
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 42: 1-2
Give me justice, O God,
and plead my cause against a
nation that is faithless. From
the deceitful and cunning rescue
me, for you, O God, are my
strength.

1st Reading:
Jeremiah 31:31-34
I will write my Law in their hearts

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15

Create a clean
heart in me, O God.

2nd Reading: Hebrews 5:7-9
He learned to obey and he became
the source of eternal salvation

Gospel Acclamation:
John 12:26
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord
Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says
the Lord; and where I am, my
servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord
Jesus Christ!

Gospel: John 12:20-33
If a grain of wheat falls on the
ground and dies, it yields a rich
harvest

Communion Antiphon:
John 12:24
Amen, Amen I say to you:
Unless a grain of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it
remains a single grain.
But if it dies, it bears much
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Gospel
Among those who went up to worship at
the festival were some Greeks. These
approached Philip, who came from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this
request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to
see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew,
and Andrew and Philip together went to
tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: ‘Now
the hour has come for the Son of Man
to be glorified. I tell you, most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground
and dies, it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;

anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant
will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.
Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this
hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!’ A voice came from heaven, ‘I have
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard
this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel
speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this
voice came, but for yours. ‘Now sentence is being passed on this
world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. And when I
am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By these
words he indicated the kind of death he would die.
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John 12:20-33

5th Sunday of Lent Yr B/1

Pope Francis’ Angelus Homily - Encounter with
Christ

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, John the Evangelist draws our attention with a
curious detail: some “Greeks”, of the Jewish religion, who have come to
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, turn to Philip and say to him: “We wish
to see Jesus” (Jn 12:21). There are many people in the holy city, where Jesus
has come for the last time, there are many people. There are the little ones and
the simple ones, who have warmly welcomed the Prophet of Nazareth,
recognizing Him as the Messenger of the Lord. There are the High Priests and
the leaders of the people, who want to eliminate Him because they consider
him a heretic and dangerous. There are also people, like those “Greeks”, who
are curious to see Him and to know more about his person and about the
works He has performed, the last of which — the resurrection of Lazarus —
has caused quite a stir.
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.  Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

“We wish to see Jesus”: these words, like so many others in the Gospels, go
beyond this particular episode and express something universal; they reveal
a desire that passes through the ages and cultures, a desire present in the heart
of so many people who have heard of Christ, but have not yet encountered
him. “I wish to see Jesus”, thus He feels the heart of these people.

Responding indirectly, in a prophetic way, to that request to be able to see
Him, Jesus pronounces a prophecy that reveals his identity and shows the
path to know Him truly: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified” (Jn 12:23). It is the hour of the Cross! It is the time for the defeat
of Satan, prince of evil, and of the definitive triumph of the merciful love of
God. Christ declares that He will be “lifted up from the earth” (v. 32), an
expression with a twofold meaning: “lifted” because He is crucified, and
“lifted” because He is exalted by the Father in the Resurrection, to draw
everyone to Him and to reconcile mankind with God and among themselves.
The hour of the Cross, the darkest in history, is also the source of salvation
for those who believe in Him.

Continuing in his prophecy of the imminent Passover, Jesus uses a simple
and suggestive image, that of the “‘grain of wheat’ that, once fallen into the
earth, dies in order to bear fruit (cf. v. 24). In this image we find another
aspect of the Cross of Christ: that of fruitfulness. The death of Jesus, in fact,
is an inexhaustible source of new life, because it carries within itself the
regenerative strength of God’s love. Immersed in this love through Baptism,
Christians can become “grains of wheat” and bear much fruit if they, like
Jesus, “lose their life” out of love for God and brothers and sisters (cf. v. 25).

For this reason, to those who, today too, “wish to see Jesus”, to those who are
searching for the face of God; to those who received catechesis when they
were little and then developed it no further and perhaps have lost their faith;
to so many who have not yet encountered Jesus personally…; to all these
people we can offer three things: the Gospel, the Crucifix and the witness of
our faith, poor but sincere. The Gospel: there we can encounter Jesus, listen
to Him, know Him. The Crucifix: the sign of the love of Jesus who gave
Himself for us. And then a faith that is expressed in simple gestures of
fraternal charity. But mainly in the coherence of life, between what we say
and what we do. Coherence between our faith and our life, between our
words and our actions: Gospel, Crucifix, Witness.

May Our Lady help us to bring these three things forth.

Reflection Continued

COVID-19 update Places of worship are now allowed to have one
person per two-square-metres with no maximum cap. The COVID Safe Plan
for Places of Worship strongly encourages electronic collection of
worshippers’ names and contact details.  Many parishes are doing this by
online registration for Masses and QR code and can continue doing so.
Record keeping is compulsory.

