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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/1
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Ps 30: 3-4
Be my protector, O God,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my
stronghold! Lead me, guide me,
for the sake of your name.

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If
you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling
sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his
hand and touched him. ‘Of course I
want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the
leprosy left him at once and he was
cured. Jesus immediately sent him away
and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say
nothing to anyone, but go and show
yourself to the priest, and make the
offering for your healing prescribed
by Moses as evidence of your
recovery.’ The man went away, but
then started talking about it freely and telling the story
everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer go openly into
any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody
lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him.

1st Reading:
Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46
The unclean man must live
outside the camp

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 31(32):1-2,5,11

I turn to you, Lord,
in time of trouble,
and you fill me
with the joy of
salvation.
2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Take me for your model, as I take
Christ

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 7:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared
among us; God has visited his
people. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Mark 1:40-45
The leprosy left the man at once,
and he was cured

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 77: 29-30
They ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord
gave them; they were not
disappointed in what they
craved.

Mark 1:40-45

“A Leper Came to Jesus” (Mark 1:40-45): Society's New Leprosies –
A commentary by Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa, the preacher
to the Pontifical Household.
In the readings of the day the word leprosy resounds, which, just by hearing it
being pronounced, caused anguish and fear for millennia! Two extraneous
factors contributed to increase terror in the face of this sickness, to the point
of making it the symbol of the greatest misfortune that could befall a human
creature and isolate the poor unfortunate victims in the most inhuman ways.
The first was the conviction that this disease was so contagious that it infected
anyone who might have been in contact with the sick person; the second,
equally groundless, was that leprosy was a punishment for sin.
The one who contributed most to change the attitude and legislation in respect
of lepers was Raoul Follereau (1903-1977). In 1954 he instituted the World
Day of Leprosy, promoted scientific congresses and finally, in 1975, was
successful in having legislation on the segregation of lepers revoked.
In regard to the phenomenon of leprosy, the readings of this Sunday enable us
to know first the attitude of the Mosaic law and then of the Gospel of Christ.
The First Reading from Leviticus states that the person suspected of suffering
from leprosy must be taken to a priest who, verifying it, “declares him
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
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4th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
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4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
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Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Cynthia Matusiak
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will take
up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents. Your
prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
impure.” To make matters worse, the poor leper, excluded from human
fellowship, must himself keep people away from him, warning them of the
danger. Society's sole concern is to protect itself.
Let us now see how Jesus conducts himself in the Gospel: A leper came to
him beseeching him:
“‘If you will, you can make me clean.’ Moved with pity, he stretched out
his hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I will; be clean.’ And
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.”
Jesus is not afraid of contagion; he allows the leper to come to him and
kneel before him. More than that: at a time when it was thought that mere
proximity to a leper contaminated, he “stretched out his hand and touched
him.” We must not think that all this was spontaneous and cost Jesus
nothing. As man, he shared in this, as in many other points, the convictions
of his time and of the society in which he lived. But his compassion for the
leper was stronger in him than the fear of leprosy.
In this circumstance, Jesus pronounces a simple and sublime phrase: “I
will; be clean.” “If you will, you can,” the leper had said, thus manifesting
his faith in the power of Christ Jesus, who shows he can do it by doing it.
This comparison between the Mosaic law and the Gospel in the case of
leprosy makes us ask ourselves the question: By which of the two attitudes
am I inspired? It is true that leprosy is no longer the disease that causes
most fear (though there are still millions of lepers in the world), as it is
possible, if caught in time, to be completely cured of it. And in the majority
of countries it has been altogether eradicated. But other diseases have taken
its place. For some time there has been talk of “new leprosies” and “new
lepers.” With these terms is understood not so much the incurable illnesses
of today, as the diseases (AIDS and drug dependency) against which
society protects itself, as it did with leprosy, isolating the sick person and
relegating him to the margins of society.
What Raoul Follereau suggested be done vis-à-vis traditional lepers, and
which contributed so much to alleviate their isolation and suffering, should
be done (and thank God many do) with the new lepers. Often such a
gesture, especially if it is done having to overcome oneself, marks the
beginning of a real conversion for the one doing it. The most famous case
is that of Francis of Assisi, who dates the beginning of his new life from
his meeting with a leper.

