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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 85: 1-3
Turn your ear, O Lord, and
answer me; save the servant
who trusts in you, my God.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for
I cry to you all the day long.

1st Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23
I place the key of the House of
David on my servant's shoulder

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 137(138):1-3,6,8

Lord, your love is
eternal; do not
forsake the work of
your hands.
2nd Reading:
Romans 11:33-36
All that exists comes from him;
all is by him and from him.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 16:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on
which I will build my Church;
the gates of hell will not hold
out against it. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 16:13-20
You are Peter and on this rock I
will build my Church

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 103: 13-15
The earth is replete with the
fruits of your work, O Lord;
you bring forth bread from the
earth and wine to cheer the
heart.

Gospel

Matthew 16:13-20

When Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi he put this question
to his disciples, ‘Who do people say
the Son of Man is?’ And they said,
‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he
said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then
Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the
Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living
God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of
Jonah, you are a happy man! Because
it was not flesh and blood that
revealed this to you but my Father
in heaven. So I now say to you: You
are Peter and on this rock I will build
my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever
you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you
loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the
disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Confession – our great weapon against the gates of hell
“You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the
gates of the underworld can never hold out against it.” It is easy to
misinterpret this as Jesus promising to shield his Church from the
onslaught of hell. However, upon close examination we find our Lord
is actually speaking about actively attacking the devil’s reign, rather than
merely defending against it. ‘The gates of the underworld will never hold
out’ means the Church isn’t passive in its combat against evil. In fact,
she is the aggressor who strikes down the gates of hell in order to
triumph over it. It is a far cry from hiding in fear, because according
to Jesus’ words, his Church shall engage in an all-out attack to conquer
and defeat satan.
During the early days of his pontificate Pope Francis said in his homily:
“With his death and Resurrection, Jesus has ransomed us from
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Monday closed
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)
Prescilla Luzon (Vigil Mass)

Felicity Donnelly (Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - John Brazier
2nd SUN 8am - Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 8am - Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10 am - Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10 am - Peter & Jenchris
3rd SUN 10am - David Foong
4th SUN 10am - Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
the power of the world, from the power of the devil, from the
power of the prince of this world... One must react to the devil as
did Jesus, who replied with the Word of God.” So rather than to
deny the existence of hell, we must acknowledge our enemy in order to
know what we are up against. According to the Holy Father, the Word
of God is out weapon against the works of the devil, for God’s Truth
alone has the power to destroy the lies of the evil one. And today the
words of the Lord are as follows: “I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall
be considered loosed in heaven.” This provides a foundation for
the Church’s sacrament of Penance.
Traditionally, religious art often portray the devil without knees to
denote his lack of humility – he does not bend his knees at the
presence of Jesus! In contrast, whenever we enter the Confessional
both our knees are bent as our soul seeks the Lord’s pardon and infinite
mercy. “Bless me Father for I have sinned,” we begin Confession in
this way by owning up to our sins, acknowledging that we are sinners
who have fallen yet again. Then we end it by firmly pledging, “I will
not sin again.” Answering to our act of humble repentance, God then
forgives our sins and strengthens our weakened soul with His grace. So
how could the underworld hold out, if by this reorientation to heaven
we effectively deny the devil and his deadly invitation?
St. Isidore proclaimed: “Confession heals, Confession justifies,
Confession grants pardon of sin, all hope consists in Confession;
in Confession there is a chance for mercy.” St. Augustine said:
“The Confession of evil works is the first beginning of good
works.” So may we exercise courage in humbly bending our knees at
the mercy of Christ, that through his Holy Cross, our regular acts of
penance may become weapons to destroy the gates of hell.

Silence in the church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation
and thanksgiving before and after Mass.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update F/N 16 Aug 2020

PULPIT POINTS 23 August 2020

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1,545
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes-(parish costs): $2,890
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfers are included at the end of the
month.

