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The Epiphany of the Lord Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Mal 3: 1; 1 Chr 29: 12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty
One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and
power and dominion.

After Jesus had been born at
Bethlehem in Judaea during the
reign of King Herod, some wise
men came to Jerusalem from the
east. ‘Where is the infant king of the
Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star
as it rose and have come to do him
homage.’ When King Herod heard
this he was perturbed, and so was
the whole of Jerusalem. He called
together all the chief priests and the
scribes of the people, and enquired
of them where the Christ was to be
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’
they told him ‘for this is what the
prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of
Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people
Israel.’ Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent
them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said
‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and
do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set
out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it
went forward, and halted over the place where the child was. The sight
of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold
and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way.

1st Reading:. Isaiah 60:1-6
Above you the glory of the Lord
appears

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13

Lord, every nation on
earth will adore you.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
It has now been revealed that
pagans share the same inheritance

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the
East; and have come to adore
the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 2:1-12
The visit of the Magi

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Mt 2: 2
We have seen his star in the
East, and have come with gifts
to adore the Lord.

Matthew 2:1-12

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
This week we celebrate the solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. The word
‘epiphany’ comes from the Greek, ‘to reveal’, which thus expresses how the truth of
God’s Incarnation was revealed by the rising of a great star. The three wise men saw
this sign and recognised the fulfilment of the ancient prophecy concerning the Infant
King. However, this Good News was not universally welcomed as Herod
immediately plotted to murder the child by deceiving the Magi. Isn’t it interesting
how the same sign and the same prophecy was received so differently? Clearly, Jesus
was the Saviour for both the wise (i.e. the Magi) and the unwise (i.e. Herod). Yet
their contrasting reactions showed how the unwise would see Christ’s Presence as a
threat to their worldly power.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
Like Herod, the three wise men were also kings in their own right. This brings
the total number of kings in the Gospel to five. There were the four earthly kings,
of whom three were wise: Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar, and one unwise king
in Herod. Then there was the heavenly, eternal King, Jesus Christ. At the sight
of this divine sovereign three wise kings fell to their knees and paid him homage.
But the one unwise king stood with unbending pride, insistent that his own reign
must be the greatest. Truth humbled the Magi as they knelt down, but the same
truth fuelled Herod’s pride as he refused to submit. So in order to perpetuate his
lie, Herod even resorted to the abhorrent crime of killing innocent children. Alas,
no one can deny the truth forever. For eventually this unrelenting liar couldn’t
escape the truth of his own mortality and its terminating effect on his transient
rule.

It’s easy to point the finger at an obvious villain like Herod. But since we the
Christian disciples are called to take the more difficult, narrow road instead,
perhaps it would be wiser to examine our own consciences with respect to God’s
truth. When illumined by the Lord’s teaching, are we likely to kneel down and
pay homage, or would we instead belittle and dismiss its divine authority?
Unsurprisingly, we are just as capable of being morally corrupt as those who are
powerful. For at the heart of Herod’s crime was the same sin of pride which is
found in all of us. The biggest difference is, most of us simply don’t have a
tyrant’s authority to cause a major catastrophe. Nevertheless, even as our
personal sin may not affect so many, at its core is the same grave sin of rejecting
God’s truth and love.

Today’s Gospel demonstrates how pride leads to ruin but humility brings
wisdom. The Christ-child was so small and humble that the only way to see him
at close was to kneel. So when they reached the place of the star, the three kings
immediately knelt and paid homage to the Incarnate Truth, our Lord Jesus
Christ. By following their humble example we too can be wise, not in the
world’s eyes, but in the eyes of our God.

Silence in the church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation
and thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer. Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank. A word of encouragement may also be

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 25, 29 December
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$ 2438, 1175
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$ 1931, 1827
Christmas Envelopes
$ 2105, 221
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for Sunday
offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can easily setup
via their own online banking to give to the parish on a weekly,
fortnightly or monthly basis.

Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

Many thanks for the generosity of people who contribute to
the parish via direct transfer to the parish bank account. Please contact
the office on 98093536 if you wish a 30% tax deduction for your
contribution.

GERMAN CATHEDRALS AND
OBERAMMERGAU PILGRIMAGE
2020. Fr Chris Dixon, from the Diocese of
Parramatta, is leading a pilgrimage focussing on “German
Cathedral Pilgrimage and the Passion Play at
Oberammergau”, for 13 days leaving 25th August 2020
and returning 6th September 2020.
For more information and further details, contact Fr Chris
at annangrove@hotmail.com .

