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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 16: 6, 8
To you I call; for you will surely
heed me, O God; turn your ear
to me; hear my words. Guard
me as the apple of your eye;
in the shadow of your wings
protect me.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 45:1,4-6
I have taken Cyrus by his right
hand to subdue nations before him

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 95(96):1,3-5,7-10

Give the Lord glory
and honour.
2nd Reading:
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
We constantly remember your
faith, your love and your hope

Gospel Acclamation:
Philippians 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright
stars; you are offering it the
word of life. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 22:15-21
Give back to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 32: 18-19
Behold, the eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

Gospel

Matthew 22:15-21

The Pharisees went away to work out
between them how to trap Jesus in
what he said. And they sent their
disciples to him, together with the
Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know
that you are an honest man and teach
the way of God in an honest way, and
that you are not afraid of anyone,
because a man’s rank means nothing
to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is
it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar
or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their
malice and replied, ‘You hypocrites!
Why do you set this trap for me? Let me
see the money you pay the tax with.’ They handed
him a denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this?
Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very
well, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what
belongs to God.’

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Whose face is on you?
They handed to Jesus a coin which had a man’s face on it. This prompted the
Lord to ask, “Whose head is this? Whose name?” They replied, “Caesar’s.”
With this response, they acknowledged Caesar’s power to designate monetary value on an otherwise meaningless piece of metal. Therefore the coin
ostensibly belonged to Caesar: “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar.”
But then, where did this material come from? In fact, where did Caesar come
from? Not from himself, surely. So while the Roman general left his mark on
a specially shaped metal to define its value, it was merely a reshaping of what
already existed in nature. Needless to say, all those who contributed to this
‘reshaping’ also were a part of God’s Creation. So ultimately, the Lord’s
Divine Countenance was imprinted on every created being, and especially on
mankind as the Imago Dei (the Image of God). Subsequently, God’s mark on
the entire Creation gave meaning and value to all things (C.f. Col 1:16 – “for
in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.”)
Thus the Saviour commanded: “Give back to God what belongs to God.”
Notice how cunning the Pharisees were in sending their own disciples along
with the Herodians – i.e. the soldiers of Herod. The Pharisees were against
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
paying taxes to Caesar as they only purported to recognise God’s sovereignty – although in practice they reigned as their own kings. As for
Herod, he was appointed by Caesar Augustus to exact the tribute under the
Roman rule. So unlike the Pharisees, the Herodians were in favour of
paying taxes. Plainly, on this particular subject they were the polar opposites. Hence, their temporary collaboration was solely designed to put
Jesus in trouble, as there was no conceivable option to satisfy both parties.
But how brilliant was Christ’s response, which stumped those whose
single intent was to trap him? If Caesar was to be satisfied with a mint (a
collection of his own face) let him have it. On the other hand, what could
they return to God which was rightfully His? Everything which had His
face on it – all created things, both material and immaterial, and most
importantly the one creature which was made in His own Image (i.e.
human beings). In other words, Christ was basically saying: ‘Very well,
give back to Caesar what appears to belong to him. But will you give back
to God what actually belongs to Him?’ By turning the question on its head,
the Lord was confronting them equally, asking, ‘Are you willing to give
yourselves totally to God?’ We know the Herodians were pagans so this
would be an invitation for them to have faith in the Lord. As for the
Pharisees, while they pretended to be faithful, in practice they were
believers in name only, since their hypocrisy made them no better than the
pagans – at least the Herodians’ culpability was reduced by ignorance. So
would these ‘brood of vipers’ (Mt. 23:33) be prepared to repent and allow
Christ to transform their hardened hearts?
The corruption of the Pharisees is evident in the Gospel, especially as this
set-up was their own unsolicited initiative. They conspired to create an
artificially contentious environment in which to place Christ, believing he
would inevitably upset somebody by choosing a side. What they didn’t
expect was for Jesus to rise above this man-made dichotomy and instead
redirect all to the one immutable principle of righteous action – ‘to give
back to God what belongs to God’. Indeed, for any moral decision this
must be our primary concern – By doing [any particular act] am I returning to God the glory and honour which is His due? From Jesus’ own
example, by prioritising this above all, he always glorified his heavenly
Father. And in return, his Father glorified him. Likewise, for any moral
matter, regardless of what the world preaches and irrespective of the traps
set by the adversaries of Jesus and his Church, we must rise above a
man-made polemic to follow instead Christ’s divine advice – ‘Give back
to God what belongs to God!’

World Mission Day - Sunday 18th of October
World Mission Day, or Mission Sunday, reminds Catholics about their
commitment and support for the missionary work of the Church through prayer
and sacrifice.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update at the End of the Month

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04292002;
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04295001;
Account Name: St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04295003;
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one)
as a reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click

PULPIT POINTS 11 OCT 2020
• Aussie money trail allegation
• “Nobel Prize” for Notre Dame academic
• Teen Saint in a tracksuit
• Mystery, murder and faith
• Movie review: The Girl on the Bridge
• French actor a real man of faith

to go to donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the
end of the month.

