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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:
Jer 29: 11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts
of peace and not of affliction.
You will call upon me, and I
will answer you, and I will lead
back your captives from every
place.

1st Reading:
Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31
A perfect wife - who can find her?

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 127(128):1-5

Happy are those
who fear the Lord.
2nd Reading:
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
God will bring with him those
who have died in Jesus

Gospel Acclamation:
.John 15:4. 5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in
you, says the Lord; my
branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 25:14-30
You have been faithful in small
things: come and join in your
master's happiness

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 72: 28
To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in
God the Lord.

Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is
like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents,
to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his
ability. Then he set out. ‘The man who had received the
five talents promptly went and traded with them and
made five more. The man who had received two made
two more in the same way. But the man who had received
one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. Now a long time after, the master of
those servants came back and went through his accounts
with them. The man who had received the five talents
came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you
entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I
have made.” ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have shown you can be
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater;
come and join in your master’s happiness.” Next the
man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said
“you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more
that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in
your master’s happiness.” Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he
“I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where
you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground.
Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and
lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not
scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my
return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and
give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and
he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be
taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
What happens when we die?
Last week’s bulletin reflection was about why we die. Death has entered our human
existence due to the sin of Adam. On the contrary, eternal life became our new destiny by
virtue of Christ’s obedience on the Cross. Unfortunately, this still doesn’t mean we can
bypass the pain of bodily death at the end of our earthly life. So what happens when we
die?
At the conclusion of our temporal life, our body and soul are separated. The body is buried
underneath, while the soul rises for a particular/private judgment. The souls which have
completely cut themselves off from God’s grace are bound for eternal damnation.
However, this isn’t to say that God send them there, as it is the free will of man which
takes him there. Difficult as it may be to fathom, hell is also the result of a freely willed
choice, meaning it is a self-inflicted fate. Nevertheless, it may seem odd that a loving God
should allow this to occur. What we ought to remember is that God is perfect love as well
as perfect justice – can’t be one without also being the other. So He has to be just in
allowing each person to be accountable for his own actions. Likewise He judges justly,
and lets every free soul to be condemned by his own sins. This therefore cannot be
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours:
Monday - closed
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
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Marisa Squadrito
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)

Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 8 am – Mary Towers
1st, 3rd & 5th SUN 10 am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
considered as a sign of cruelty or mercilessness on His part. In fact, it is a show of His
mercy, for without accountability a mass murderer may be treated the same way as a
saint. Not only would this be gravely unfair, but it would trivialise the moral weight
of every human act. Why bother to follow Jesus’ teachings, if all we need is to claim
with empty words that we have faith? If this was the case, then the Lord should not
have rebuked the Pharisees and the scribes for their hypocrisy. Refer to St. James’
words in his epistle: “But some one will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show
me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.”
(James 2:18)
In theological terms, evil is often described as an absence of God, just as coldness is
an absence of heat. So hell is a place where there is no presence of God, meaning it
cannot ever be reconciled with Him. As for purgatory, this is a place reserved for those
who have yet to be perfectly purified. It seems that there is some element of chronological time associated with purgatory, as a soul would be lifted up to heaven after
having spent a set period. Nevertheless, all souls in purgatory (the ones we are praying
for in November) are bound for heaven.
As for heaven, this is a place of eternal bliss, where we enjoy what’s called the
Beatific Vision. Beatific Vision means we shall have a direct vision of God, in whom
is our supreme happiness or blessedness. In heaven, our understanding of God is no
longer mediated (indirect) but immediate (direct). St. Thomas Aquinas thus taught
that the Beatific Vision is our ultimate goal after physical death. He quoted St. Paul:
“We see now in a glass darkly, but then face to face.” (1 Cor 13:12) From this he
concluded: “Now that which is seen face to face is seen in its essence. Therefore God
will be seen in His essence by the saints in heaven.”
However, it remains true that prior to the resurrection of the body, the soul alone does
not constitute the fullness of the human person. Therefore, unless one is in heaven in
body as well as in spirit (only Jesus and our Lady by virtue of being assumed body
and soul into heaven), the participation in heaven is incomplete insofar as the human
person is not yet whole. This problem shall be overcome once Parousia (i.e. the
Second Coming of Jesus) happens, which will bring about the last/public judgment.
At this point, all dead bodies will rise and be reunited with their previously separated
souls. Then they will join those who are still living on earth. After the final judgment,
those who are fit to enter God’s kingdom will finally enjoy it to the fullest, as whole
human beings.
We need to remember that our nature itself doesn’t transform into that of another
being. Instead, we simply undergo a separation, only to be made whole again with the
resurrection of the body. Therefore, it would be erroneous to speak of a deceased
person as having turned into an angel, since angels are a completely different species
(just as it wouldn’t make sense for an ant to die and become a spider). Besides, even
if we could, we wouldn’t want to be angels after death, since Christ became a man to
save a fallen humanity but not an angel to save the fallen angels. Also, it’s worthy of
note that a funeral Mass is celebrated for the repose of a person’s soul, rather than to
celebrate their life. For to celebrate a life means to be focusing on the past, while the
deceased was still alive. However, what the departed soul actually needs in the present
is to enter the heavenly kingdom. This means after death, what these souls need is our
prayers rather than our celebration of their past. We can certainly ‘celebrate their life’
during the wake or at another event in which we can recall our fond memories
together. So let us pray for the souls, that they may find their eternal rest in the Lord.
Amen.

