
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 129: 3-4
If you, O Lord, should mark
iniquities, Lord, who could
stand? But with you is found
forgiveness, O God of Israel.

1st Reading: Isaiah 25:6-10
The Lord will prepare a banquet
for every nation

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 22(23)

I shall live in the
house of the Lord
all the days of my

life.

2nd Reading:
Philippians 4:12-14,19-20
With the help of the One who
gives me strength, there is nothing
I cannot master

Gospel Acclamation:
cf Ephesians 1:17. 18
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes
of our heart that we might see
how great is the hope to which
we are called. Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
Invite everyone you can to the
wedding

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 33: 11
The rich suffer want and go
hungry, but those who seek the
Lord lack no blessing.

10 / 11 October 2020
St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

  Vol. 10 Issue 36

Gospel
Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders

of the people in parables: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants
to call those who had been invited, but they
would not come. Next he sent some more
servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he
said “that I have my banquet all prepared, my
oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered,
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But

they were not interested: one went off to his farm,
another to his business, and the rest seized his
servants, maltreated them and killed them. The
king was furious. He despatched his troops,
destroyed those murderers and burnt their town.
Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is
ready; but as those who were invited proved to be

unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can find
to the wedding.” So these servants went out on to the roads and collected
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall
was filled with guests. When the king came in to look at the guests he noticed
one man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and said to him, “How did
you get in here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the man was
silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw
him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For
many are called, but few are chosen.’
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

Wedding
In my circle of friends there are still a few who have yet to marry. It’s not as if they’re
uninterested, so the rest of us have been holding our breaths for the grand
announcements. Should these weddings be celebrated overseas, we’d even look for a
group discount on the flights – yes, we’re keen and even willing to travel! But
imagine what would happen if someone refused to attend despite being placed locally
and with plenty of free time. Would this not cause a rift in the friendship?

Similarly, the parable of the wedding of the king’s son could be understood primarily
in terms of relationship. The king’s affection towards his guests is clear, especially in
his repeated efforts to share the feast with close friends. Yet they refused, not once,
but twice, and some even murdered his messengers in order to demonstrate their
unwillingness. As his generosity was constantly met with vitriol, the king gave the
wretches what they deserved – to treat them like enemies. But this gracious king
never completely withdrew his generous heart. So instead he turned his gaze towards
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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complete strangers, sending out his servants to the crossroads to invite everyone,
both the good and the bad.

If there ever was such a thing as legitimate wedding crashing this would be it,
since, irrespective of their moral qualifications none of them actually deserved to
be at the celebration. So how were they to respond? While it was a free ticket, the
fact remained that the event was a royal wedding feast. Therefore, one’s response
should not correspond with the ease of entry but the importance of the occasion.
While they invested little to no effort to be invited, once the invitation came, they
should have shown gratitude by acknowledging the king’s generosity. And given
the immense privilege of being a royal wedding guest, the least they could do was
to have the appropriate attire.

The main reason for this open invitation was neither the mere filling of vacant
seats nor the prevention of food wastage. The king had just lost his close friends,
so he was looking to make new ones to replace the old. So his guests were there
for the king and his son, and not just to fill their bellies and get out, never to see
them again. This explains why the absence of a wedding garment was an issue, as
it reflected the lax and nonchalant attitude of the invitee. The king had every
reason to be baffled, as the man in question was physically present yet utterly idle.
Obviously he had no interest in engaging with the hosts or with their celebration,
thus without any reason for being there. Although he was eventually removed at
the order of the king, ultimately the man caused his own expulsion by failing to
properly respond. To put it dialogically, the king had asked him, ‘Would you like
to be my friend, and come to my son’s wedding reception?’ But the man replied,
‘I’ll come, but don’t expect me to be your friend.’

The parable describes how we, the undeserving guests, have been invited to the
wedding feast, where Christ and his Bride (the Church) shall celebrate an eternity
of marital bliss. Holy Mass is a foretaste of this, and we are called to be the ‘new
friends’, meaning our primary focus at Mass is to grow in our relationship with the
heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus. But the celebration requires the right wedding
garment – i.e. our Baptismal robe, the soul in a state of grace as it was at our
spiritual rebirth. Therefore, we ought to ask always: Is our robe good and clean
enough to wear at a royal wedding banquet, that is, the Holy Mass? To make sure
of its integrity and appropriateness, we can have it regularly laundered in
Confession. Dressed in the robe of purity, then, we may participate in the eternal
banquet and enjoy the divine feast of Christ’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist.

