
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 30: 19, 30
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make
the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
The glory of the Lord shall be
revealed and all mankind shall see
it

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent)

Lord, let us see
your kindness, and

grant us your
salvation.

2nd Reading:
2 Peter 3:8-14
We are waiting for the new
heavens and the new earth

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths: all
people shall see the salvation of
God. Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
A voice cries in the wilderness:
prepare a way for the Lord

Communion Antiphon:
Bar 5: 5; 4: 36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon
the heights, and behold the joy
which comes to you from God.
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Gospel
The beginning of the Good News
about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It
is written in the book of the prophet
Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my
messenger before you; he will
prepare your way. A voice cries in
the wilderness: Prepare a way for the
Lord, make his paths straight. And so
it was that John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all

the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John
wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild
honey. In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is
following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am
not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have
baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit.’
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2nd Sunday of Advent Yr B/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

St. John the Baptist – a life lived to the full

This week’s Gospel features St. John the Baptist. He was such a prolific
figure that Jesus said this about him: “I tell you, among those born of
women none is greater than John.” (Lk 7:28) Even Herod, his murderer,
feared him, “knowing that he was a righteous and holy man.” We are
told, also: “When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he
heard him gladly.” (Mk 6:20)
So if you were given all the gifts that the Baptist had, how would you
live life? Perhaps we would choose a much more comfortable and
honourable existence. Given his talents, John could easily have a suc-
cessful career in the world. But what did he end up doing? The complete
opposite. He lived alone in the wilderness, with “a garment of camel’s
hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and his food was locusts and
wild honey.” (Mt 3:4) It hardly appeared successful by any social
standard. To make matters worse, his ministry only lasted a short while
until Christ appeared in public. Consequently, in the eyes of the world,
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

the Baptist’s life would be a wasted potential and an utter failure. Yet
in the eyes of God, it was worthy of his title – ‘the greatest among
those born of women’.

For us, living life to the full usually means utilising all our potential
talents and gifts. Hence, if we were in St. John’s shoes, we would
probably make different choices to maximise our opportunities. After
all, the Baptist only lived till about thirty years of age, and most of it
was spent out of the limelight, even though he was highly effective
when he finally emerged out of obscurity. So why would God only
use this servant for a short while? Surely, John could have done a lot
more if he was alive? For instance, had he been allowed to work with
the Saviour, he would have been the perfect Robin to Jesus’ Batman.
Yet according to the Gospel, St. John lived to the fullest, since he was
faithful to his vocation as prophesied by Isaiah: “Look, I am going to
send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A voice
cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths
straight.”

Therefore, this calls for a re-examination of what we understand by
living ‘life to the full’. If this ‘fullness of life’ is an evaluation of our
actualised potentials, none of us will ever achieve it. On the other
hand, if what it means is a ‘life fulfilled’, then no longer is success
measured by our list of earthly accomplishments, but by our faithful-
ness to God and his divine will. In other words, He created us with a
specific purpose, so our life can only be fulfilled if we are faithful to
it. For a thing is valuable insofar as it is true to its creator’s intention
– e.g. if a blacksmith creates an axe, it would be most appreciated
when cutting wood rather than oranges. St. John’s vocation was to
prepare the way for the Saviour’s arrival. His fidelity to that calling
allowed him to live an authentically fulfilled life, and thus we now
venerate him as a saint and martyr of Jesus Christ.

So then, what is our unique God-given vocation and how can we be
faithful to this calling? The answer to this will allow us to live life to
the fullest. And if with God’s grace, we do indeed succeed, it would
mean our entry into the heavenly kingdom as one of His beloved
sain

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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PULPIT POINTS 6 DECEMBER 2020
• Illegal to pray? Victorian law alarms experts
• NSW Labor: Open our churches
• At the heart of the storm
• Monica Doumit: This law is dangerous
• Movie review: The Croods - A New Age
• Spiritual books to brighten your life

Children's Mass Christmas Eve
There will be a Children's Mass on Christmas Eve at
5.30pm and we are after children who would like to read
at Mass and/or to take part in the Nativity Play.  There
will be a rehearsal on Saturday19th December at 10.00am
in the church. If your child is interested in participating,
you will first need to register attendance at the Mass and
then email marisa.squadrito@gmail.com. If you have any
issues with registering attendance at this Mass, please let
me know.

