
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 67: 6-7, 36
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell
in his house; he himself gives
might and strength to his
people.

1st Reading:
1 Kings 3:5,7-12
Solomon chooses the gift of
wisdom

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 118(119):57,72,76-77,127-
130

Lord, I love your
commands

2nd Reading:
Romans 8:28-30
Those he called, he justified

Gospel Acclamation:
cf Matthew 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth; you have
revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Gospel:  Matthew 13:44-52
He sells everything he owns and
buys the field

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 102: 2
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.
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Gospel
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field which someone
has found; he hides it again, goes
off happy, sells everything he
owns and buys the field.
    ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a merchant looking for fine
pearls; when he finds one of great
value he goes and sells everything
he owns and buys it.
    ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a dragnet cast into the sea
that brings in a haul of all kinds.

When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no
use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing
furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.
    ‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to
them, ‘Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom
things both new and old.’
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    Matthew 13:44-52
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2

Reflection by Fr Epeli Qimaqima

Near the Pool of Bethesda
A Reflection for the Feast of St Joachim and St Anne

26th July 2020

Next to the precinct of the Pools of Bethsaida in Jerusalem
stands a medieval church dedicated to St Anne. Tradition has it
that this was the site of a house where the family of the Blessed

Virgin Mary used to live. In other words this was the site where St Joachim
and St Anne used to live. In the crypt beneath the basilica are the remains of
a house believed to be the birthplace of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In here is a
chapel dedicated to Our Lady honouring her birth.

When you visit the chapel, one is immediately stuck by its modesty, simplic-
ity and grace. When you pause to pray there, we are immediately drawn to
meditate on the delightful child Our Lady must have been to her parents.
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

It was a miracle that the ancient church built on the site was not destroyed
during the Ottoman occupation of Jerusalem. After it was sold to the
French government, it was restored to be as close to its original design. In
the compound of the sacred place are the pools of Bethesda where Our Lord
healed a lame man (John 5:1-9).

Today I want to dedicate some thoughts of gratitude on the importance of
family life and especially of the gift of our grandparents and senior parish-
ioners.

Christian marriage and family life is the home where human love and
respect find its rightful balance and orientation. Our Catholic faith upholds
marriage as a treasure of great prize hidden in the humus of our humanity.
This natural bond that ‘cups’ the love of God and sanctifies it as a pathway
of holiness is thus a Sacrament. For children the home is their heaven on
earth – the field upon which they find treasures of divine grace in the
hearts of their mothers and fathers. In this hidden treasure of the first
school of Christian living, are the silent and gentle presences of our
grandparents who spoil us to death with their affection and love. The smiles
and laughter leave wrinkles on their faces – making them accessible for us
to trace how much we are loved.

On days like today, we acknowledge the sacrifice and love and commit-
ment of our grandparents and senior parishioners. They accompany us from
a distance without ever isolating us from their affection and prayers. Their
love for their grandchildren become like wax that give light to their daily
prayers. Their resilience forged from difficult times lived through becomes
for us ‘flying buttresses’ that carries us forward through the trials we face
in our own lives.

In our common story, today’s Gospel can help us appreciate and value the
witness grandparents and senior parishioners bring to the life and mission
of the Church – the dragnet cast into the deep. The love of grandparents and
our senior parishioners are like that dragnet that Christ draws in a multitude
of a catch. Our grandparents and senior parishioners too have a place in the
Church. They too have a mission. And now in the twilight of their years,
they continue to live their faith in the solitude of ageing gracefully, whether
in good health or sickness. They are still ‘trailblazers’ of a better tomorrow.

To our grandparents and senior parishioners, a blessed feast day of St
Joachim and St Anne to you all!

God bless,
Fr Epeli

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:meynardo@laposte.net


Vol 10 Issue 25 25 / 26 July 2020

PULPIT POINTS 26 JULY 2020
•         COVID-19 closes Maronite co-cathedral
•         Exclusive interview with former Governor
          General Sir Peter Cosgrove

NOTE: Those who haven’t done
their Mandatory SALT Training
please contact the parish office

ASAP
SAFEGUARDING & CHILD

PROTECTION – SALT TRAINING
(Mandatory Training)

If you are a Minister, which includes Acolytes, Readers
Communion Ministers, Wardens, Welcomers, Musicians,
AV Operators, Catechist, Children’s Mass or a Volunteer or
are considering volunteering you are required to complete
this Parish Compliance. This includes
• Obtain a Working with Children Check - this now
includes Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Wardens and
anyone who volunteers
• Sign a Volunteers Form
• Sign a Code of Conduct Form
• Do an online Induction course on Safeguarding course
(SALT Training)  or attend an Induction course at the
Parish.
Completing a Safeguarding course (Salt Training) online –
please email office@stmichaelsatmeadowbank.org.au to set
up an online account with the Archdiocese.
To set up an account yourself see: shorturl.at/jAH45

FY2020/2021 Weekly Envelopes -
Planned Giving Envelopes
Weekly Envelopes from July 2020 are now available
for collection at Hughes Street entrance. Please take
note that there are no Weekly Envelopes for collection
for those who send their contribution through Direct
Bank Transfers and Standing Monthly Credit Card
payments. Many thanks for your generosity in
supporting our Parish. May God continue to bless you
and remain with you always.