Catholic Charismatic Renewal 2020
Retreat 18-19 January at 9am to 4:30pm
St Agatha’s Catholic Primary School Hall
Entry and parking at 7 Trebor Road, Pennant Hills
Cost: $50. International speaker Michelle Moran
All meals provided.
Eucharist Celebrant Fr Hugh Thomas CSsR
Registrations close Friday January 11 2020. Please see
form attached. Phone 9810 2499 or email
email@ccrnsw.org.au

Youth Leaders Evangelisation School
2020 From 25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week
long live-in experience for youth leaders and young adults
between 18 and 35 years old. The school will allow leaders
to explore their call to discipleship through community
life, daily prayer and through building a culture of
responsibility for themselves and others in their daily lives.
The program is developed to encourage leaders to exercise
their call to evangelisation within the many contexts of
their lives, including ministry. For more information,
contact Elizabeth Pasion on (02) 9307 8152 or
elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Saint of the Week
St. Raymond of Penyafort, Patron Saint of
Canonists (Feast day - January 7) Born in Spain,
St. Raymond was a relative of the King of
Aragon. From childhood he had a tender love
and devotion to the Blessed Mother. He finished
his studies at an early age, and became a famous
teacher. He then gave up all his honours and
entered the Order of the Dominicans. St.
Raymond was very humble and very close to
God. He did much penance and was so good and
kind that he won many sinners to God. With
King James of Aragon and St. Peter Nolasco he
founded the Order of Our Lady of Ransom. The
brave religious of this Order devoted themselves
to saving poor Christians captured by the Moors.
Once he went with King James to the Island of
Majorca to preach about Jesus. King James was a
man of great qualities, but he let himself be ruled
by passions. There on the Island, too, he was
giving bad example. The Saint commanded him
to send the woman away. The King said he
would, but he did not keep his promise. So St.
Raymond decided to leave the Island. The King
declared he would punish any ship captain who
brought the Saint back to Barcelona. Putting all
his trust in God, Saint Raymond spread his cloak
upon the water, tied up one corner of it to a stick
for a sail, made the Sign of the Cross, stepped
onto the cloak, and sailed along for six hours
until he reached Barcelona. This miracle moved
the King. He was sorry for what he had done,
and he became a true follower of St. Raymond.
St. Raymond was one hundred years old at the
time of his death.
- from Catholic.org

Calling All Catechists – Children’s Liturgy,
Sacramental Preparation, Public School Catechists
You are invited to ‘come and see’ and experience the
pilgrimage of a lifetime to where Jesus walked. “To be
there! To experience the Garden of Gethsemane, the
place of the Beatitudes, the Sea of Galilee – Scriptures
come alive and you will never be the same again!” Very
Rev Michael McLean, Episcopal Vicar for Education
(Schs), Leader of the Archdiocese’s CCD Parish
Catechist Support team’s Jubilee Pilgrimage. Departs 16
May 2020, 10 Nights/13 Days in the Holy Land with
Optional Rome Extension (5 Nights). Book now 1800
819 156 www.harvestjourneys.com/PV3120 DEPOSIT
due 20 Dec 2019. “Next year, Jerusalem!”
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Roster: 11 / 12 January 2020
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

10:00AM

Joel Tabuso

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

Sue Metzmacher
Sunitha Victor

Nick Radice
Gregory Cheng

Maureen Richardson
Joan D'Souza

Liturgy for this week

1 Aurita Borges
2 Richard Borges
3 Brian Maher
4 Carol Maher
5 Pam Keenan
6 David Doring
Norman Fairbairn
Violet Moussa
1 Joel Tabuso
2 Lala Tabuso
3 Felissa Tan
4 Gloria Divine
5 Felicity Donnelly
6 Darryle Fernandes

(6 - 12 Jan 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Mass for Catechists: Every 1st Tuesday at 8:45am
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

Piety Stall
will be closed during January. We will re-open in
February . Happy New Year to everyone.

TAX RECEIPTS for FY2019
are now ready for collection at the back of the church.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 7th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Wednesday 8th January 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Uy Teng Hong
Saturday 11th January 9:15am
1st Year Death Anniversary of Angelo Sgroi

Feasts & Saints of the Week
Tue 7 Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Sun 12 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD Feast

A Prayer for Priestly Vocations
O Lord, my God, You renew the Church in
every age by raising up priests outstanding in
holiness, living witnesses of Your unchanging
Love. In Your Plan for our salvation You
provide shepherds for Your people.
Fill the hearts of young men with the spirit of
courage and love that they may answer Your call
generously. Give parents the grace to encourage
vocations in their family by prayer and good
example.
Raise up worthy priests for Your Altars and
ardent, but gentle servants of the Gospel. Give
the Church more priests and keep them faithful
in their love and service. May many young men
choose to serve You by devoting themselves to
the service of Your people.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange
flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a weekly
basis. We always need more help. We are
DESPERATELY IN NEED OF CHURCH
CLEANERS particularly for this month. Contact
Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider
donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at
the church doors or can be made through the Parish
Office.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our parish
your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and ministries
from your previous parish with our community. Please
complete a parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish planned giving.

