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Feast of the Holy Family Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Lk 2: 16
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph
and the Infant lying in a
manger.

After the wise men had left, the angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child
and his mother with you, and escape
into Egypt, and stay there until I tell
you, because Herod intends to search
for the child and do away with him.’
So Joseph got up and, taking the child
and his mother with him, left that
night for Egypt, where he stayed until
Herod was dead. This was to fulfil
what the Lord had spoken through the
prophet:
I called my son out of Egypt. After
Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child
and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who
wanted to kill the child are dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and
his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that
Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to
go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There
he settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through
the prophets were to be fulfilled: ‘He will be called a Nazarene.’

1st Reading:.
Ecclesiasticus 3:3-7,14-17
He who fears the Lord respects
his parents

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 127(128):1-5

Happy are those who
fear the Lord and
walk in his ways.

2nd Reading:
Colossians 3:12-21
Family life in the Lord

Gospel Acclamation:
Col 3:15a,16a
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in
our hearts, and the fullness of
his message live within you.
Alleluia!

Gospel:
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
The flight into Egypt and the
return to Nazareth

Communion Antiphon:

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
It’s rather fitting that the final Sunday of the year happens to be
the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The
Church therefore designates Christmas as a season for the family.
This familial theme is also reflected in the wider culture as
families gather to celebrate the event of Jesus’ birth. However,
due to this very character, Christmas also brings to light the
pieces that are missing from the complete picture. Throughout the
year some of us may have lost our loved ones. Also, we could be
experiencing broken relationships which have yet to be
reconciled. In such cases we’d feel the pain of separation –
separation by death, or separation by an ongoing dispute.
Fundamentally, our problem is sin, which is the primary cause of
disunity and human mortality.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
The Holy Family is rightly called ‘holy’ because Christ is at its
centre. Hence, the birth of Jesus at Christmas completes the image
which every family should aspire to. However, by comparison our
own shortfalls are inevitably exposed. Think of a beautiful, yet
complex jigsaw puzzle. If the Holy Family is the final picture, our
life is the process of completion. Once we begin to solve our puzzle,
we notice the missing pieces which hadn’t bothered us so much prior
to starting. And the more we dare to continue, the more the empty
spaces on the board will bother us. So after much frustration and
discouragement, we may be tempted to quit altogether. But here’s
what we need to remember – that Jesus was the missing piece which
completed the Holy Family. Our Saviour came as the true light in the
midst of the world’s darkness, to deliver us from sin and death. Christ
heals the wounds of evil and destroys mortality – in other words, he
brings us into a communion with God, where there shall be no
separation, no more missing pieces in our puzzle of life.
Consequently, our hope is in the Lord, who completes our family, no
matter how flawed it may be. By his grace, he comes to fill the
emptiness of sin. Therefore, it would be futile to rely on our own
ability to make amends, to look for the missing pieces on our own.
Instead, first and foremost, we must trust in the Lord, since it is he
who made us, thus he loves those who are separated from us far more
than we can ever love them.
With the celebration of the Holy Family, the year is coming to a close.
This provides a good opportunity to examine our own consciences,
and especially to seek the sacrament of Penance. At the same time,
we can pray for our suffering families, who are in desperate need of
God’s grace. Christ has the power to reconcile those who are
separated, and bring them back into communion with God and with
one another. So let us pray: Jesus, Mary and Joseph, through your
Holy Family may we always remain in the Father’s love. Amen.

Silence in the Church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation and
thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No Clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer. Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank. A word of encouragement may also be
helpful.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 22 December

PULPIT POINTS 29 DEC 2019.

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1,046
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,603
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

• A big year for Francis: 2019 in review
• The Little Flower: Relics coming to Australia
• Where we’re headed in 2020
• Fighting homelessness
• Movie review: Dark Waters
• A Eucharistic miracle

New Years Day Mass 1st January 2020
Wednesday at 11:00am.
Visit of The Relics of St Therese of
Lisieux and Her Parents

The National Pilgrimage of the Relics of Saints Thérèse,
and her parents, Louis and Zélie, will visit the Archdiocese
of Sydney in February and March. Take this opportunity to
venerate the relics of one of the Catholic Church’s most
popular saints and her parents who helped nurture her
faith. Check the notice boards for the Relics itinerary.

Youth Leaders Evangelisation School
2020 From 25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week
long live-in experience for youth leaders and young adults
between 18 and 35 years old. The school will allow leaders
to explore their call to discipleship through community life,
daily prayer and through building a culture of
responsibility for themselves and others in their daily lives.
The program is developed to encourage leaders to exercise
their call to evangelisation within the many contexts of their
lives, including ministry. For more information, contact
Elizabeth Pasion on (02) 9307 8152 or
elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Visiting Rome? Stay at Domus
Australia.

