
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Mal 3: 1; 1 Chr 29: 12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty
One, has come; and kingship is
in his grasp, and power and
dominion.

1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Above you the glory of the Lord
appears

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13
Lord, every nation
on earth will adore

you.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
It has now been revealed that
pagans share the same inheritance

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the
East; and have come to adore
the Lord.                   Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
The visit of the Magi

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Mt 2: 2
We have seen his star in the
East, and have come with gifts
to adore the Lord.
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Gospel
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem
in Judaea during the reign of King
Herod, some wise men came to
Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the
infant king of the Jews?’ they asked.
‘We saw his star as it rose and have
come to do him homage.’ When King
Herod heard this he was perturbed, and
so was the whole of Jerusalem. He
called together all the chief priests and
the scribes of the people, and enquired
of them where the Christ was to be
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told
him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of

Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of
you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them
the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to
Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have
found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having
listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them
was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the place
where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going
into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their
knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different
way.
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The Epiphany of the Lord Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

Let us begin the new year with Jesus’ Holy Name.
January is a month dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. The feast is usually
celebrated on 3rd Jan, but this year it falls on the Sunday which happens to be
the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. Liturgically, the first ten days of
the year is designated as ‘Christmas Time’. Here we can see that the Nativity
of Jesus is not just a single day that comes and goes, but its joy extends to an
entire season. The Christmas colour white represents light, joy, purity and
innocence. As for the rest of January, ordinary time begins with green as the
colour of new life and hope.

The name ‘Jesus’ means ‘God saves’. When the Lord’s birth was announced
by the angel Gabriel, his parents were instructed specifically to name the child
Jesus: “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.” (Lk 1:31); “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit;
she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” (Mt 1:21-22) While the name was somewhat
common in ancient Israel, the Saviour’s name was not derived from his
ancestry. Therefore, like his precursor John who was not named after his
father or his forefathers, the Lord’s name was primarily a means to
communicate his life.

St. Paul said in his epistle, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.” (Phil 2:9-11) Also in Romans, the apostle taught: “Every one who
calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Rom 10:13). The practise of
invoking the holy name of Jesus was a tradition from the earliest days as
Christ himself said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the
Father, he will give it to you in my name.” (Jn 16:23) Demons were driven
out (Mk 9:38-39, Acts 16:18), and miracles were performed (Acts 3:6,
4:7-11, 9:34) simply by invoking the name of Jesus. Likewise, according to
the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, we ought to give reverence to
the holy name of Jesus in the liturgy by doing a head bow: “A bow of the
head is made when the three Divine Persons are named together and at the
names of Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honour
Mass is being celebrated.” (GIRM, 275a)

So knowing all this may we never say the Lord’s name in vain. And perhaps
as we begin this new month and year, we could also reflect on what our own
names mean. What does my name signify in the context of God’s will on
earth? As Jesus’ name was a true representation of his life, am I living up to
my own name (or my baptismal/confirmation name)? Let us ponder then,
what Christ may bring to us this year, discern his will, and do our best to live
according to it. Happy New Year and God bless!

Prayer in Honour of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

O Divine Jesus, You have promised that anything we ask of the Eternal
Father in Your Name shall be granted. O Eternal Father, in the name of
Jesus, for the love of Jesus, in fulfilment of this promise, and because
Jesus has said it, grant us our petitions for the sake of Jesus, Your Divine
Son. Amen.

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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Covid-19 Safety Protocol
As a precaution, please do NOT put back the
Bulletin, Prayer Cards, Flyers and etc that you
have already touched. Take them with you or
throw them in the bin provided.

Eileen O’Connor.
New website and social platforms to
promote the cause for sainthood of
Eileen O’Connor . The Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney has launched a
new website, Facebook and Instagram
pages today, aimed at promoting the
pathway to sainthood for the Co-
Founder of Our Lady's Nurses for the Poor, Servant of
God, Eileen O'Connor. Eileen's great courage in serving
the sick poor, despite enduring great personal illness
herself is a truly remarkable example to us all.

Visit the new website at this address:
www.eileenoconnor.com.au

and follow the new Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor

and Instagram page at this address:
www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/

Collections Update 27 December 2020
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $3,946.85
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):  $9,235.25
Donations to Date- Music Liturgy:  $20,050

DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

RCIA. Wednesday 6pm in the Parish Office. If
you are wanting to become a Catholic, please
contact the Parish office to register your interest at
9809 3536.

JRS Appeal for Foodbank Donations
The Jesuit Refugee Service mobile food bank is a huge
and growing operation. JRS are feeding over 900 people
each week who have been excluded from Federal
Government financial support and cannot return home.
Their stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk
are RUNNING LOW.  If you can donate these items
they have drop off spots around Sydney here.  In the
absence of Federal Government support for people in
need, we continue to need your help.  Please visit:
https://aus.jrs.net/en/foodbank/ and learn how you can
support people who have no other means to buy these
basics for their families.  This short video also shows
what happens to food donations that are made:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=293160638622911

COVID-19 Update.
In keeping with NSW Health directives,
attendance at all indoor Masses is now limited to a
maximum of 300 people, while observing a four
square metre rule. Churches are required to keep
records of all attending Masses for contact tracing
purposes and the NSW Government recommends
that church-goers continue to wear face masks
when attending Mass. Due to the tighter
restrictions, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has
issued a dispensation to the faithful from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sunday; this
dispensation will continue until the two square
metre rule returns or limits are removed
altogether.

Go Make Disciples
Mission Plan for the Catholic Archdiocese of
Sydney  Summary Version booklets are now at
the table next to the Hughes St. entrance. If you
wish to obtain a copy of the FULL Mission Plan,
please ring the Parish office at 9809 3536.

Funeral of
Michael Dunkin

on 5th January, Tuesday
at 2:00pm

here at
St Michael’s Church

Funeral of
Pushpa Gomes

 on 6th January, Wednesday
at 11:00am

here at
St Michael’s Church
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week       (4 - 10 January 2021)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:            Fridays         8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                                         Saturdays     8:15am-8:55am (AEST)

4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  5th March at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Aneela Pereira
Glenn Pereira N/A

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Gemma Evesson
Gregory Cheng N/A

10:00AM Joel Tabuso Leony Hamor
Nely Gasataya N/A

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9:15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers We
have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers
cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

WEEKEND MASSES
The church can accommodate up to 150 people
with the government prescribed social distancing.
Registrations in the Parish Website are
recommended to attend the weekend Masses.
CONTACT THE OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE
OF INTERNET by Friday. (Office is closed on
Monday, Saturday & Sunday). In case you have
missed, you are welcome to come early and
register at the door. If there is a spot available.
For cancellations, please ring the Parish Office
by Friday.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Saints of the week
Thu 7 Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Sun 10 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Feast

THE PIETY STALL remains closed
throughout January.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS  are still on
sale at the Hughes Street door of the Church.
CALENDARS are $9.00 each.

NO First Friday Masses on
January and February 2021.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings

Tuesday 5th January 9:15am
Birthday Blessings for

Gianluca, Emmanuel & Jessa Yap
Wednesday 6th January 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Thursday  7th January 9:15am

Good Health & Birthday Blessings for
Marilyn Vallejo

Friday 8th January 9:15am
Good Health & Birthday Blessings for

Dana Vallejo
Saturday 9th January 9:15am

Recently Deceased: Jennifer Revilla

Church Cleaners Roster for January
 Colleen Maguire, Henah Jawher, Sue Bain,
  Antoinette Van der Stratten & Sarah Magsakay

  LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)
  VACUUM:  Justin Isaac


