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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 46: 2
All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

1st Reading:.
2 Kings 4:8-11,13-16
This is a holy man of God; let him
rest here

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 88(89):2-3,16-19

For ever I will sing
the goodness of the
Lord.
2nd Reading:
Romans 6:3-4,8-11
When we were baptised we went
into the tomb with Christ, so that
we too might live a new life

Gospel Acclamation:
1 Peter 2:9
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy people.
Praise God who call you out of
darkness and into his
marvellous light. Alleluia.

Gospel:

Matthew 10:37-42
Anyone who loses his life for my
sake will find it

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 102: 1
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy
name.

Gospel

Matthew 10:37-42

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows:
‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to
me is not worthy of me. Anyone who
prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy
of me. Anyone who does not take his cross
and follow in my footsteps is not worthy
of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose
it; anyone who loses his life for my sake
will find it.
‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes
me; and those who welcome me welcome
the one who sent me.
‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet will
have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who
welcomes a holy man will have a holy
man’s reward.
‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones
because he is a disciple, then I tell you
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’

Reflection by Fr Epeli Qimaqima
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading – 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16A; Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;
2nd Reading – Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; Gospel – Matthew 10:37-42
For catholics the number 13 is associated with the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is probably
because of the Apparitions of Our Lady in Fatima. However, it is only when we look at the
Biblical significance of this number that we can begin to appreciate why this is so. What is so
significant about the numeral 13?
Today’s readings for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time are particularly complex especially the
words of Our Lord in the Gospel. On one end we have the story of a very hospitable couple.
One the other end Our Lord appears to be harsh in his words. And then sandwiched between
the 1st reading and the Gospel are the Pauline teachings about Baptism, sin, death, eternal life
and a psalm that exhorts us to sing of God’s goodness. How can we make sense of what looks
like ‘opposing texts from Sacred Scripture? Let us trod along a dusty ancient path to arrive at
where these texts lead us.
The number 13 is a significant number in Hebrew numerology for a number of reasons. For
example, in Exodus 34:6-7 and Micah 7:18-20 are listed the 13 Attributes of Divine Mercy.
There are 13 Rules for interpreting the Torah (the 1st 5 Books of the Old Testament). In the
Hebrew alphabet, the 13th alphabet is called Mem{} which symbolises water, chaos, immersion, womb and blood. Interestingly the word thirteen in Hebrew is shlosh esre {faminine} or
shlosha asar {masculine} which associates the Hebrew number 13 with covenant, love, unity
and eternity. The Hebrew word for love (ahavah) and oneness (echad) share the numerical
value of 13. Therefore the numbers 13 is closely associated with love and unity. However, on
the negative side, there are connections to the opposite of love too, which is not hate,
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Music Ministry
Coordinators - 5:30pm Saturday Masses:
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Mass)
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1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Marianne Goodyer
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
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3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
but apathy, indifference, and fear. In addition to this we all learnt in Maths that 6+7=13. For our
Jewish brothers and sisters this simple arithmetic is a profound pathway to a biblical truth. While the
number 6 expresses that Man is the image of God and/or sacrificial love, 7 is the divine number that
expresses divine rest, completeness and reverence. The significance is that these two both produce
love and unity (13). The negative side of the number 6 is to follow the image of the beast, our own
will, our selfish appetites, sin etc. When we add this to 7 it produces, rebellion, destruction, apathy
where everything is based on fear rather than being grounded in perfect love.*
From the brief exposition above, we can say that it is not a coincidence that today’s reading fall on
the “13th” Sunday of Ordinary Time in this year’s cycle of readings. In a nutshell, the readings speak
of hospitality, baptism and living for God and the right order of doing so as our Lord reminds in
today’s Gospel.
Hospitality comes easily for others and not so for some. We may have taken it for granted that in
ancient cultures it was an honourable gesture to welcome strangers or travellers. For example in Fiji,
even in the dark days of tribal wars and cannibalism, a traveller can be protected in any village if they
follow the custom of presenting yaqona (kava) or a tabua (whale’s tooth) to the chief. That person
and his cohort will be personally cared for by the chief’s household or his delegate. In this preChristian world, this was honourable and represented a chief’s soul and his people’s. Showing
welcome to strangers or travellers was a common thing in many cultures and each had its own norms
and ritual about it. While this was probably honourable, this kind of hospitality is often focused
entirely on the host not the guest.
“Think of yourselves as dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus” St Paul says in today’s second
reading. Living for God is to love. Notice that in the first reading, the nameless Shunem woman only
convinced her husband to build an extra room for Elisha after she noticed his sanctity and grace. Now
being a man of God, Elisha responded to their generosity accordingly.
True Christian charity shown in hospitality and kindness can never be measured according to status,
class, ethnicity or skin colour. Because of Baptism we Christians carry within us the marks of
Christ’s passion and death. We also carry within us the light of his resurrection. Whether it is an extra
room, or a cup of water that is shared, the hospitality we show is never about ourselves or how we
want others to think of us. It is because of Jesus Christ. It is his story that is told in our humble gesture
of welcome.
Sacrificial love is the kind of love that puts others first. Living for God is to love God first and
ourselves second. To prefer the self to Jesus Christ is to serve our own desires and wants. This can
only distort our Christian dignity and fester in us a heart that is lukewarm, indifferent and always
calculating. This unfortunately often produces a bottomless fear- the fear of ‘wanting to be recognised by others all the time.’ Our actions suddenly become a show and the Cross is cast aside and the
charade takes over. Without God we are incomplete. With him, we are truly who we are, complete,
whole and unified.
Brothers and Sisters, today’s readings exhort us to remember always our true dignity in Christ and
for whom and in whom we move, live and have our being. The love of God in our hearts is always
accessible to others through our acts of kindness, fellowship and through the hospitality we share.
When we put God first in our lives the aroma of such goodness will be recognisable in the meal
shared at table, the sound of children giggling and wine glasses clinking.
It is always fun and exciting to extend the friendship and hospitality of God to others. Let Mozart’s
Symphony No. 13 in F Major signal the delight of friendly company, food and laughter as we
continue on our journey towards heaven our eternal home.
Fr Epeli