Domus Australia is a 32-room Boutique Pilgrim
Guesthouse established by the Australian Catholic
Church, welcoming travellers to Rome seeking
comfortable accommodation and an ideal base from
which to explore historical and cultural sites of the
Eternal City. Centrally located with a magnificently
restored Chapel featuring daily Mass in English, Domus
Australia is the perfect oasis in the heart of Rome for
Aussie.
Pilgrims. Enquiries: reservations@domusaustralia.org
www.domusaustralia.org

Calling All Catechists – Children’s Liturgy,
Sacramental Preparation, Public School Catechists
You are invited to ‘come and see’ and experience the
pilgrimage of a lifetime to where Jesus walked. “To be
there! To experience the Garden of Gethsemane, the
place of the Beatitudes, the Sea of Galilee – Scriptures
come alive and you will never be the same again!” Very
Rev Michael McLean, Episcopal Vicar for Education
(Schs), Leader of the Archdiocese’s CCD Parish
Catechist Support team’s Jubilee Pilgrimage. Departs
16 May 2020, 10 Nights/13 Days in the Holy Land with
Optional Rome Extension (5 Nights). Book now 1800
819 156 www.harvestjourneys.com/PV3120 DEPOSIT
due 20 Dec 2019. “Next year, Jerusalem!”
The Epiphany Pilgrimage: Journey
through the Blue Mountains this January. The
Epiphany Pilgrimage is a not-for-profit event of the
Diocese of Parramatta and outreach of the Blue
Mountains Deanery. Beginning at Emu Plains on 2
January and finishing 7 days later at Bell, pilgrims walk
110km through the beautiful Blue Mountains bushland,
celebrating the Christmas season with each parish along
the way. To register for all or part of the pilgrimage
walk or join in the parish festivities, visit
www.epiphanypilgrimage.org. To follow the journey
see https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgrimage/.

Campion College Summer Program
5-9 Jan 2020 Young people aged 16-20 interested in
history, literature, philosophy and theology are invited
to register for Campion College’s five-day Summer
Program and get a taste of a Catholic tertiary education
in the liberal arts. Free to attend thanks to Campion’s
generous donors (including meals, activities and
accommodation on campus in Toongabbie) but spaces
are limited! Find out more and register at:
www.campion.edu.au/summer-program

Bereavement Support Reflection
Mornings

Third Wednesday of Every Month 10.00am – 1.00pm.
For family and friends who grieve and their
companions. Understanding and managing life’s
changes in Loss, Grief & Bereavement. Morning tea
provided. For further information please contact
Bereavement Support Ph: (02) 9646 6908 /
bereavementsupport@catholiccemeteries.com.au
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Roster: 4 / 5 January 2020
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

8:00AM

10:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Meynardo Talisayon

John Fillion

Readers

Arthur Lee
Arlene Burton

Gemma Evesson
Maureen Fairbairn

Francis Mawuko
Jeremy Billings

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Pam Keenan
2 Henaa Jawher
3 Sunitha Victor
4 David Doring
5 Prescilla Luzon
6 Sue Metzmacher
Mel Talisayon
Nora Gardner
1 Felicity Donnelly
2 Celeste Villarente
3 Connie Buttigieg
4 Danima Grace
5 Joan D'souza
6 Devonna Gonsalves

(30 Dec 2019- 5 Jan 2020)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass
at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except
Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after
AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday except
Wednesday

11:00am - Wednesday 1st January NEW
YEARS DAY MASS

Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 31st December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Andrew Yip
Saturday 4th January 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass from Tan Family

Feasts & Saints of the Week
Tue 31 Commemoration of Saint Silvester I, Pope
Wed 1 MARY, MOTHER OF GOD Solemnity
Thu 2 Saints Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors
Fri 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Piety Stall

will be closed during
January. We will re-open on Saturday 1st
& Sunday 2nd February 2020. We wish
everyone a Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers We have a great team of helpers who
arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a
weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact
Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider
donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at
the church doors or can be made through the Parish
Office.

Church Cleaners
January

Roster

for

Antoinette Van der Stratten, Sarah Magsakay.
Henna Jawher, Colleen MaGuire & Sue Lobo
LINEN: Ancy Joy (weekly)
VACUUM: Justin Isaac

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make
our parish your home. Feel welcome to share
experiences and ministries from your previous
parish with our community. Please complete a
parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.