Parent Line: Many families are in the midst of or
are facing serious challenges in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic and need extra support but don’t
know where to start.  Parent Line can help parents by
providing support and strategies to manage. Call us
7 days a week on 1300 1300 52.

Evening & Morning Tea for Fr Epeli
Fr Epeli is leaving us in early August. In this respect
we will have an Evening tea after Vigil Mass on
Saturday 1st August and Morning tea after 10am Mass
on Sunday 2nd August. Due to safety reasons, we will
serve coffee, tea and biscuits in packets.

Tax Receipts for FY 2020 are now
available for collection at Hughes Street entrance.
Thank you for your continued generosity and goodwill.
May God’s blessings be with you always.
                             Fr Emmanuel Seo

Collections Update 19 July  2020
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):      $530
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes-(parish costs):  $973

DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer
for Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each
person can easily setup via their own online banking to give
to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784;
Account Number: 04295003;  Account Name: St Michael’s
Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit
cards
NOTE: Direct Bank Transfer will be notified at the end
of the month.

Catholic Weekly available again in
 Parishes With all churches reopened for Mass across
  the Archdiocese of Sydney, the hard copy edition of the
  Catholic Weekly is available again in parishes for $2.00.
  Collect your Catholic Weekly as you leave Mass today
  and support our Archdiocesan newspaper.

LOST & FOUND  A girl’s watch was found in the
    church. If you think it is yours, please contact the Parish
    office at 9809 3536, Tuesday-Friday at 9am-5pm.

  Can you picture yourself being a
  foster carer? Family Spirit are seeking safe and
   stable homes for children for up to 6 months or longer.
   To learn more about becoming a carer we are offering
   individual online information sessions at a time that suits
   you. To book a one on one appointment call Ccareline at
   13 18 19 8am–6pm, Monday – Friday or email us
   at connect@familyspirit.org

CatholicCare supporting seniors CatholicCare
  Home Care services for seniors can help parishioners navigate
  the complicated My Aged Care system and provide services for
  seniors so they can live life to the full.  Call our friendly team on
 131819 and we can arrange for one of our Home Care Specialist
  to talk you through the process.



Roster: 1 / 2 August 2020

The Parish Bulletin St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Prayer to St Michael
the Archangel.
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend
us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God

rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince
of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into
hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week        (27 July -2 Aug 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion:  7th August at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke

Family Mass
Youth Readers N/A

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Jo-anne Peters
Gemma Evesson N/A

10:00AM John Fillion Maureen Richardson
Jonathan Ling N/A

Weekday Services this week:
No need to register in website
9.15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank 
Please follow us online

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers We
have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers
cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

WEEKEND MASSES
The church can accommodate up to 100 people
with the government prescribed social distancing.
Registrations in the Parish Website are
recommended to attend the weekend Masses.
CONTACT THE OFFICE IN THE ABSENCE
OF INTERNET BY FRIDAY (OFFICE IS
CLOSE ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY). In case
you have missed, you are welcome to come early
and register at the door, if there is a spot available.
FOR CANCELLATIONS PLEASE RING
THE OFFICE BY FRIDAY.

THE PIETY STALL WILL BE
CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 28th July 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Rosita Prado
Wednesday 29th July 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Paula Dy Chan
Thursday 30th July 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Felix Dizon
Friday 31st July 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Jose Vallejo
Saturday 1st August 9:15am

Thanksgiving for Good Health of Tan Family

Saints of the week
Wed 29 Saint Martha
Thu 30 Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop, Doctor
Fri 31 Saint Ignatius Loyola, Priest
Sat 1 Saint Alphonsus Mary de' Liguori, Bishop,
Doctor

LIVESTREAM MASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT
ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL website
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ at 1:10pm (Mon-Fri), 9am
(Sat) & 10:30am (Sun).
St Patrick’s Churchill website www.stpatschurchhill.org
and Youtube Channel.

Wedding
 of

Adam Baker  & Kathy Dowdell
on

1st August 2020, Saturday
at

2:00pm
at

  St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank