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

 World Mission Day - Sunday 18th of October
World Mission Day, or Mission Sunday, reminds Catholics about their

  commitment and support for the missionary work of the Church through
  prayer and sacrifice.
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Collections Update at the End of the
Month
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes- (parish costs):
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  04292002;
Account Name:  St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details:  BSB: 062 784;
Account Number:  04295001;
Account Name:  St Michael’s Church Account
Parish Envelope Collection Details:  BSB:  062 784;
Account Number:  04295003;
Account Name: St Michael’s Meadowbank Clearing
Account
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
1. Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via
credit cards.
2. Credit Card donations via Website - Click

to go to  donation box in the Website.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end
of the month.

PULPIT POINTS 11 OCT 2020
• Aussie money trail allegation
• “Nobel Prize” for Notre Dame academic
• Teen Saint in a tracksuit
• Mystery, murder and faith
• Movie review: The Girl on the Bridge
• French actor a real man of faith

SAFEGUARDING & CHILD PROTECTION
SALT TRAINING

If you are one of the following:

    - Acolytes     - Communion Ministers
   - Readers             - Ushers
   - Collectors   - Musicians / Choir
   - Welcomers            - Catechists & Helpers
   - AV Operators
   - Children’s Liturgy Coordinator & Helpers
   - Altar Society Members
   - All volunteers or are considering volunteering
  You are required to complete this Parish
  Compliance:
  • Obtain a Working with Children Check
  • Sign a Volunteers Form
  • Sign a Code of Conduct Form
  • Do an online Induction course on Safeguarding (SALT
  Training). To complete the online course, please ring
  the Parish Office at 9809 3536 or email us at

office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au or set up an
  online account with the Archdiocese.
 To set up an account yourself see: shorturl.at/jAH45

First Holy Communion
Enrolments for the sacrament of First Holy Communion
are now open and can be found by going to
tinyurl.com/y2nba82g. Any child who has completed
the sacrament of First Reconciliation is eligible to enrol.
Session 1 will start on Tuesday, 20 October at 7:00pm in
the parish hall. The cost of the program is $30 to cover
the cost of the materials. Please email
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
for more information.
                  Marisa Squadrito, Sacramental Coordinator

 Walk the Talk – an awe-inspiring day walk to view  and
   take-in some of Australia’s magnificent national landscapes.
   Explore and experience God in the great outdoors with ‘Walk the
   Talk’ for Men. An event for young men who are seeking an adven-
   ture and a deep exploration of their spiritual life. Surrounded by
   nature, the day includes Mass, a short talk, personal prayer and
   group discussions. This will be held on Saturday 24th October. For
   more details  and registration, please contact us on 9307 8424 or
   visit us at www.vocationcentre.org.au or Sydney Vocation Centre
   Facebook page.

mailto:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
mailto:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
mailto:sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week     (12 -18 October 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  6th November at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

 Time   Acolyte  Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

 5:30PM
 Vigil  Jim Lemcke

Colleen Maguire
Sr Elizabeth Delaney N/A

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley  Agnes Aldana
 Maureen Fairbairn N/A

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh Leony Hamor
Nely Gasataya N/A

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended until
                             further notice.
9:15am -Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

WEEKEND MASSES
The church can accommodate up to 100 people with
the government prescribed social distancing.
Registrations in the Parish Website are recommended
to attend the weekend masses. CONTACT THE
OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE OF INTERNET by
Friday. (Office is closed on Monday, Saturday &
Sunday). In case you have missed, you are welcome to
come early and register at the door. If there is a spot
available. For cancellations, please ring the Parish
Office by Friday.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

  Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 13th October 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for
John Mario Tommasello

Wednesday 14th October 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for

Kit Evesson, Rose & Michael de Souza
Thursday 15th October 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias
Friday 16th October 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Allan Noujaim
Saturday 17th October 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for A. Pankajam

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum
the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie
Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100 per week.
Please consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the
church doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

FACEMASKS. The NSW Government has
recommended parishioners wear face masks when
attending religious services as an additional safeguard to

help combat the spread of COVID-19.

Saints of the week
Wed 14 Saint Callistus, Pope, Martyr
Thu 15 Saint Teresa of Ávila, Virgin, Doctor
Fri 16 Saint Hedwig, Religious
           Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin
Sat 17 Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop, Martyr

THE PIETY STALL remains closed until
further notice due to the Coronavirus.

 Holy Father’s Appeal 2020
Our thanks go to all of you who opened your hearts and gave

  generously towards the Holy Father’s Appeal. The amount
  you have given is $661. Because you chose to give, you have
  given hope to those who are in most need of our generosity
  and compassion. If you missed appeal weekend, you can still
  give by phoning the Fundraising Office on 1800 753 959.

 COLLECTION  We will continue to have 1
  collection. The collection boxes will now be allocat-
  ed either to First Collection or Second Collection.
  Please put your donation to either the 1st Collection
  Box (Pink Tag) or 2nd Collection Box (Yellow Tag).
  Many thanks to your generosity.

TAX RECEIPTS F/Y 2020  If you have
forgotten to pick up your Tax receipts in July/August,
please ring the office at 9809 3536.