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia: Across
the  world tens of  millions of Christian families are in exile following
persecution because of their faith. Could you help stand in solidarity with
our brothers and sisters and help ease their heavy burdens? Visit
www.aidtochurch.org/refugees

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS                21 March 2021
• The Priest in Blue
• No blessings for Gay unions
• Big risks for Ethicists
• Faith on Amazing Race
• Movie review: Chaos Walking
• Blacktown Campus for ACU

Collections Update at the End of the Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection-loose & envelopes-(parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
    cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click 
    to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

Lenten Days of Penance 2021
1. Abstinence from meat, and fasting, must be
observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  All who
have completed their eighteenth year and have not yet begun
their sixtieth year are bound to fast. All who have completed
their fourteenth year are bound to
abstain.
2. On all other Fridays of the year including the
Fridays of Lent, the law of the common practice of
penance in the Church is fulfilled by performing any one of
the following:
(a) prayer – for example, Mass attendance; family prayer; a
visit to a church or chapel; reading the Bible; making the
Stations of the Cross; praying the rosary.
(b) self-denial – for example, not eating meat; not eating
sweets or dessert; giving up entertainment to spend time with
the family; limiting food and drink so as to give to the poor of
one’s own country; limiting use of social
media, smart phones or television.
(c) helping others – for example, special attention to someone
who is poor, sick, elderly, lonely or over-
burdened.
Lent in 2021 begins from Ash Wednesday (17 Feb) to the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper (1 April). The Easter Fast is
observed during the Easter Triduum on Good Friday (2
April), and if possible, until the Easter Vigil on the evening
of  3 April.

Singing practice for our Easter Triduum after Stations
of the Cross on Friday 26th March. All most welcome.

FOODBANK APPEAL.-JRS Australia
   Right now, JRS is feeding 1000 people a week and the demand for
   help keeps growing. COVID-19 has had devastating impacts on
   people seeking asylum. Without access to any federal support, the
   only place to access help is often charities, like JRS.

To help keep everyone fed, we are asking parishioners to donate
   one item a week:  Week 5: Lentils/ Chickpeas/ Red Kidney Beans
                                  Week 6: Pasta or Spaghetti

Weekly Online Lenten Group - It’s not too late
to join! Join Fr Noel Custodio, host of The Furnace podcast,
as he leads an online Lenten Group which follows Receive the
Grace to Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion.
Dates: Wednesdays of Lent
Time: 7:30pm – 8:15pm
Register: www.gomakedisciples.org.au
For more information: contact the Parish Renewal
Team at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org or on
(02) 9390 5330.

* First Reconciliation on Tuesday 23rd March at 7pm

* Parish Reconciliation on Wednesday 24th March at 7pm

Flowers for Our Lady If anyone wants to bring flowers
for Our Lady next week, please bring the flowers on Wed, 24th

March by lunch time. Marie Bennett will arrange them on
Thursday.
Large Olive Branches and Palms Needed
If you have a large Olive tree  and Palms in your garden and wish

   to donate some to decorate  the church, please bring them on
    Friday morning 26th March in the church.

St. Kevin’s Parish Eastwood warmly invites
you to join us for a Holy Week reflection led by Fr Richard
Leonard on Monday, 29th March at 7:30pm.  Fr Richard is a
Jesuit priest and is known for his dynamic presentations and
in-services around the world and also an author of a number of
thought provoking books. An opportunity not to be missed! No
need to book. Register on entry. For enquiries Ph:98742533 or
visit: https://www.stkevinseastwood.org.au/ for guidelines
when visiting our parish.

WEEKEND MASSES  Registrations in the Parish Website
  are recommended to attend the weekend Masses. CONTACT THE
  PARISH OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
  Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday & Sunday). For
  cancellations, please ring the Parish Office by Friday.
 Parish Website: https://www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au/

or 0419890099 for more information.
Playgroup in the Park:  Playgroup in the Park meets every
Thursday during term time at Lions Park West Ryde between
9.15am- 11am. We supply toys, craft, toys and tea/coffee.  All
welcome!
Walk, Pray, Latte: Would you like to be part of a Lenten group
that is a little bit different? We meet outside the school gates on
Friday at 9am, reflect on the Gospels together, then enjoy a coffee
and craft at a West Ryde cafe. Bring $5 for coffee.

Baptism of  Levi Piedad on 21st March, Sunday at
  11:30am. Child of Mark Piedad and Katrin Montenegro.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week        (22 - 28 March 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays        8:15am-8:55am (AEST)

Saturdays    8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                                                4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  none April
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Brian Maher
Carol Maher N/A

8:00AM Stephen Topple Gemma Evesson
Gregory Cheng N/A

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

Raul Nigli
Charlene Harrison N/A

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE by Friday 12pm
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Flowers in Church Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are
at the church doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

RCIA.  Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please ring up
the parish office on 9809 3536.

Consider becoming a Catechist or a helper
Ring Cynthia Matusiak on 0492 974 210 or email her at
sre@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au if you are interested. You
will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided
all teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Lenten Stations of the Cross every Friday during
Lent at 7:00pm.

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Holy Week Timetable 2021

Palm Sunday 27/28 March
Vigil Mass on Saturday

: Masses on Sunday
*5:30pm Vigil Mass and 10am Mass with the Solemn

Blessing & Procession of Palms.

Holy Thursday 1 April
(No Morning Parish Mass)

: Chrism Mass (St Mary’s Cathedral)
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday 2 April
: Stations of the Cross

1  Sacrament of Reconciliation
available

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

Holy Saturday 3 April
 Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday 4 April
: Mass of the Resurrection

Saints & Feasts of the Week
Tue 23 Saint Turibius of Mongrovejo, Bishop
Thu 25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD Solemnity

The Piety Stall will be re-opening soon.  Please watch the
   Bulletin for further details. Parish Weekly Mass Offerings

Tuesday 23rd March 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias

Wednesday 24th March 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Lourdes Godino

Thursday  25th March 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Lourdes Godino

Friday 26th March 9:15am
Mass for the Holy Souls

Saturday 27th March 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Angela Sequeira

NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED PER DAY


