
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above,
you heavens, and let the clouds
rain down the Just One; let the
earth be opened and bring forth
a Saviour.

1st Reading:
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16
Your House and your sovereignty
will always stand secure before
me

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 88(89):2-5,27,29
For ever I will sing the
goodness of the Lord.

2nd Reading:
Romans 16:25-27
The mystery is revealed that was
kept secret for endless ages

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 1:38
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
'I am the handmaid of the Lord'

Communion Antiphon:
Is 7: 14
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive
and bear a son; and his name
will be called Emmanuel.
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Gospel
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the House of David; and the virgin’s
name was Mary. He went in and said to
her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The
Lord is with you.’ She was deeply
disturbed by these words and asked
herself what this greeting could mean, but
the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be
afraid; you have won God’s favour.
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a
son, and you must name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will
have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about,
since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the angel
answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its
shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God.
Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself
conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her
sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of
the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the
angel left her.
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4th Sunday of Advent Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

His arrives quietly. Do we see?
Despite all the ongoing distractions of 2020 – indeed, what an eventful year it
has been! – Christmas has again come around. While the world is desperately
scrambling to close doors and isolate for fear of being on the wrong side of
this quasi zombie apocalypse, we welcome Jesus, who arrives in the midst of
chaos and division to open doors and gather us into communion.

Yes, it’s true that the last 12 months has been turbulent for all. However,
when we compare our age to that of Jesus’ birth, we cannot conclude that our
forebears had it any easier. The Israelites of old were living under the Roman
rule, and according to the Scriptures it seems there were plenty of tyrants to
contend with. To top it off, there was much division even among themselves.
Subsequently, people were sufficiently preoccupied, that by and large the
First Coming of the Saviour could go unnoticed.
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:    Monday - Closed
Tuesday - Friday   9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
                    Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)
Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges
                       (Family Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am –  Muntia Gouw
4th  SUN 8am - Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy -  Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Did anyone pay much attention to the Lord’s Incarnation and Birth? It was
known only by a few, such as those who were visited by God’s angelic
messenger, and the three magi, who were on the lookout for the fulfilment
of this prophetic sign. Arguably, Herod wasn’t genuinely attentive, as he
heard about the birth of the Christ-child, only to treat it like an alarming
rumour. So he asked the wise men to confirm it on their way back, but
when they didn’t, he grossly overreacted by murdering all infant boys
below the age of two.

So let’s name a few adverse circumstances surrounding Jesus’ Nativity.
This was a time of religious fragmentation, political instability, tyranny,
injustice and murder, as well as indifference. Isn’t it incredible, that Christ
lived among them for 30 years, yet no one knew he had already come?
Then even as he began his public ministry and revealed himself to the
world, they refused to believe that he was the Son of God. In other words,
they were too engrossed in their own affairs, opinions and worries that they
didn’t recognise the Lord who was in their midst.

However, it appears things haven’t changed much over two thousand years.
For even now, our world is behaving either like Herod or the Israelites at
large. Even as the global community is obsessed with the ongoing
pandemic, this was not a new obstacle, as society was already fragmented
before it. In fact, covid only became another excuse to neglect God and
ignore our neighbours, which we were doing well before the outbreak. For
many years, we’ve witnessed a tyrannical effort to drive Christ out of
Christmas as Herod did. Also, the majority of people aren’t exactly keen on
Jesus’ Birth, even though the word ‘Christmas’ derives from “Christ’s
Mass”. Instead they utter vacuous euphemisms, such as, ‘Happy Holidays’,
and ‘Season’s Greetings’. Decorated trees, Santa, shiny ornaments and
pretty lights have now replaced the old symbols of religious substance.
Instead of paying homage to the Infant King at Mass, people would rather
shout their hosannas to the retailers for their gracious gifts of discounted
goods.

Sadly, there’s still no place at the inn for Jesus. The infant-Saviour has no
room to lay his sweet head as he is again banished to the stable, where only
a few rejoice at his coming. But blessed are those who do recognise him in
the midst of the world’s distractions and life’s concerns. Happy are you
who see and hear that the Saviour has come!

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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PULPIT POINTS 20 DECEMBER 2020
• Winning hearts & minds. Hugely successful new religious
education curriculum
• It could happen to anyone. New book outlines Pell justice
travesty
• The priest our spies framed
• Transgender reality check
• Movie review: The Hardy Boys
• Vaticans worrying China silence

Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  100012007
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
 to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

A Christmas Message from Fr Peni
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. A humble
thanksgiving prayer for the Shepherd in the crib for you
all. Thank you dear Brother Jesus for inviting us to your
Birthday to be with your dear parents, Blessed Mother
Mary and Holy Father Joseph. God Bless You!

