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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 95: 1, 6
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
In his presence are majesty and
splendour, strength and honour
in his holy place.

1st Reading: Jonah 3:1-5,10
The people of Nineveh renounce
their evil behaviour

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9

Teach me your
ways, O Lord.
2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
The world as we know it is
passing away

Gospel Acclamation:
Mark 1:15
Alleluia, alleluia!
The kingdom of God is near:
believe the Good News!
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Mark 1:14-20
I will make you into fishers of
men

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 33: 6
Look toward the Lord and be
radiant; let your faces not be
abashed.

Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

After John had been arrested,
Jesus went into Galilee. There
he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’
he said ‘and the kingdom
of God is close at hand.
Repent, and believe the
Good News.’ As he was
walking along by the Sea of
Galilee he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew casting
a net in the lake – for they
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I
will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left their
nets and followed him. Going on a little further, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were
in their boat, mending their nets. He called them at once
and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men
he employed, they went after him.

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Real vs Virtual. Presence vs Absence
There were thousands of armed soldiers patrolling – some 25000 of them. At every
angle guards and guns could be seen. Nearby residents and business owners were
required to pass through military checkpoints before commencing their daily
tasks. No, this was not a scene from an online multiplayer shooting game, but the
inauguration of America’s 46th president. However, if you struggled to distinguish
between the two you may be excused, since ours is an age in which the real and
the virtual are becoming harder to tell apart.
While civil unrest and division is nothing new, what we are witnessing may be its
mutation by an ‘augmented reality’ that reimagines the world as a mixture of the
real and the virtual. As the distinction is blurred between these two seemingly
incompatible realms, our social behaviours may also change – e.g. people at a
physical gathering communicating through messenger apps and social networking
instead of conversing. In terms of relationships, locality is less important as one
may feel more connected with a stranger on the other side of the globe than a
proximate companion. Real communities may be superseded by cyber cliques, in
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:
Monday - closed
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)

Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
(Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
which like-minded individuals are drawn together by shared ideologies and
opinions. Likewise, group identities are forged less by geography but more by
favourite websites and online associations. Consequently, major conflicts
occur, not only against other nations, but within the same country as the
internet is free of geographical boundaries and national identities. So when
online disputes are brought into the real world, there is no telling if one’s
neighbour is a friend or a foe apart from his browser history which only the
tech giants have access to.
Face to face communication is hard work as it demands our presence and
focused attention on those who are present with us. On the contrary, online
interaction is far more impersonal as virtual presence is more akin to actual
absence than real presence. Often this difference changes our social behaviours
on the web, and may even turn an ordinary citizen into a ‘keyboard warrior’.
Besides the security of anonymity, sitting behind the computer screen, a
keyboard warrior has no need to be polite or civil in disagreement as no actual
punches can be thrown. So he can be aggressive, disrespectful and violent,
since he feels detached from the other virtual person. But what if the boundary
between the real and the virtual was obscured? Online behaviours may be
carried into the physical world, meaning virtual aggressions become real
hostilities and keyboard warriors become real-life fighters.
The internet provides a safe haven for like-minded individuals to form cliques
– an artificial world without the real-life struggles of dialogues and disputes.
This, however, can result in a widespread social problem, as people may
become incapable of respectfully handling disagreements. In an augmented
reality, as people become engrossed in the virtual they are also free to behave
as keyboard warriors, both in the real and the virtual worlds – free to be hateful
and violent as they are online, yet at the same time not bound by the social
norms of real-life human relations.
Unfortunately, the more our society pushes to merge the real and the virtual
and pretends that the two are essentially equal, the evils of the digital universe
will increasingly manifest in the physical world. Division would only get
worse as powerful cliques will try to overrule the common good by their
insidious and exclusive agendas. Thankfully, the perfect antidote is found in
the Catholic Church – the Real Presence of Jesus Christ to conquer the virtual
and its absence. Our augmented world intends to bring people together by
personal opinions, desires and choices. On the contrary, Jesus unites us in his
Mystical Body, not by mutual preferences, but by our love for God and for our
neighbour. So in response to the Lord’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist,
may our Christian witness be real and ever-present, that we may bring people
into a holy and everlasting communion with Jesus.
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click to go to
donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

COVID-19 Update.