Request for Prayer
One of our students at SMP, Nicholas Crisafulli in Year 1, has
been diagnosed with Leukemia over the holidays . He is currently
undergoing treatment at Westmead Children's Hospital.
Please pray for him.
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy)
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs)
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

COVID-19 Update.
The NSW Government has announced a further easing
of COVID-19 restrictions on churches, which are in
place from Friday 12 February.
Places of worship will be allowed to have one person per
two-square-metres. Up to 250 can attend Masses.
Face masks are no longer compulsory.
Up to 300 people can attend funerals and weddings,
providing a two square metre rule is observed.
QR codes and Registration in the Parish Website are
compulsory. The parish must keep a record of the
attendees and contact details.

WEEKEND MASSES
Registration in the Parish Website are mandatory to
attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday). For cancellations, please ring the
Parish Office by Friday.

REACH BEYOND. With international travel
possibly resuming towards the end of this year it is time
again to start preparing Australians able to assist our
parish and school partners in low-income communities
abroad. The positions for which they are requesting
personnel can be found here: https://bit.ly/3qcxg8g

PULPIT POINTS

14 February 2021

• Chilling Victorian Law
• First woman to vote in Synod
• Tyburn sisters ensure serenity for all
• The Art of Spiritual War
• Movie review: Greenland
• Getting to know Catholic Social Teaching

First Reconciliation.

The Sacrament of
Reconciliation will be celebrated on 23rd and 24th
March 2021 at 7:00pm for children in year 3 and older,
who are receiving it for the first time this year. There
will be a 4 week preparation course from 23rd February
to 17th March 2021 every Tuesday or Wednesday.
Sessions will be run in the parish hall from 7:00pm and
will last about an hour. Children must be accompanied
by a parent/guardian at all sessions.
To enrol please visit the parish website or email
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au or email
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.com.au

Saturday 27 February commencing at 10 am and then
Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March 2021
Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and then
Thursday evenings 19, 26 August & 02 September 2021
To Book Online Contact Life, Marriage and Family team on (02) 9307 8480

Vinnies Formation.

Vinnies is proud to
announce the 2021 edition of the Mini Vinnies Formation
Program (MVFP) for students in Years 4 – 6, who wish to
undertake Social Justice Formation in their own time. For
more information please go to https://bit.ly/VinniesMVFP
Vinnies Metropolitan Schools January 2021 Newsletter:
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2021/01/School-Newslettter_Metro_Term1-2021.pdf

PARENT LINE

is a service operated by
CatholicCare. It is Australia wide for all parents, carers
and guardians of children and young people.
Parent Line has been providing support over the phone
to families across NSW for over 25 years. Our Parent
Line counsellors are available 7 days a week from 9am
to 9pm weekdays and 4pm to 9pm weekends. We can
help with everything from:Teen mental health, Settling
and feeding newborns and babies, School & study
issues, Managing stress and anxiety, Managing
technology use, Alcohol and drug issues, Strategies to
build positive relationships. Call 1300 1300 52 or email
info@parentline.org.au to get the support that you need.

RCIA.

Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring up the parish office on 98093536.
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Roster: 20 / 21 February 2021
Time

Acolyte

Readers

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Arthur Lee
Rose Dearden

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Judith Orrock
Mel Talisayon
Joan D'Souza
Livia Bolanca

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A
N/A

(15 - 21 February 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Fridays
8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
Saturdays 8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 5th March at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after Mass

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website;
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE by Friday 12pm
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
40 Days Mass of Kamra Saba on 21st February,
Sunday at 2:00pm at St Michael’s Church
Meadowbank. The Celebrant will be Fr Geoffrey
Abdullah.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society.
Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for February
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace Wei, Christine
Henderson
Vi Mousa (Weekly)
Richard Borges

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Baptism
Child of David Frank Buttigieg and Nongyao Wongklom
on Sunday 14th February at 11:30am

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 16th February 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias
Wednesday 17th February 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Mary Pankajam
Thursday 18th February 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Antonio Tan
Friday 19th February 9:15am
Good Health and Birthday Blessings for
Gavino Pili
Saturday 20th February 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Wu Pui Fong
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED PER DAY

Ash Wednesday Masses
17-February-2021
● 9:15 am - Register at door
● 7:00 pm - Register in the
Parish Website
Ashes are only distributed in the church at the
Masses. No Ash Wednesday Mass for the
St Michael’s Primary School.

Lenten Stations of the Cross
will occur every Friday during Lent from
19th February at 7:00pm except First Friday at
6:40pm.

Expression of Interest
For those who are interested to attend the
, it will be held every Thursday
commencing 25th February at 7:00pm. Please
contact the Parish office on 9809 3536 or via
email.

THE PIETY STALL will remain CLOSED
THROUGHOUT FEBRUARY due to the pandemic.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