ALL SOULS DAY MASS - MONDAY
2ND NOVEMBER 2020
Masses will be at 9:15am and 7:00pm (MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE)
- As last year the front Alcove (St Joseph) will become the
Shrine of Remembrance for loved ones who have passed away.
- A Book of Remembrance will be available with names of your
deceased loved ones that are included in the November Mass
offerings.
- The names will not be read out during Masses but
Fr Emmanuel will offer the Masses for all during the month of
November.
- During November, 10 minutes before each Mass, a book
bearer will move the Book of Remembrance from the alcove to
the table in front of the altar, light the angel candles, and say a
prayer (provided on table). Family members/friends of the
deceased are invited to participate in the prayer.
- A list of Masses will be available for you to register. This will
be available on a table at the entrance of Hughes Street from
Tuesday 27th October 2020.
**The Remembrance Book will be available for all to write
prayers and messages from Tuesday 27th October 2020**
- There will be a platform set up in the Alcove for you to place
photos or mementos of your loved ones, as well as flowers these will remain for the month of November.
- The votive candle stand will be moved to Alcove for All Souls
Day and the month of November.

At 7:00pm the statue of Our Lady Help of Christians
will be brought into the church in procession by 4
Acolytes.
PROGRAMME:
1. Fr Emmanuel Opening Prayer
2. Rosary
3. Fr Emmanuel Concluding Prayers and Reflection
4. Exposition of Blessed Sacrament. Adoration and
Benediction
Please register to attend through parish website, or, in
the absence of internet, through Parish office.

Prayer for HSC
Almighty God we ask for your blessings upon the
HSC students. Grant them wisdom to understand,
humility to strive for Your greater Truths, and
courage to glorify You in all that they do. During
these exams, guide their minds and hands to offer
the best of their knowledge. Strengthen them with
Your grace to trust in Your loving will in all of
life’s tests and trials. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Roster: 24 / 25 October 2020
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sue Metzmacher
Arlene Burton

N/A

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon
John Fillion

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

Judith Orrock
Jo-anne Peters
Raul Nigli
Sean V Wyk

Liturgy for this week

N/A

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

N/A

(19 - 25 October 2020)

WEEKEND MASSES - MUST REGISTER IN
WEBSITE

Baptism of

Sacraments:

Baron Ha

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

on 18th October
at 11:30am
Parents:
John & Tiffany Ha

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 6th November at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9:15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

All Souls Day Envelopes are at the table along Hughes
Street entrance. There will be no daily Mass offerings for the month
of November. Place your filled envelopes during Mass at the collection boxes from 18th October 2020.

Walk the Talk – an awe-inspiring day walk to view and take-in some
of Australia’s magnificent national landscapes. Explore and experience God in
the great outdoors with ‘Walk the Talk’ for Men. An event for young men who
are seeking an adventure and a deep exploration of their spiritual life. Surrounded by nature, the day includes Mass, a short talk, personal prayer and group discussions. This will be held on Saturday 24th October. For more details and
registration, please contact us on 9307 8424 or visit us at
www.vocationcentre.org.au or Sydney Vocation Centre Facebook page.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the
church on a weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie Bennett
on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors
or can be made through the Parish Office.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 20th October 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Peter Byrne
Wednesday 21st October 9:15am
Good Health & Birthday Blessings for
Daniel Vallejo
Thursday 22nd October 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Brittany Balding
Friday 23rd October 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Camelle Moussallem
Saturday 24th October 9:15am
Good Health and Birthday Blessings for Jose Tan

Saints of the week
Mon 19 Saints John of Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues,
priests, and their Companions, Martyrs
& Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest
Thu 22 Saint John Paul II, Pope
Fri 23 Saint John of Capistrano, Priest
Sat 24 Saint Antony Mary Claret, Bishop

It’s World Mission Month – the one time
in the year when the entire global Church comes together to
support mission. The Catholic Mission Facebook page offers
daily inspiration, stories and reflection for everyone all year
round. Please like this page to ensure that you don’t miss out
on this wonderful channel and all it has to offer:
https://www.facebook.com/catholicmission/
To see mission in action today, take a look at this wonderful
reflection on gentle leadership from the compassionate Jesuit
Bishop Enrique Figaredo Alvargonzalez. Bishop ‘Kike’ is
the driving force behind Catholic Mission’s 2020 Cambodia
Project appeal. His mission is simple: that everyone has the
opportunity to live life to the full, to have hope, joy and
happiness.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=247534566329493

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

