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3rd Sunday of Advent Yr B/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Phil 4: 4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11
He has sent me to proclaim a year
of favour from the Lord

Responsorial Psalm:
Luke 1:46-50,53-54

My soul rejoices in
my God.
2nd Reading:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
May you all be kept safe for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ

Gospel Acclamation:
Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me; he sent me to bring Good
News to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel

John 1:6-8,19-28

A man came, sent by God. His name was
John. He came as a witness, as a witness to
speak for the light, so that everyone might
believe through him. He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light. This
is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are
you?’ he not only declared, but he
declared quite openly, ‘I am not the
Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are you
Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the
Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to
him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an
answer to those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So
John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the
wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.’ Now these men had
been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him,
‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and
not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands
among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I
am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the
far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising.

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Pope Francis’ Angelus Address on Gaudete Sunday, 17th Dec 2017.

Gospel:

John 1:6-8,19-28
'There stands among you the one
coming after me'

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Is 35: 4
Say to the faint of heart: Be
strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and
he will save us.

Over the last Sundays, the liturgy has underlined what it means to be in a
vigilant attitude and what concretely involves preparing the way of the
Lord. On this third Sunday of Advent, called the “Sunday of Joy”, the
liturgy invites us to grasp the spirit with which all of this takes place, that is
– joy.
Saint Paul invites us to prepare for the coming of the Lord by assuming
three attitudes: constant joy, persevering prayer and continual thanksgiving.
The first attitude is constant joy: “Always be happy” (1 Thess 5:16), the
St Paul exhorts us. That is to say always remain in joy, even when things do
not go according to our desires. Anxieties, difficulties and sufferings
permeate our lives, and so many times the reality around us seems to be
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:
Monday - closed
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinator:
Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)

Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 8 am – Fr Emmanuel Seo
1st 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
inhospitable and arid, like the desert in which the voice of John the Baptist
resounded, as the Gospel of today recalls (cf. , 23). But the words of the
Baptist reveal that our joy rests on the certainty that this desert is
inhabited: “Among you there is one whom you do not know”.
This is Jesus, the envoy of the Father who comes, as Isaiah underlines,
“to bring the good news to the poor, to bind the wounds of broken hearts,
to proclaim the freedom of slaves, the release of prisoners, to promulgate
the year of grace of the Lord” (61,1-2). These words, which Jesus will
make his own in the discourse of the synagogue of Nazareth (cf. Lk 4:1619), clarify that His mission in the world consists in the liberation from
the personal and social sin and slavery that it produces. He came to earth
to give back to men the dignity and freedom of the children of God, which
only He can communicate.
The joy that characterizes the expectation of the Messiah is based on
persevering prayer: this is the second attitude. “Pray unceasingly”
(1 Thessalonians 5:17), says Paul. Through prayer we can enter into a
stable relationship with God, who is the source of true joy. The joy of the
Christian comes from faith and from the encounter with Jesus Christ, the
reason for our happiness. The more we are rooted in Christ, the more we
find inner serenity, even in the midst of everyday contradictions.
That is why the Christian, having met Jesus, cannot be a prophet of
misfortune, but a witness and a herald of joy. A joy to share with others;
a contagious joy that makes life's journey less tiring.
The third attitude indicated by Paul is the continuous yield of graces, that
is, the grateful love of God. He is indeed very generous with us, and we
are invited to always recognize His gifts, His merciful love, His patience,
and goodness, thus living in an endless state of thanksgiving.
Joy, prayer and gratitude are three attitudes that prepare us to live
Christmas in an authentic way. In this last part of Advent, we entrust
ourselves to the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary. She is “the
cause of our joy”, not only because she is the Mother of Jesus, but because
she continually leads us to Him.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007;
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109;
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008;
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

NO First Friday Masses on January and
February 2021.
RCIA.

Those who are wanting to be Catholic,
please ring up the parish office on 98093536.

