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The Baptism of the Lord Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Mt 3: 16-17
After the Lord was baptized,
the heavens were opened, and
the Spirit descended upon him
like a dove, and the voice of the
Father thundered: This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
be baptised by John. John tried to
dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism
from you’ he said ‘and yet you come to
me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like
this for the time being; it is fitting that
we should, in this way, do all that
righteousness demands.’ At this, John
gave in to him.
As soon as Jesus was baptised he
came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down
on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on him.’

1st Reading:.
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7
Here is my servant, in whom my
soul delights

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 28(29):1-4,9-10

The Lord will bless his
people with peace.

2nd Reading: Acts 10:34-38
God had anointed Jesus with the
Holy Spirit

Gospel Acclamation:
cf Mark 9:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and
the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear
him. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 3:13-17
'This is my Son, the Beloved'

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 1: 32, 34
Behold the One of whom John
said: I have seen and testified
that this is the Son of God.

Matthew 3:13-17

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
48 minutes. That is the length of one basketball game. What about the volume of
analyses and commentaries generated from those 48 minutes? Inestimable! There
used to be a time when experts were scarce and their insights were comparatively
well thought-out. Not that I’m advocating the myth of a faultless bygone era –
such perfection doesn’t exist this side of the Fall. Nevertheless, over recent years
there has been an exponential increase in so-called ‘specialists’. Alas, at first I
indiscriminately followed their opinions, especially since they were now privy to
an unprecedented wealth of analytical data. Indeed, for that reason these
commentators were being marketed as the true experts, who were informed by
science and statistics. But after a while, it dawned on me that there were too many
of them, and often, rather than discussing the actual game they were feeding off
each other’s opinions. Regrettably, their reporting mutilated into a machine
which generates for the sake of generating, without producing much meaningful
content. Alarmingly, this issue isn’t confined to the world of sports since it
belongs to the greater body of the media. It is a tiny reflection of the bigger
problem in journalism, which only exacerbates as the subject matter becomes
more serious.
So what has caused such a noticeable deterioration in the quality and integrity of
journalism? Perhaps the media’s enduring monopoly on news reporting means
for too long their own accountability was left unchallenged. Also, we must take
into consideration the rise of social media, an explosion of informants and
information vying for credibility, hits, and most importantly, ‘likes’. Think of a
100m sprint suddenly being blown up to a thousand lanes. With history and
capital on their side, the big-name players (i.e. the mainstream media) still
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
remain as the best conditioned athletes and are thus the favourites to win.
Nevertheless, with the gap narrowing and the threat of mysterious underdogs
emerging out of nowhere, winning a medal is no longer a safe bet. Hence, it
appears their new strategy is to imitate certain behaviours of social media on
a grander scale. The aim is to spark a prompt and sizeable reaction, and it is
often done by creating a narrative that sells. For instance, take a look at some
recent happenings – the fires in Australia, tension between the U.S. and Iran,
the Ukrainian passenger plane crash, etc. Depending on your news outlet of
choice, you could be reading vastly dissimilar reports and opinions about the
exact same incident. Whether it be the mainstream, the independent, or the
social media, too many are willing to manipulate facts to fit into their
ready-made, agenda-driven narrative. So no matter how inane, this machine
relentlessly churns out commentary after commentary, hoping the public
would eventually prefer their narrative to the truth, or in sporting terms, their
biased opinions to the actual game.
Unfortunately, we find ourselves being caught in this war of narratives,
where truth is not as important as gossip, and profitable sentiments are
prioritised over unpopular facts. Many eagerly shout fallacies for attention,
only to apologise later in a whisper – it is the more lucrative model. Narrative
begets narrative until it becomes someone’s false belief, and the cycle
continues.
Therefore, we must stay awake and remain steadfast in the Lord. Christ did
not send us to wage a war of narratives with PR and propaganda. Instead our
real mission is to combat sin by proclaiming the Gospel, the eternal and
unchanging Word of God. Standing before Pilate, Jesus said to him, “For this
I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the
truth. Every one who is of the truth hears my voice” (Jn 18:37). Yet Pilate
retorted, “What is truth?” Little did he realise that Truth was in his presence
and speaking to him as a man. So instead, Pilate succumbed to the mainstream narrative that Jesus was a criminal deserving of death. In the end, their
false narrative nailed God to the Cross. On the contrary, the truth of Jesus
Christ transcended their lies and opened for us the door to eternal life.