*(Sourced from: https://graceintorah.net/2015/09/27/hebrew-numbers-11-30/)

First Friday Mass on 3rd July at 7:00pm.
Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 21 June 2020
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$305
2nd Collection -loose & envelopes-(parish costs): $840
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

NOTE: Those who haven’t done
their Mandatory SALT Training
please contact the parish office
ASAP
SAFEGUARDING & CHILD
PROTECTION – SALT TRAINING
(Mandatory Training)
If you are a Minister, which includes Acolytes, Readers
Communion Ministers, Wardens, Welcomers, Musicians,
AV Operators, Catechist, Children’s Mass or a Volunteer
or are considering volunteering you are required to
complete this Parish Compliance. This includes
• Obtain a Working with Children Check - this now
includes Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Wardens and
anyone who volunteers
• Sign a Volunteers Form
• Sign a Code of Conduct Form
• Do an online Induction course on Safeguarding course
(SALT Training) or attend an Induction course at the
Parish.
Completing a Safeguarding course (Salt Training) online –
please email office@stmichaelsatmeadowbank.org.au to
set up an online account with the Archdiocese.
To set up an account yourself see: shorturl.at/jAH45

LIVESTREAM MASSES
ARE AVAILABLE AT ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL website

https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ at 1:10pm (MonFri), 9am (Sat) & 10:30am (Sun) and
St Patrick’s Churchill website www.stpatschurchhill.org
and Youtube Channel.

LOST & FOUND
A girls watch was found in the church. If you think
it is yours, please contact the Parish Office on
9809 3536, Tuesday-Friday at 9am- 5pm.

27 / 28 June 2020

FY2020/2021 Weekly Envelopes Planned Giving Envelopes
Weekly Envelopes from July 2020 are now available
for collection at the back of the church.
Please take note that there are no Weekly Envelopes for
collection for those who send their contribution through
Direct Bank Transfers and Standing Monthly Credit
Card payments. Many thanks for your generosity in
supporting our Parish. May God continue to bless you
and remain with you always.

BOOK WEEKEND MASSES AT ST
MICHAEL’S WEBSITE
https://www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au/

From 1st July we can accommodate 170
parishioners in every Masses (5:30pm, 8am &
10am) providing there is a four square metre
space around each person, with the exception of
people from the same household.
The church must keep written records with
names and contact details of everyone who
comes into the church at any time and these
records must be kept for at least 4 weeks.
If you have flu like symptoms,
please stay home…

Jesuit Refugee Service Appeal
During COVID-19 many refugees and people
seeking asylum living in Sydney need help to
prevent them from becoming homeless or destitute. For many of these men women and children the Jesuit Refugee Service is their only
safety net.
To donate to the Jesuit Refugee Service Emergency Cash Appeal please call (02) 9356 3888
or email jrsreception@jrs.org.au.
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Roster: 4 / 5 July 2020
Time

Acolyte

5:30PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

10:00AM

John Fillion

Readers
Family Mass
Maureen Fairbairn
Agnes Aldana
Sean V Wyk
Martin Githambo

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
N/a
N/a
N/a

(29 June - 5 July 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 3rd July at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(With Reconciliation and Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
No need to register in website

Weekend Masses:
MUST REGISTER IN WEBSITE
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers We
have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers
cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for July

Gemma Martin, Reny Ng, Constance Leung, Leah del
Rosario & Mirian Ramos
LINEN: Prescilla Luzon
VACUUM: Joanne Peters

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You
will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided all teaching materials to make you a successful
catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Saints of the week
Mon 29 SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
Solemnity
Tue 30 The First Martyrs of the See of Rome
Fri 3 SAINT THOMAS, APOSTLE Feast
Sat 4 Saint Elizabeth of Portugal

THE PIETY STALL

WILL BE CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO
CORONAVIRUS

FY 2020 WEEKLY ENVELOPES
Please take note that the Financial Year end cut
off date for receiving your contributions for
weekly envelopes- (Planned Giving) is Tuesday
30 June 2020.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 30th June 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Arch Hagley &
Patrick Hagley
Wednesday 1st July 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Julio Cesar de Souza Ramos
Thursday 2nd July 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Clebio Daniel Oliveira
Friday 3rd July 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Clebio Daniel Oliveira
Saturday 4th July 9:15am
Thanksgiving for Good Health of Tan Family

Petition by Catholics to ask that No
One Is Left Behind. As the COVID-19 pandemic
tightens its grip, people seeking protection and
migrants in vulnerable situations have been left
with no safety net. Please join us by signing and
sharing the Catholic petition to leave no one
behind during the COVID-19 Pandemic:
https://www.change.org/nooneleftbehind

CatholicCare Marriage Preparations
Marriage Education Goes Virtual: CatholicCare
has quickly adapted to social distancing laws,
providing marriage education virtually from mid
March. If you are engaged and are planning on
getting married soon, CatholicCare is still able to
provide you with your marriage education course
during this time. We expect demand to surge
when social distancing rules are relaxed further, so
don’t miss out. Book now! Call 13 18 19.

