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The Baptism of the Lord Yr B/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Mt 3: 16-17
After the Lord was baptized,
the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon
him like a dove, and the voice of
the Father thundered: This is
my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11
Come to me and your soul will
live, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with you

Responsorial Psalm:
Isaiah 12

You will draw
water joyfully from
the springs of
salvation.
2nd Reading: 1 John 5:1-9
Jesus Christ came by water and
blood

Gospel Acclamation:
cf John 1:29
Alleluia, alleluia!
John saw Jesus approaching
him, and said: This is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins
of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Mark 1:7-11
'You are my Son, the Beloved; my
favour rests on you'

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 1: 32, 34
Behold the One of whom John
said: I have seen and testified
that this is the Son of God.

Gospel

Mark 1:7-11

In the course of his
preaching John the
Baptist said:
‘Someone is
following me, someone
who is more powerful
than I am, and I am not
fit to kneel down and
undo the strap of his
sandals. I have baptised you
with water, but he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’
It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee
and was baptised in the Jordan by John. No sooner had he
come up out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on you.’

Pope Francis’ Angelus Homily on the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord,
Today we are celebrating the Feast of the Lord’s Baptism, which concludes
the Christmas season. The Gospel describes what happens on the bank of the
Jordan. At the time that John the Baptist baptises Jesus, the heavens opened.
“When he came up out of the water”, St Mark writes, “immediately he saw
the heavens opened” (1:10). This brings to mind the dramatic supplication
of the Prophet Isaiah: “O that thou wouldst rend the heavens and come
down” (Is 64:1). This invocation was granted at the event of the Baptism of
Jesus. Thus ended the time that the “heavens were closed”, which had
symbolised the separation between God and man as a consequence of sin.
Sin distanced us from God and broke the bond between heaven and earth,
thereby determining our misery and failures in our lives. The opening of the
heavens indicate that God granted his grace in order that the land bear its
fruit (cf. Ps 85[84]: 11-12). This is how the earth became the dwelling place
of God among men, and it is possible for each one of us to meet the Son of
God, experiencing all of his love and infinite mercy. We are able to
encounter Him truly present in the Sacraments, especially in the Eucharist.
We are able to recognise Him in the faces of our brothers and sisters,
especially in the poor, the sick, the imprisoned, the displaced: they are the
living flesh of the suffering Christ and the visible image of the invisible God.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them as
we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.
au
Office hours:
Monday - closed
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
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meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by 12
noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
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Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
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1st Saturday - Richard Borges
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2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
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1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer - Lou
Temprosa
St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees
& visitors to our church! May you find our parish
community a place where your faith life will be
nourished and you will take up the invitation to share
your special gifts and talents. Your prayers, presence,

Reflection Continued
With the Baptism of Jesus, not only do the heavens open, but God
speaks once again making his voice resound: “This is my beloved
Son; with whom I am well pleased” (Mk 1:11). The Father’s voice
proclaims the mystery that is hidden in the Man baptized by the
Forerunner.
Then the Holy Spirit descends, in the form of a dove: this allows
Christ, the Lord’s Consecrated One, to inaugurate his mission, which
is our salvation. The Holy Spirit: the great One forgotten in our
prayers. We often pray to Jesus: we pray to the Father, especially in
the “Our Father”; but we do not often pray to the Holy Spirit, is it
true? He is the Forgotten One. And we need to ask for His help, His
strength, His inspiration. The Holy Spirit who has wholly animated
the life and mystery of Jesus, is the same Spirit who today guides
Christian existence, the existence of men and women who call
themselves and want to be Christians. To subject our Christian life
and mission, which we have all received in Baptism, to the action of
the Holy Spirit means finding the apostolic courage necessary to
overcome easy worldly accommodations. Christians and
communities who are instead “deaf” to the voice of the Holy Spirit,
who urges us to bring the Gospel to the to the ends of the earth and
of society, also become “mutes” who do not speak and do not
evangelise.
But remember this: pray often to the Holy Spirit, that He help us, give
us strength, give us inspiration and enable us to go forward.
May Mary, Mother of God and of the Church, accompany the
journey of all of us baptised; may she help us to grow in our love for
God and in the joy of serving the Gospel, in order to thereby give full
meaning to our life.

Silence in the church.

