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4th Sunday of Advent Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above, you
heavens, and let the clouds rain
down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring
forth a Saviour.

This is how Jesus Christ came
to be born. His mother Mary
was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live
together she was found to be
with child through the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph;
being a man of honour and
wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her
informally. He had made up his
mind to do this when the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife,
because she has conceived what
is in her by the Holy Spirit. She
will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because
he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took
place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him
Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he
did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his
home.

1st Reading:. Isaiah 7:10-14
The maiden is with child
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 23(24):1-6

Let the Lord enter; he is
king of glory.

2nd Reading: Romans 1:1-7
Our apostolic mission is to preach
the obedience of faith to all pagan
nations

Gospel Acclamation:
Matt 1:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
A virgin will give birth to a son;
His name will be Emmanuel: God
is with us. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 1:18-24
How Jesus Christ came to be born

Communion Antiphon:
Is 7: 14
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive
and bear a son; and his name will
be called Emmanuel.

Matthew 1:18-24

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
It’s the 4th Sunday of Advent. But seeing that Christmas is here during the week, this
bulletin is essentially the Christmas edition as well. So firstly, I would like to thank the
Lord for allowing us to participate again in the joy of His Nativity. For us who
understand what this means, it’s impossible to imagine what life would be like without
it. Unfortunately, our culture is deliberately attempting to lead us back to those times,
as if the world never welcomed its Saviour. In this climate, our personal witness is ever
so important to restore Jesus’ rightful place as our Lord and King. It is an ongoing
spiritual battle which is worth waging since we have been enlightened by the
knowledge of Him, who came to save his fallen children. On that note, I would also
like to express my gratitude to all of you, who serve the Lord as members of
St. Michael’s parish. We all know living the Catholic faith can be tough going at times.
But the humble Nativity of the Christ-Child shows that it’s worth our struggles and
much more. So as we celebrate the First Coming of God’s Only-Begotten Son, may we
look forward to, and prepare for, His glorious Second Coming by faithfully living the
Catholic teachings. I leave you with some words of wisdom from those who have
already ‘made it’, the saints of the Church. Merry Christmas!
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
St. Augustine of Hippo: “Man’s maker was made man, that He, Ruler of the stars,
might nurse at His mother’s breast; that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst,
the Light sleep, the Way be tired on its journey; that the Truth might be accused of
false witness, the Teacher be beaten with whips, the Foundation be suspended on
wood; that Strength might grow weak; that the Healer might be wounded; that Life
might die.”
St. John Chrysostom: “This day He who Is, is Born; and He who is becomes what
He was not.”
St. Ambrose of Milan: “Open wide your door to the one who comes. Open your
soul, throw open the depths of your heart to see the riches of simplicity, the treasures
of peace, the sweetness of grace. Open your heart and run to meet the Sun of eternal
light that illuminates all men.”
St. Anthony of Padua: “O Father, in your Truth (that is to say, in your Son,
humbled, needy and homeless) you have humbled me. He was humbled in the womb
of the Virgin, needy in the manger of the sheep, and homeless on the wood of the
Cross. Nothing so humbles the proud sinner as the humility of Jesus Christ’s
humanity.”
St. Cyril of Jerusalem: “Teacher of children became himself a child among
children, that he might instruct the unwise. The Bread of heaven came down to earth
to feed the hungry.”
St. Gregory Nazianzen: “Christ is born, glorify Him! Christ from heaven, go out to
meet Him! Christ on earth, be exalted! Sing to the Lord all the whole earth; and that
I may join both in one word, let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad, for
Him who is of heaven and then of earth. Christ in the flesh, rejoice with trembling
and with joy; with trembling because of your sins, with joy because of your hope.”
St. Leo the Great: “Dearly beloved, today our Saviour is born; let us rejoice.
Sadness should have no place on the birthday of life. The fear of death has been
swallowed up; life brings us joy with the promise of eternal happiness. No one is
shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over
sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all.”
St. Alphonsus Liguori: “Arise, all ye nobles and peasants; Mary invites all, rich
and poor, just and sinners, to enter the cave of Bethlehem, to adore and to kiss the
feet of her new-born Son. Go in, then, all ye devout souls; go and see the Creator of
heaven and earth on a little hay, under the form of a little Infant; but so beautiful that
he sheds all around rays of light. Now that he is born and is lying on the straw, the
cave is no longer horrible, but is become a paradise. Let us enter; let us not be afraid.”
St. Bernard of Clairvaux: “Awake, you who lie in the dust, awake and give praise.
Behold, the Lord cometh with salvation. He comes with salvation, He comes with
unction, He comes with glory. Jesus cannot come without salvation, Christ cannot
come without unction, nor the Son of God without glory. For He Himself is salvation,
He is unction, He is glory, as it is written, ‘A wise son is the glory of his father.’”
St. Peter Chrysologus: “Christ’s birth was not necessity, but an expression of
omnipotence, a sacrament of piety for the redemption of men. He who made man
without generation from pure clay made man again and was born from a pure body.
The hand that assumed clay to make our flesh deigned to assume a body for your
salvation. That the Creator is in his creature and God is in the flesh brings dignity to
man without dishonour to him who made him. Why then, man, are you so worthless
in your own eyes and yet so precious to God?”

