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. This
custom began around the end of the 13th Century and gradually
increased in popularity over the years. By the 18th Century, the
order of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) very much embraced it at
their Roman College. Later on, the May devotion to our Lady was
publicly practised in their Gesu Church, which helped to spread it
to the wider Catholic world.

In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote a brief encyclical on the Month of
Mary devotion, in which he said:

“The month of May is… a month which the piety of the faithful has
long dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. Our heart rejoices at



The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

the thought of the moving tribute of faith and love which will
soon be paid to the Queen of Heaven in every corner of the earth.
For this is the month during which Christians, in their churches
and their homes, offer the Virgin Mother more fervent and
loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the month in
which a greater abundance of God’s merciful gifts come down
to us from our Mother’s throne.” (Mense Maio, ‘On Prayers
during May for Preservation of Peace’)

What inexpressible privilege it is to call the Mother of God our
own Blessed Mother! Just as in faith we are bonded to Jesus as
his brothers and sisters (“For whoever does the will of my Father
in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother.” – Mt 12:50),
obedience to his divine will allows us to be the children of Mary
(“He said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then he
said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!’” – Jn 19:26-27). As
Jesus spoke to his Mother and John moments before his Death,
from that hour, his apostle John took Mary to his own home.
Here St. John represents the entire body of Christ’s disciples.
Therefore, at the Lord’s command, she instantly became our
Mother and we became her children.

“Behold, your mother!” – Isn’t it interesting, that these were
the last words of Jesus on the Cross to his beloved John? Seeing
his distressed disciple, perhaps Christ could have consoled him
with an assurance of his Resurrection to come. Instead, he gave
His Mother to John. Subsequently, in times of suffering our
greatest consolation comes from the same phrase – “Behold,
your mother!” Like St. John, then, we can take our Blessed
Mother to dwell in our soul, for her presence and intercession to
bring us peace and comfort.

So in this Month of May, let us ardently venerate and love our
Lady and run to her for help, as she always leads her children
closer to her son, Jesus. O Mary, my Mother, I offer you my
soul, my mind, and my heart. Make of me God’s instrument…
Amen.

Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update
Every person who enters the church must scan the QR code and no
need to sign at the entrance of the church. People without a mobile
phone must sign-in at the entrance.

The two square metre rule should still be abided.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net


Vol 11 Issue 22        1 / 2 May 2021

PULPIT POINTS                2 May 2021
• Latham Law: Don’t weaponise activists against our
  children
• Monica Doumit: Beware push for Federal funds to
  screen, end lives of ill children
• Religious freedom recedes
• Call yourself pro-life? Really?
• Movie review: Love and Monsters
• Priesthood - golden opportunity

Collections Update for the Month of April 2021
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):     $5,481.95
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):     $9,194.80
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
    to go to donation box in the Website.

NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at
the end of the month.

CWF May Parish Appeal   is this weekend and
we need your help. COVID-19 has taken an especial toll
on the most vulnerable in Sydney – including those now
facing homelessness, single mothers, those struggling
with mental health, and our local Aboriginal communi-
ties. Envelopes are in the pews and tables around the
church. Alternatively, you can learn more and donate
securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

LITURGY COMMITTEE GROUP
PENTECOST SUNDAY 23rd MAY - Keep this day
free!  Let's celebrate together with lunch after 10am
Mass, bringing food to share. More details next week.

Vocations Weekend with the MGL Sisters:
 14-16 May
The Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters invite young

  women (18-35) to a vocations weekend of prayer, input,
  sisterhood and sharing. This weekend is aimed at helping
  you discern your direction in life.

RSVP to Therese on 0432 228 250.

Bicentenary Mass to Honour Arrival of
First Priests in Australia
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is celebrating a Mass at
St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, 9 May 2021 at
10.30am to mark the 200th Anniversary of the arrival of
the first official Priests to Australia, Fr John Joseph
Therry and Fr Philip Conolly.

Christian Meditation Day – Sunday 16 May

 Information Sessions about Euthanasia,
 Dying and the Dignity of the Human
 Person  Signing petitions is NOT enough. You need
  to be equipped with the information and knowledge to
  help spread the word and defend life! Arm yourself with
  all the information needed to have real conversations in
  order to defend LIFE.
  Information sessions:  6th May 7:30pm and 13th May
  7:30pm  at  St Felix Hall, 550 Chapel Road, Bankstown

The World Apostolate of Fatima
 (Sydney  Archdiocesan Committee)
  invites you to our May Celebration in honour of Our Lady
  of Fatima, interceding for Peace in the World and the
  Welfare of Australia.  It will take place in St. Mary's

Cathedral on Saturday May 15th commencing at 11:30am
  with entrance procession in the Cathedral.
 Programme includes, Litany of Loreto, Consecration,

  Rosary, concluding with Holy Mass."
For further enquiries call us on 9984-8988 or

  Mob. 0403478994.

Mass Offering Envelopes   are in the table  next
to Hughes Street entrance. Should anyone wish to make a
request for Mass  either for the sick, a recently deceased
loved one, death anniversary, thanksgiving, wedding
anniversary, etc. Please do not forget to specify your
intention.

Request for School Referrals   Please contact
the Parish Office at 9809 3536 to  make an appointment
with Fr Emmanuel. One of  the parent and the student
must be present during the interview.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of
battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the

heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell
Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week              (3 - 9 May 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am-8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Baptisms:  By appointment - Ring Parish Office at
                   9809 3536
Marriages:  By appointment (requires at least 6 months in
                     advance notice)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  7th May at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Aneela Pereira
Glenn Pereira N/A

8:00AM Stephen Topple Gregory Cheng
Nick Radice N/A

10:00AM Joel Tabuso Nely Gasataya
Leony Hamor N/A

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers  Contact Marie Bennett on 0447
830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100
per week. Please DONATE at the donation
boxes at the church doors.

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 4th May 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Maria Dee Siok An
Wednesday 5th May 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for the

Deceased Families of Antoinette Sassine
Thursday  6th May 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Friday 7th May 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Cedric Moussa
Saturday 8th May 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for

Romeo, Florencio,  Edgardo & Ruperto
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PER DAY

Saints of the Week
Mon 3 SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES,
            APOSTLES FeastWeekday Masses:

9:15am - Tuesday to Friday

Weekend Masses:
9:15am -     Saturday
5:30pm -    Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am -    Sunday
10:00am -   Sunday

Church Cleaners Roster for May
Hanna Jawher, Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay,
Colleen MaGuire and Sue Bain
LINEN: Ancy Joy            VACUUM: Carolyn Thomas

Baptism of
Max Oscar Otto Baldwin

Child of
Duncan & Emma Baldwin

on

2nd May 2021, Sunday
at

11:30am

First Friday Mass on 7th May at 7pm

RCIA.  Those who are wanting to be
Catholic, please ring up the parish office
on 9809 3536.

Consider becoming a Catechist or a
helper   Ring Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974
210 or email her at cyn.mat8@gmail.com if you
are interested. You will be trained in conducting a
class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and

download from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis.
If you use a google calendar, you can easily add the calendar to
your calendar by pressing the + button on the homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au