Please maintain a respectful silence
in the church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in
the tabernacle. Also, let us be mindful that people are making their

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and
download from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use
a google calendar, you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by
pressing
the
+
button
on
the
homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click to go to donation
box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Some of our regular generous donors are using an
incomplete bank reference number when transferring
offerings to St Michael’s Meadowbank Parish bank
account – BSB 062-784, Account Number: 04292000.
Please notify your bank of the correct and complete
account number.

PULPIT POINTS

10 January 2021

• The missing $2.3 billion
• What the numbers tell us. Mass attendance in
Australia.
• Thoughts on a pro-life picket line
• The tragedy of Lisa Montgomery
• Movie review: The Surgeon’s Cut
• Brothers who built an industry

COVID-19 Update.

In keeping with NSW
Health directives, anyone attending a church now must
wear a face mask. Children under the age of 12 are
exempt from this rule, but are encouraged to wear face
masks where practicable.
NSW Health can impose a $200 fine on each individual
failing to abide by this rule.
Up to 100 people can attend Masses as well as other
ceremonies including funerals, baptisms and weddings,
providing a four square metre rule is observed.

QR CODES REQUIREMENT
QR codes are now compulsory for churches to ensure
there is a record kept for all attendees for NSW Health
Dept contact tracing.
The QR codes for St Michael’s Meadowbank are pinned
in the doorway at Hughes St entrance.
To download the QR Reader for NSW Service app to
android mobile phone:
- Go to Google Play Store
- Search for the NSW Service App
- Click Install or Upload the QR reader for NSW
Service App

Auxiliary Bishop Terry Brady will celebrate a special Mass
on Sunday 10 January, marking the centenary of the death
of Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor.

To use the St Michael’s Meadowbank QR code:
- Go to your QR reader app on your mobile phone
- Scan the QR code
- Click on the browse
- Type your name and phone number
- Click on the Check in
- Show the Usher that you have signed in.

The Mass will be held at 11am at St Brigid’s church in
Coogee.

IPHONE users can directly scan the QR code through
their phone camera.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, attendance at the Mass is by
invitation only. However, it will be livestreamed on the new
Eileen O’Connor website: www.eileenoconnor.com.au

Every person going inside the church must register both
in the NSW Service app and sign in the Church attendee
list.

Mass marking the Centenary of the Death of Eileen
O’Connor

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney has also launched new
Facebook and Instagram pages, aimed at promoting the
pathway to sainthood for Eileen, who was Co-Founder of
Our Lady's Nurses for the Poor, Eileen's great courage in
serving the sick poor, despite enduring great personal illness
herself is a truly remarkable example to us all.
Visit the new website at this address:
www.eileenoconnor.com.au

WEEKEND MASSES
Registration in the Parish Website are mandatory to
attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday). Facemasks are mandatory inside the
church. For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.
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Roster: 16 / 17 January 2021
Time

Acolyte

Readers

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Colleen Maguire
Sr Elizabeth Delaney

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Mel Talisayon
Jo-Anne Peters
Joan D'Souza
Livia Bolanca

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A
N/A

(11 - 17 January 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Fridays 8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
Saturdays 8:15am-8:55am
4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 5th March at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses this week:
No need to register in website
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE AND SCAN
QR CODE (at Hughes St entrance)
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society.
Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Colleen Maguire, Henah Jawher, Sue Bain,
Antoinette Van der Stratten & Sarah Magsakay
LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)
VACUUM: Justine Isaac

Covid-19 Safety Protocol
Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Covid-19 Safety Protocol
As a precaution, please do NOT put back the
Bulletin, Prayer Cards, Flyers and etc that you
have already touched. Take them with you or
throw them in the bin provided.

RCIA.

Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring up the parish office on 98093536.

Saint of the week
Wed 13 Saint Hilary, Bishop, Doctor

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 12th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for the Deceased Families of
Therese Younis
Wednesday 13th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Faust de Souza
Thursday 14th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Andrew Yip
Friday 15th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias

BAPTISM
Rosie Lee and Lia Lee
Child of Byong Koo Lee and Joo Hyun
Chung
th
on Saturday 9 January at 11:00am
and
Chad John Nakad
Child of Paul Nakad and Julie Ayoub
on Sunday 10th January at 11:30am

NO First Friday Masses on
January and February 2021.
THE PIETY STALL remains closed
throughout January.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

