
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 65: 4
All the earth shall bow down
before you, O God,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most
High!

1st Reading:
1 Samuel 3:3-10,19
'Speak, Lord, your servant is
listening'

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 39(40):2,4,7-10

Here am I, Lord; I
come to do your

will.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20
Do not sin against your own body

Gospel Acclamation:
John 1:41. 17
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have found the Messiah:
Jesus Christ, who brings us
truth and grace.         Alleluia!

Gospel: John 1:35-42
'We have found the Messiah'

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 22: 5
You have prepared a table
before me, and how precious is
the chalice that quenches my
thirst.

16 / 17 January 2021
St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

  Vol. 11 Issue 8

Gospel
As John stood with two of his
disciples, Jesus passed, and
John stared hard at him and
said, ‘Look, there is the lamb

of God.’ Hearing this, the
two disciples followed
Jesus. Jesus turned
round, saw them
following and said,
‘What do you want?’
They answered,
‘Rabbi,’ – which means
Teacher – ‘where do
you live?’ ‘Come and
see’ he replied; so they

went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that
day. It was about the tenth hour. One of these two who became
followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the
brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother
and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the
Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and
said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ –
meaning Rock.
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John 1:35-42

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/1

Reflection  by Fr Emmanuel Seo

Truth and Dare.
Which side are you on? These days, it seems we are confronted with this
question at every turn. Whether it has to do with politics, technology and
science, or religion, hardly any information is presented without being
partisan. Long gone are the days when we could expect the news to be
reasonably consistent across the board. Now a serious problem with
mainstream media is that their reporting is often heavily coloured to suit the
target audience. They set the tone and we are supposed to acquiesce, to pledge
a blind obedience rather than thinking for ourselves. They lure the
unsuspecting masses to preach their sermon on the Mount of Communications:
‘Happy are you who turn to our channels, log onto our websites, and buy our
products. Woe to you who dare to question or challenge us!’

Their primary concern is not truth, but revenue. After all, truth has never been
known to be profitable – e.g. Jesus was clearly against profiteering (C.f. Mt
21:12-17; Mk 11:15-19; Lk 19:45-48; Jn 2:13-16 – the cleansing of the
Temple) and died a poor man in every sense of the word. On the contrary,
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

ratings, hits and likes have been a fail-safe formula for immediate
commercial rewards. Accordingly, society has chosen its master and
renounced its Christian foundations under the guise of impartiality.
Alarmingly, it appears the throne is now occupied by those who have won
the battle of information – a few tech giants and conglomerates who
monopolise its control and distribution. Unsurprisingly, these forces
behave more or less like a religion and preach the same social creeds as if
they are the branches of the same tree. They establish a common dogma to
define the latest trends and ethical norms. They achieve this with a
philosophy which is ultimately designed to maximise and sustain their
power and income. So comes the birth of a novel mainstream narrative – a
self-enthroned, self-righteous and omnipotent ‘saviour’ of the world – a
new embodiment of moral and social principles which purports to be the
final solution to all our problems. Nothing remains impervious as every
piece of reality and human history is subject to its authority and judgment.
It promises to liberate unenlightened citizens from ignorance and bring
harmony to the world, even if force may be used when necessary.

Likewise, this new ‘saviour’ preaches: Be happy, for I have conquered both
the real and the virtual worlds, and I tolerate no rivals. I can even influence
a century-old cheese company to erase its founder’s name and rebrand. I
have the authority to silence and oppress any potential dissenters, as I have
recently obliterated an emerging competitor entirely from the virtual
universe. My authority knows no bounds – time or space – as even legacy
and history can be ‘cancelled’ at my command. But woe to anyone who
opposes my plans to redeem the unenlightened world! As for your present
struggles and hiccups, conversion inevitably comes with side-effects. So be
patient, for soon there will come a utopia, where every person shall find
peace and happiness under this one rule, where, as my prophet John Lennon
once imagined, there will be no heaven, no hell, no countries, no religion,
and no possessions too, at least for most of you.

Perhaps it was this kind of redeemer that the Pharisees and the scribes were
waiting for. Yet this new ‘saviour’ of the world sounds more like antichrist
than Christ. So must we remain quiet and comply? What would Jesus do?
He said, “Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell
you, but rather division.” (Lk 12:51) Indeed, truth exposes the lie and
causes division, when it is surrounded by hypocrisy. Therefore, as Christ’s
disciples, we cannot fear becoming instruments of such division, which,
unlike that of the world, does not incite violence, yet dares to speak the truth
and even welcomes the prospect of being crucified for it.

Reflection Continued
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COVID-19 Update.  In keeping with NSW
Health directives, anyone attending a church now must
wear a face mask. Children under the age of 12 are
exempt from this rule, but are encouraged to wear face
masks where practicable.
NSW Health can impose a $200 fine on each individual
failing to abide by this rule.
Up to 100 people can attend Masses as well as other
ceremonies including funerals, baptisms and weddings,
providing a four square metre rule is observed.

PULPIT POINTS     17 January 2021
• Eileen O’Connor Centenary
• Lebanese priests to be beatified
• Simcha Fisher: An American fairytale
• Monica Doumit: Scandal of the missing ‘Vatican
billions’
• Movie review: Wonder Woman
• Philippa Martyr: Mass attendance

Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click  to go to donation
box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

QR CODE REQUIREMENT
QR Codes are now compulsory for churches for NSW
Health Dept contact tracing. This is in addition to the
Attendee List that are kept by the parish.
If you are unable to use the QR code, please sign the
Attendee list.

The QR codes for St Michael’s Meadowbank are pinned
in the door way at Hughes St entrance.
To upload the QR Reader for NSW Service app to your
Android mobile phone:
- Go to Google Play Store
- Search for the NSW  Service App
- Click Install or Download the QR reader for NSW
Service App
iPhone: Simply use the camera to scan the QR code.

To use the St Michael’s Meadowbank QR code:
- Go to your QR reader app on your Android mobile
phone
- Scan the QR code
- Click on the browse
- Type your name and phone number
- Click on the Check in
- Show the Usher that you have signed in.

  Covid-19 Safety Protocol
As a precaution, please do NOT put back the Bulletin,

Prayer Cards, Flyers and etc that you have already touched.
Take them with you or throw them in the bin provided.

WEEKEND MASSES
Registration in the Parish Website are mandatory to
attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday).  Facemasks are mandatory inside the church.
For cancellations, please ring the Parish Office by
Friday.

BEFORE YOU ENTER THE CHURCH
      1. Scan the St. Michael’s Meadowbank QR code
and check in before entering the church.
      2. Check the printed Attendee List if you have
booked in advance.

OR;
Register your name and contact details in the

       Attendee List at the Hughes St. Entrance

Thank you to all our parishes and Eucharistic communities
for your support following the successful launch of our new
Archdiocesan Mission Plan, Go Make Disciples.

The plan has come after over five years of consultation  with
clergy and laity through the ‘Parish 2020’ process, focused
on how best to ensure our parishes are true centres of the
new evangelisation so they can nurture the faith of future
generations of Catholics.
A  summary version is available in the church and a full plan
is available in the office.

RCIA.  Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please
ring up the parish office on 98093536.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week       (18 - 24 January 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays     8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                            Saturdays 8:15am-8:55am
                                             4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 5th March at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after  Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Brian Maher
Carol Maher N/A

8:00AM Stephen Topple Agnes Aldana
Nick Radice N/A

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

aul Nigli
Charlene Harrison N/A

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website;
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE by Friday 12pm
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society.
Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Colleen Maguire, Henah Jawher, Sue Bain,
Antoinette Van der Stratten & Sarah Magsakay
LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)
VACUUM: Justine Isaac

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Saints of the week
Wed 20 Saint Fabian, Pope, Martyr
              Saint Sebastian, Martyr
Thu 21 Saint Agnes, Virgin, Martyr
Fri 22 Saint Vincent, Deacon, Martyr

THE PIETY STALL remains closed
throughout January. COLUMBAN CALENDARS
ALL SOLD OUT.

   Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 16th January 9:15am
Thanksgiving from Leung Family
Tuesday 19th January 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Mary Pankajam
Wednesday 20th January 9:15am

Mass for the soul of Regina Emaculata Tanudjaja
Thursday  21st January 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Uy Teng Hong
Friday 22nd January 9:15am

Mass for the souls of Domingo & Consolacion Luzon
Saturday 23rd January 9:15am

Recently deceased on 07/01/2021 Emmanuel Kofi Fenuku

NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED PER DAY

NO First Friday Masses on January
and February 2021.

JRS Appeal for Foodbank
Donations
The Jesuit Refugee Service mobile food bank is a huge
and growing operation. JRS are feeding over 900
people each week who have been excluded from
Federal Government financial support and cannot
return home.  Their stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and
long life milk are RUNNING LOW.  If you can donate
these items they have drop off spots around Sydney
here.  In the absence of Federal Government support
for people in need, we continue to need your help.
Please visit: https://aus.jrs.net/en/foodbank/ or contact
us on 9356 3888 and learn how you can support people
who have no other means to buy these basics for their
families.