COVID-19 Update

PULPIT POINTS 13 DECEMBER 2020
• A vision for the future: Archdiocese launches its new plan
for evangelisation
• The peace of the confessional
• Victorian Law’s collateral damage: Children
• ACU Farewells its remarkable VC
• Movie review: The Right Stuff
• Phillipa Martyr: Catholic ju-jitsu

Children's Mass Christmas Eve
There will be a Children's Mass on Christmas Eve at
5.30pm and we are after children who would like to read
at Mass and/or to take part in the Nativity Play. There
will be a rehearsal on Saturday19th December at
10.00am in the church. If your child is interested in
participating, you will first need to register attendance at
the Mass and then email marisa.squadrito@gmail.com.
If you have any issues with registering attendance at this
Mass, please let me know.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
DECEMBER 2020
5:30pm With Children’s Nativity Introduction
(Christmas Pageant)
8:00pm Mass
11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
8:00am & 10:00am Christmas Day Mass
Please register at St Michael’s Meadowbank Website

Jesse Tree is now at the back of
the church

NSW Health has announced that from Monday 7 December, The annual St. Michael Jesse Tree provides Christmas gifts to
residents of the Estia and Meadowbank Grove (formerly
churches are allowed to have unlimited numbers subject to
Fernleigh) Nursing Homes. In keeping with this wonderful
the two square metre rule.

tradition, the Jesse Tree has now been placed in the back foyer

The Archbishop has now lifted the previous dispensation for of the church. We kindly request your generosity by taking a
tag or two from the tree. Please return your new, wrapped gift,
the faithful to attend Masses on Sundays and Holy Days of
with the gift tag attached to the Church and place it under the
tree. If the Church is closed you may also leave the gift at the
Likewise, it is a duty to attend weekly Sunday Mass and parish office.

Obligation (Assumption, Christmas).

watching online Masses does not fulfil the obligation.
Congregational singing is now also allowed.

Final Decoration for Christmas
After the 10am Mass on Sunday 20th December,
we will have the final decoration for Christmas and
we need helpers.

Christmas Lights at St Mary’s Cathedral
St Mary’s Cathedral is again hosting the magnificent lights

of Christmas with the event officially launched on
10 December. The lights will be displayed each night
until 11pm, concluding on Christmas Day.
Please help us spread the word about this beautiful event.

The nursing homes have supplied us with gift suggestions
as follows:
- Body lotion
- Hand cream
- Pjs and nighties
- Polo shirts
- Nail polish
- Deodorant
- Perfume
We thank all our parishioners for your generous help in
always making the Jesse Tree program at St Michael’s
Meadowbank a success. Your kindness and thoughtfulness is
greatly appreciated.

God Bless!
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Arthur Lee
Rose Dearden

N/A

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Jo-anne Peters
Mel Talisayon
Raul Nigli
Joan D’Souza

N/A
N/A

Liturgy for this week (14 - 20 December 2020)
Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: Recommence 5th March
at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

ADVENT PROGRAM
The last ADVENT READING PROGRAM (Prayer and Reflection) with
Fr. Emmanuel is on 17th December, Thursday at 7pm at the presbytery.
For those who are interested, please register with the Parish office on
98093536 or email: office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.

THE PIETY STALL

remains closed due to the Coronovirus.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the
church on a weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie Bennett
on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors
or can be made through the Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for December
Moussa El Bayeh, Rose El Bayeh, Olivia Cullen, Trish and Constance Leung
LINEN: Joan D’Souza
VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

WEEKEND MASSES
CONTACT THE OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE
OF INTERNET by Friday. (Office is closed on
Monday, Saturday & Sunday). In case you have
missed, you are welcome to come early and
register at the door. If there is a spot available.
For cancellations, please ring the Parish Office
by Friday.

Saint of the week
Mon 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 15th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias
Wednesday 16th December 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Christine Gough
Thursday 17th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Mary Pankajam
Friday 18th December 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Corazon Zulueta
Saturday 19th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Amado Cabaero

Baptism
Jaxon Collin Ronabio
Child of
John and Jermina Ronabio
on 13th December
at
11:30am

COLUMBAN CALENDARS /
CHRISTMAS CARD prices CALENDARS
are $9.00 each and CHRISTMAS CARDS are
$6.00 per packet of ten. Place the money in
St Vincent’s de Paul donation box next to the
church door at Hughes Street.

For our Brothers and Sisters still
affected severely by COVID may
they continue to find safety and
serenity during this time.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