From our school's Family Educator-
Kirrily McDermott
Please join us for “Afternoons in Advent” on Friday
11 December in the Parish Presbytery between 2-3pm. As well
as enjoying each other's company and sharing a delicious
afternoon tea together, we will also have the opportunity to talk
about life, faith and the reason for the season in an encouraging
and safe environment. Everyone is welcome, please book via this
link : https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/129613871579/

Playgroup in the Park
Our final  Playgroup in the Park session for 2020 is scheduled for
Thursday 10 December. We meet at Lions Park between 9.15am
- 11am. These popular sessions include a time for craft, story
telling, games and park play. We have limited tickets left, please
use this eventbrite link to book your tickets
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/playgroup-in-thepark-
tickets-125489298871 tickets-125489298871 tickets-
125489298871

Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012007;
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100000109;
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 100012008;
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

ADVENT PROGRAM
There will be an ADVENT READING PROGRAM  (Prayer and
Reflection) with Fr. Emmanuel at 7pm THURSDAYS for 3
weeks, on 3rd, 10th, 17th December. For those who are
interested, please register with the Parish office on 98093536 or
email: office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Meadowbank conference of St Vincent de Paul is holding its
CHRISTMAS APPEAL  THIS WEEKEND.  Envelopes can be
found  at the door of the Church (on the Hughes  Street side).  If
you are unprepared, they can be taken home and returned next
week.  We thank you for your wonderful generosity in past years.

Christmas Midnight Mass and Carols
 Practice
Singing practice for Christmas Midnight Mass and carols

  will be Friday 11th December from 7:00pm at the church.
All most welcome to come and join us!

RCIA
Those who are wanting to be Catholic, please ring up the

  parish  office on 98093536.

Wedding of
Jeremy Lynch & Carla Magaling

on
5th December 2020

Baptism of
Giuliana Paola Di Girolamo

Child of
  Joseph and Daniela Di Girolamo

on 6th December
at  11:30am

COVID-19
As you will have seen from the media reports earlier this  week,

  the  NSW Government has announced a significant easing of
  restrictions on Places of Worship which will come into effect on

Monday 7 December. We are still waiting on the new Public
  Health Order to be issued, hopefully sometime over the weekend,
  but we know that churches will now be subject to the 1 person per
  2sqm rule in line with other venues and there will be no upper
  limit as there currently has been. Outdoor gatherings are also
  based on the 2sqm rule and up to 5000 people.  This means you
  should be able to at least double the number of people in  your
  congregations.  (As usual, divide the area in square metres of your
  indoor space by 2 to obtain the maximum number your space may
  hold).
  Choirs will be able to have 50 people indoors and no limit
  outdoors. Congregational singing is allowed.
  The Archbishop will be lifting the dispensation to attend Sunday
Mass once the 2sqm rule comes into effect. We will issue further
communications next week but it is important that you alert parish-
ioners to these changes and be actively inviting them back to Mass
from now on.

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/playgroup-in-thepark-tickets-125489298871
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/playgroup-in-thepark-tickets-125489298871
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week   (7 - 13 December 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: will recommence on
March
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Family mass
Youth readers N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Agnes Aldana
Maureen Fairbairn N/A

10:00AM John Fillion Jonathan Ling
Joan D’Souza N/A

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers We
have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers
cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for December
Moussa El Bayeh, Rose El Bayeh, Olivia Cullen,
Constance Leung and Trish
LINEN: Joan D’Souza            VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Saints of the week
Mon 7 Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor
Tue 8 THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY Solemnity
Wed 9 Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Fri 11 Saint Damasus I, Pope
Sat 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

THE PIETY STALL remains closed due to the
pandemic.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS /
CHRISTMAS CARDS  are now on sale.
They can be located on the table at the Hughes Street
door. Calendars are $9.00 each and Christmas cards are
$6.00 per packet of 10. BEFORE you take your item(s)
can you please put the money in the Poor Box  at the
Hughes street door?  Thank you.

   Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 8th December 9:15am

Recently Deceased:  Divna Bolanca
Wednesday 9th December 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Domingo Ponce
Thursday 10th December 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Friday 11th December 9:15am

Thanksgiving Mass for Mother Mary for the Answered
Prayers, Protection and Good Health

Saturday 12th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Wan Jui Ling

WEEKEND MASSES
CONTACT THE OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF
INTERNET by Friday. (Office is closed on Monday,
Saturday & Sunday). In case you have missed, you are
welcome to come early and register at the door. If there is a
spot available.For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Why Celebrate Christmas?
A series of Friday night presentations on the Sunday Mass

  readings during Advent, followed by questions from
  the audience.
  Where? 1880 Hall, Saint Peter’s Parish, Surry Hills
  When? Friday nights: December 11 and 18 from 6.00pm
 to 7.00pm
 For whom? Everyone is welcome
 By whom? Dr. Ken Brimaud, LL. B., STD of the
 Catholic Institute of Sydney and the Angelicum University,
 Rome.