From St Michael's Primary School
Family Educator- Kirrily McDermott

NOTE: Those who haven’t done their Mandatory SALT Training
please contact the parish office

ASAP
SAFEGUARDING & CHILD PROTECTION

SALT TRAINING
(Mandatory)
If you are one of the following:
- Acolytes
- Communion Ministers
- Readers
- Ushers
- Collectors
- Musicians/ Choirs
- Welcomers
- Catechists & Helpers
- AV Operators
- Children’s Liturgy Coordinator & Helpers
- Altar Society Members
- All Volunteers or are considering volunteering
You are required to complete this Parish
Compliance. This includes:
• Obtain a Working with Children Check

• The big kiss – do I or don’t I?
• ‘This is a disaster’ – experts slam treatment of elderly in
pandemic
• ‘Completely unacceptable’ – MPs launch petition to enact
anti-slavery law
• Dear Aussies, no we’re not OK!
• Movie review: Father, Soldier, Son
• Too old, too young – and single: the missing Catholics

Playgroup Online- 10am- 10.45am on Thursdays
Due to covid19, Playgroup will now be run online via zoom.
Each session includes games, story-time, simple craft and
songs. There is a theme each week and it is especially
appropriate for children aged 3-5 and their carers. The Zoom
meeting ID each week is 947 3398 5440 and the password
is 527990. Please join in!
Recharge- 30 minutes for your mind, body and soul- 12.301pm on Friday
Join us for Recharge, a 30 minute online session that will
include 10 minutes for your body (gentle exercise), 10
minutes for your mind (inspiring talks) and 10 minutes for
your soul (prayer and meditation). The Zoom meeting ID is
952 0319 3036 and the password is 963453.
Resilience webinar for Parents and carers
Our school will host a free parent webinar on building
resilience in children. Please register for the event at
https://www.trybooking.com/book/evnt?eid=642929&

In the spirit of Mary MacKillop, we
invite you to “Take fresh
courage.” This year is the ten
year anniversary of Mary’s
canonisation. During the challenging
times we all face, please pray and
support Mary MacKillop Today, so
that we can continue to transform
lives through our vitals works and
carry on the legacy of Saint Mary
MacKillop of the Cross. For more information please
call 02 8912 2777 or visit marymackilloptoday.org.au

• Sign a Volunteers Form
• Sign a Code of Conduct Form
• Do an online Induction course on Safeguarding
(SALT Training). To complete the online course,
please ring the Parish office on 9809 3536 or email us
at office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au to set up an
online account with the Archdiocese.

Beirut Disaster Appeal

Marriage Education Goes Virtual: CatholicCare has quickly
adapted to social distancing laws, providing marriage
education virtually from mid-March. If you are engaged and
are planning on getting married soon, CatholicCare is still able
to provide you with your marriage education course during
this time. We expect demand to surge when social
distancing rules are relaxed further, so don’t miss out. Book
now! Call 13 18 19.

questions they may have around COVID-19 and its
impact on sacraments such as weddings, baptisms
and funerals, you may find the FAQs page on the
Archdiocese of Sydney website helpful at this time
by clicking –
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/

We have collected the amount of $1,495.50 for
Beirut Disaster Appeal. Many thanks for your
generosity. This will be forwarded to Maronite on
Mission Appeal – Beirut. God Bless you all!

Frequently Asked Questions on
COVID-19 To help parishioners with any
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Roster: 29 / 30 August 2020
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Faby Lobo
Colleen Maguire

N/A

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Gemma Evesson
Jo-anne Peters
Francis Fenuko
Sean V Wyk

Liturgy for this week

N/A
N/A

(24 - 30 Aug 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 4th Sept at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Mass Services this week:
Weekday Masses:
No need to register in website
9:15am Monday - Communion Service - Suspended
until further notice.
9.15am -Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

THE PIETY STALL

remains closed until further

notice due to Coronavirus

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

WEEKEND MASSES
The church can accommodate up to 100 people
with the government prescribed social distancing.
Registrations in the Parish Website are
recommended to attend the weekend Masses.
CONTACT THE OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE
OF INTERNET by Friday. (Office is closed on
Monday, Saturday & Sunday). In case you have
missed, you are welcome to come early and
register at the door. If there is a spot available.
For cancellations, please ring the Parish Office
by Friday.

Please note that for the time being the
projector will not be used at weekend
Masses as it has been communicated that
displaying words to hymns may be
misinterpreted as proactively encouraging
congregational singing during the pandemic.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 25th August 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Eileen Scott
Wednesday 26th August 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for
Lorenzo & Rosalina Masilungan
Thursday 27th August 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Alia Moussa
Friday 28th August 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias
Saturday 29th August 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Patricia Hall

Saints of the week
Mon 24 St Bartholomeuw, Apostle Feast
Tue 25 St Louis / St Joseph of Calasanz, Priest
Thu 27 Saint Monica
Fri 28 Saint Augustine, Bishop, Doctor
Sat 29 The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist

FACEMASKS. The NSW
Government has recommended
parishioners wear face masks when
attending religious services as an
additional safeguard to help
combat the spread of COVID-19.