In keeping with NSW
Health directives, anyone attending a church now must
wear a face mask. Children under the age of 12 are
exempt from this rule, but are encouraged to wear face
masks where practicable.
NSW Health can impose a $200 fine on each individual
failing to abide by this rule.
Up to 100 people can attend Masses as well as other
ceremonies including funerals, baptisms and weddings,
providing a four square metre rule is observed.

Covid-19 Safety Protocol
As a precaution, please do NOT put back the Bulletin,
Prayer Cards, Flyers and etc that you have already
touched. Take them with you or throw them in the bin
provided.

PULPIT POINTS

24 January 2021

• Vatican funds questions linger on
• The disaster unleashed by the Pill
• Is this the ring Joseph gave Mary?
• Stranded Belgian family opts for a life Down Under
• Netflix review: Cobra Kai
• Try a little Sacramental Tim

QR CODE REQUIREMENT
QR Codes are now compulsory for churches for NSW
Health Dept contact tracing. This is in addition to the
Attendee List that are kept by the parish.
If you are unable to use the QR code, please sign the
Attendee list.

BEFORE YOU ENTER THE CHURCH
1. Scan the St. Michael’s Meadowbank QR code and
check in before entering the church.
2. Check the printed Attendee List if you have
booked in advance. OR
Register your name and contact details in the
Attendee List at the Hughes St. Entrance

1.Saturday 27 February commencing at 10 am and then
Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March 2021
2.Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and then
Thursday evenings 19, 26 August & 02 September 2021
To Book Online For further information, please contact - The Life, Marriage
and Family team on (02) 9307 8480
St Peter’s parish is hosting a Festival of Beauty,
celebrating the relationship between God and Beauty which is
such a crucial means of Evangelisation. Leading theologians,
architects and musicians will lead talks across four Sundays,
exploring aspects of beauty in our Catholic tradition, whether in
art, music, liturgy or architecture. Register online-

WEEKEND MASSES
Registration in the Parish Website are mandatory to
attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday). Facemasks are mandatory inside the
church. For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.

RCIA.

Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 98093536.

The plan has come after over five years of consultation with
clergy and laity through the ‘Parish 2020’ process, focused
on how best to ensure our parishes are true centres of the
new evangelisation so they can nurture the faith of
future generations of Catholics.
A summary version is available in the church and a full plan
is available in the office.

A Seminary Open Day will be held

on Sunday 14 February
2021 at the Good Shepherd Seminary, 52-58 Abbotsford Road,
Homebush. For registration or more information visit contact us
at the Vocation Centre on 93078424 or email
vocations@sydneycatholic.org.
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Roster: 30 / 31 January 2021
Time

Acolyte

Readers

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sunitha Victor
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Judith Orrock
Gemma Evesson
Francis Fenuku
Jeremy Billing

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

N/A

BAPTISM

(25 - 31 January 2021)

Jazelle Monica Roberts

Child of Graham and Elizabeth Roberts
on Saturday 23rd January at 11:00am

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Fridays 8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
Saturdays 8:15am-8:55am
4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 5th March at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after Mass

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website;
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday

AND

Ethan Kris and Ewan Sam Pradeep
Children of Pradeep Alakkarante and Amrutha
Susan
on Sunday 24th January at 11:30am

Funeral Service

for
Gwendoline Agnes Bullock on
Wednesday 27th January 2021 at
12noon at St Michael’s
Meadowbank.

Saints of the week
Mon 25 The Conversion of St Paul, Apostle Feast
Tue 26 Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
Wed 27 Saint Angela Merici, Virgin
Thu 28 Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Doctor

Michael Dunkin’s Family would like to thank
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE by Friday 12pm
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society.
Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Colleen Maguire, Henah Jawher, Sue Bain,
Antoinette Van der Stratten & Sarah Magsakay
LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)
VACUUM: Justine Isaac

the Clergy, Brothers, and Sisters and all the lovely
Parishioners who cared for and loved Michael over
the past 52 years of his life. God Bless you. He
loved his St Michael’s parish.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 26th January 9:15am
Birthday Blessings for Christopher, Jenyfer and Jayfer Joy
Wednesday 27th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Raymond & Roza Sassine,Nigie
Eid,Ugenia Khatter,
Shemounie Shehady & Soraya Sahady
Thursday 28th January 9:15am
Mass for the soul of Isabelita Temprosa-Buenviaje
Friday 29th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Evelyn Chant
Saturday 30th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Cedric Moussa
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED PER DAY

NO First Friday Masses on January/February
2021.

THE PIETY STALL

Consider becoming a Catechist

throughout February.

Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

remains closed

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