RCIA. Wednesday 6pm in the Parish Office. If you
are wanting to become a Catholic, please contact the
parish office to register your interest at 9809 3536.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
DECEMBER 2020

24th December, Thursday
5:30pm With Children’s Nativity Introduction

(Christmas Pageant) -FULLY BOOKED
8:00pm Mass

11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass

25th December, Friday
8:00am & 10:00am Christmas Day Mass

Please register at St Michael’s Meadowbank Website

* The usual liturgical schedule resumes from Saturday
   26th Sat: Eucharistic Adoration and Confession
   between 8:15-8:55am, followed by 9:15am Mass.
* Mass on the Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day):
   11am – no Adoration in the morning.

Final Decoration for Christmas
After the 10am Mass on Sunday 20th December, we
will set up the final decoration for Christmas. All
helping hands welcome.

Final submittance of Jesse Tree gifts on

Sunday 20th December.

Covid-19 Safety Protocol
 As a precaution, please do NOT put back the Bulletin, Prayer
 Cards, Flyers and etc that you have already touched. Bring
 them with you or throw them in the bin provided.

Go Make Disciples
Mission Plan for the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Summary Version booklets are now at the table next to the
Hughes St. entrance. If you wish to obtain a copy of the
FULL Mission Plan, please ring the Parish office at 9809
3536.

Eat. Play. Connect.
Belong…. at
Enjoy two weeks short-term respite care at no cost.
We understand the past few months have been challenging
time for most but particularly for older people living alone in
our community.
During your stay you’ll enjoy meeting new people and warm
conversations over fresh nutritious meals cooked daily,
hobbies you love and the opportunity to try a new activity or
two.
Our Registered Nurses provide care 24/7 for all your
personalised clinical needs.
At Estia Health, we exist to enrich and celebrate life together,
so the choice is yours. Whether you enjoy a full day of
activities and companionship or peace and quiet, you can
choose how your day unfolds and let us look after you.
Visit estiahealth.com.au or call 1800 861 647

COVID-19 Update.
NSW Health has announced that from Monday 7 December,
churches are allowed to have unlimited numbers subject to
the two square metre rule. The Archbishop has now lifted the
previous dispensation for the faithful to attend Masses on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation (Assumption, Christ-
mas).  As such, it is a duty to attend weekly Sunday Mass
and watching online Masses does not fulfil the obligation.
Congregational singing is now also allowed.
Wearing a mask is not mandatory but is highly recom-
mended.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week (21 - 27 December 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation:  Fridays       8:15am-8:55am (AEST)
                            Saturdays            8:15am-8:55am
                                                         4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: Recommence 5th March
                                   at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-8:55am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Sue Metzmacher
Arlene Burton N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Gregory Cheng
Agnes Aldana N/A

10:00AM John Fillion
Joel Tabuso

Jeremy Billings
Francis Fenuku N/A

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

WEEKEND MASSES
CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE IN THE
ABSENCE OF INTERNET by Friday. (Office is
closed on Monday, Saturday & Sunday). In case
you have missed, you are welcome to come early
and register at the door. If there is a spot available.
For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Saint of the week
Mon 21 Saint Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor
Wed 23 Saint John of Kęty, Priest
Fri 25 CHRISTMAS DAY Solemnity
Sat 26 SAINT STEPHEN, the first martyr, Feast
Sun 27 THE HOLY FAMILY

THE PIETY STALL remains closed due
to the Coronovirus.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS /
CHRISTMAS CARDS  are now on sale at
ther Hughes Street door of the Church.
CALENDARS are $9.00 each and CHRISTMAS
CARDS are $6.00 per packet of ten.

   Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 22nd December 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Yvonne Lees
Wednesday 23rd December 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Thressiamma Chacko
Saturday 26th December 9:15am

Good Health and Birthday Blessings for
Joey Vallejo

Baptism

Child of
Marvin Abiad & Pauline Rapisura

on
20th December

at
11:30am

NO First Friday Masses on January and
February 2021.

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum
the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie
Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per
week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are
at the church doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for January
Sue Lobo, Colleen MaGuire, Henah Jawher, Antoinette Van
der Stratten & Sarah Magsakay
LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)      VACUUM:  Justin Isaac