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
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Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04292002;
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04295001;
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04295003;
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click
to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

Playgroup in the Park
With the easing of some Covid-19 restrictions, this
term our Playgroup Online has been able to transition
to Playgroup in the Park! We will meet at Lions Park
West Ryde on the following Thursdays during Term 4
between 9.15am-11:00am on 3rd December and
10th December.
We have some toys, sports equipment, craft packs and
tea/ coffee available. We will have story time and
rhymes and are applying Covid-safe practices to keep
everyone safe. This event is ticketed and under
current NSW Public Health orders has a maximum of
20 participants. If you’d like to join in next
Thursday’s session, or the other Term 4 sessions
please book using this link
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/playgroup-in-thepark-tickets-125489298871 or refer to the school
facebook page.

Thank you for supporting the CWF November 2020 Parish Appeal
On behalf of this parish, we thank you for supporting
the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) November
2020 Appeal. Through your gift, we are able to continue in our mission to provide care for the most vulnerable community that our CWF ministries and
agencies support. For more information, please visit
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.

14 / 15 November 2020

PULPIT POINTS 15 November 2020
• Standing up for freedom: Archbishop goes into bat
with NSW law
• Hope after French Basilica killings
• The rise and rise of the Liberal Arts
• Keeping an eye on lay movements
• Movie review: The Witches
• Gay disciples: Saluting them with courage

First Holy Communion
next Sunday
22nd November
at
8:00am Mass,
1:00pm and 3:00pm
Let us all pray for these children who
will be receiving the
Body of Christ
for the first time.

Instructions for the November
Book Bearer
1. 10 minutes prior to Mass, the registered book bearer
(with family) goes to the Alcove of Remembrance
(front, right side).
2. Pick up the Book of Remembrance and move it to the
table set in front of the altar.
3. Light the Angel candles.
4. Say the prayer provided on the table.
5. Genuflect/bow to the tabernacle. Return to seat.
*Please register beforehand on the roster sheet to
indicate at which Mass you wish to participate
(Available on a table at the entrance of Hughes Street).
**In case of an unplanned absence or lateness, the
above will be carried out by another volunteer before
Mass.

Solemnity of Christ the King:
22 November 2020
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a
video message to mark this special occasion which we
will share with parishes next week. As the level of
community transmission of COVID-19 declines,
Catholics are called to return to Mass, if they are well
enough, rather than continuing to rely upon
livestreamed Masses where we miss out on receiving
the Blessed Sacrament, the source and summit of our
faith. As we prepare to welcome the birth of Our
Lord, Advent is a wonderful time for Catholics to
return to Mass who may not have done so over recent
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To mark the
Feast of Christ the King, dedicated prayer and liturgy
resources will be shared on the Archdiocese of
Sydney website next week.
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Roster: 21 / 22 November
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Colleen Maguire
Sr Elizabeth Delaney

N/A

8:00AM

Stephen Topple
John Fillion &

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

Mel Talisayon
Jo-anne Peters
Francis Fenuku
Charlene Harrison

N/A
N/A

Liturgy for this week (16 - 22 November 2020)
Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 4th December at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9:15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

THE PIETY STALL

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

WEEKEND MASSES
The church can accommodate up to 150 people with
the government prescribed social distancing.
Registrations in the Parish Website are recommended
to attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday). In case you have missed, you are welcome to
come early and register at the door. If there is a spot
available. For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.

Baptism
of

Zac and Joshua
Wallace
Children of
Luke and Dana Wallace
on
15th November
at
11:30am

Saints & Feasts of the week
Mon 16 Saint Margaret of Scotland
Saint Gertrude, Virgin
Tue 17 Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious
Wed 18 Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints
Peter and Paul, Apostles
Sat 21 The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Sun 22 CHRIST THE KING

of the Late

Paul Pinel

remains closed due to the

on
Friday 20th November
at
11:00am

pandemic.

COLLECTION

We will continue to have 1 collection. The
collection boxes will now be allocated either to First Collection
or Second Collection. Please put your donation to either the 1st
Collection Box (Pink Tag) or 2nd Collection Box (Yellow Tag).
Many thanks to your generosity.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

FACEMASKS.
The NSW Government has recommended
parishioners wear face masks when attending
religious services as an additional safeguard to
help combat the spread of COVID-19.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