Silence in the church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation
and thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer. Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank or offer words of encouragement.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 5 January 2020

PULPIT POINTS 12 JANUARY 2020

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$ 1045
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$ 1753
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

• Faith shines brighter amidst disaster
• Monica Doumit: Double standards & hypocrisy
• Women religious carry crosses with trafficking victims
• Charting the martini curve
• Movie review: Little Women
• Get ready for Thérèse

Many thanks

for the generosity of people who
contribute to the parish via direct transfer to the parish bank
account. Please contact the office if you wish a 30% tax
deduction for your contribution.

Visit Of The Relics Of St Therese Of
Lisieux and Her Parents

The National Pilgrimage of the Relics of Saints Thérèse,
and her parents, Louis and Zélie, will visit the Archdiocese
of Sydney in February and March.
The schedule for our deanery is as follows:
Tues 17 March 2020
● St Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
582 Victoria Rd, Ryde
Arrival: 8:00 am, Departure: 3:00 pm
● St Kevin’s Catholic Church
36 Hillview Rd, Eastwood
Arrival: 4:00 pm
All-night Vigil
Departure: 5:00 am next day
Please refer to the schedule for other churches in the bulletin
board - or go to: shorturl.at/fnFN9

Youth Leaders Evangelisation School 2020 From
25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week long live-in
experience for youth leaders and young adults between 18
and 35 years old. The school will allow leaders to explore
their call to discipleship through community life, daily
prayer and through building a culture of responsibility for
themselves and others in their daily lives. For more
information, contact Elizabeth Pasion on (02) 9307 8152
or elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Hymns
I heard the voice of Jesus say
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto Me, and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad;
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
The living water: thirsty one,
Stoop down, and drink, and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s Light;
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In Him my Star, my Sun;
And in that Light of life I’ll walk
Till trav’lling days are done.
O breathe on me, O Breath of God
O breathe on me, O Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.
O breathe on me, O Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure;
Until with Thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.
O breathe on me, O Breath of God,
Till I am wholly Thine,
Till all this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.
O breath on me, O Breath of God,
So I shall never die.
But live with Thee the perfect life,
Of Thine eternity.
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Roster: 18 / 19 January 2020
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

1 Liz Paricka
2 Joseph JK
4 Henaa Jawher
4 Pam Keenan
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Gemma Martin
Joseph D'Mello
Marie Bennett
1 Celeste Villarente
2 Connie Buttigieg
3 Danima Grace
4 Darryle Fernandes
5 Devonna Gonsalves
6 Felicity Donnelly

Faby Lobo
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Joan D'souza
Leony Hamor

Liturgy for this week

(13 - 19 Jan 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard
against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do
thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the
evil spirits who wander through the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 14th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Arnaldo Celis
Wednesday 15th January 9:15am
Anniversary of Andrna Brajcic & Cmiwko Illic
Thursday 16th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Roy Dias
Friday 17th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Faust De Sousa
Saturday 18th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Sagar Deb

Devotions:

Saints of the Week

Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:00am every Friday and Saturday with Reconciliation
and Benediction.
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet:Wednesdays after 10am Mass

Mon 13 Saint Hilary, Bishop, Doctor
Fri 17 Saint Antony, Abbot

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more
help. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can
be made through the Parish Office.

First Friday Mass
will resume on Friday 6th March. (7pm)

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You
will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided all teaching materials to make you a successful
catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Collection at all Masses next weekend
(Australia Day)
for the St Vincent De Paul bushfire appeal
Friends, the sad tragedy of the bushfires has impacted
upon our Catholic community across the Archdiocese of
Sydney in a very real way. A brave Rural Fire Service
volunteer Andrew O’Dwyer was farewelled at a Requiem
Mass at Our Lady of Victories Parish in Horsley Park this
week. The parish is providing ongoing support to his
widow Melissa and 19 month old daughter Charlotte and
our prayers are with them. Amidst the devastation of the
fires, it has been encouraging to witness the support of so
many ordinary Australians, including so many men and
women of faith. While much of the response must be at a
local parish and diocesan level, such a great crisis also
requires a national response. Alongside my brother
bishops across the country, I encourage you to donate to a
special parish collection at Masses over the Australia Day
weekend (25 and 26 January) through the St Vincent De
Paul Society. Through this bushfire appeal, you can
make a tangible difference in the lives of those affected,
whether that be to cover basic clothing or the food bill for
a family evacuated from their home. The support may
also come through psychological counselling services for
families left traumatised by the disaster or financial
counselling as they struggle to pay unexpected bills.
Together we can offer real comfort and long term support
to families left struggling after the bushfires.
+ Anthony Fisher OP

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and ministries
from your previous parish with our community. Please
complete a parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish planned giving.