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 15 December

St Michael's School News

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$980
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,692
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

The students finished for the 2019 school year last
Wednesday. On behalf of the school I would like to
thank Fr Emmanuel for his ongoing support of our
students and staff and also thank the many parishioners
who show such great support to the school. This week
the demolition of Block D will commence. This will
take numerous weeks and continue for most of the
holidays. Over the next few weeks there will also be
workers fitting out the demountable classrooms which
arrived last week and on around January 8 the temporary
toilets will be installed outside the canteen and facing
towards Block D. As part of the school grounds will be
a building site there will be temporary fencing going
across part of the playground. Sorry for the
inconvenience this may cause.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24 December, Tuesday
5:30pm Children’s Mass with Pageant
11:30pm Christmas Carols
25 December, Wednesday
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
8:00am Christmas Day Mass
10:00am Christmas Day Mass

The final decoration before Christmas
will be done after the 10am Mass on Sun 22nd Dec – we
need volunteers to stay and help!

Calling All Catechists – Children’s Liturgy,
Sacramental Preparation, Public School Catechists
You are invited to ‘come and see’ and experience the
pilgrimage of a lifetime to where Jesus walked. “To be
there! To experience the Garden of Gethsemane, the
place of the Beatitudes, the Sea of Galilee – Scriptures
come alive and you will never be the same again!” Very
Rev Michael McLean, Episcopal Vicar for Education
(Schs), Leader of the Archdiocese’s CCD Parish
Catechist Support team’s Jubilee Pilgrimage. Departs 16
May 2020, 10 Nights/13 Days in the Holy Land with
Optional Rome Extension (5 Nights). Book now 1800
819 156 www.harvestjourneys.com/PV3120 DEPOSIT
due 20 Dec 2019. “Next year, Jerusalem!”

Campion College Summer Program
Child: Arya Fonseka
Parents: Mark Fonseka & Abirami
Jatheendran
Child: Gabe Quinones
Parents: John & Sandra Quinones

Many thanks

for the generosity of people who
contributes to the parish via direct transfer to the parish bank
account. Please contact the office on 98093536 if you wish
a 30% tax deduction for your contribution.

Youth Leaders Evangelisation School 2020
From 25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week long live-in
experience for youth leaders and young adults between 18 and
35 years old. The school will allow leaders to explore their call
to discipleship through community life, daily prayer and through
building a culture of responsibility for themselves and others in
their daily lives. The program is developed to encourage leaders
to exercise their call to evangelisation within the many contexts
of their lives, including ministry. For more information, contact
Elizabeth Pasion on (02) 9307 8152 or
elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

5-9 Jan 2020 Young people aged 16-20 interested in
history, literature, philosophy and theology are invited
to register for Campion College’s five-day Summer
Program and get a taste of a Catholic tertiary education
in the liberal arts. Free to attend thanks to Campion’s
generous donors (including meals, activities and
accommodation on campus in Toongabbie) but spaces
are limited! Find out more and register at:
www.campion.edu.au/summer-program

PALMS Australia A Profoundly Rewarding
Mission. Working in Education, Health and Trades?
Assist to reduce poverty in overseas communities by
sharing your skills. Mutual development assured!
There are five places left on Palms Australia’s January
4th – 12th Orientation Course. You must apply now for
a position beginning any time in 2020. Call or text 0422
4PALMS (M-F). palms.org.au
Visit of The Relics of St Therese of Lisieux
and Her Parents The National Pilgrimage of the Relics

of Saints Thérèse, and her parents, Louis and Zélie, will visit the
Archdiocese of Sydney in February and March 2020. The full
itinerary is now at our parish noticeboard. Take this opportunity to
venerate the relics of one of the Catholic Church’s most popular
saints and her parents who helped nurture her faith.
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Roster: 28 / 29 December
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Readers

Faby Lobo
Colleen Maguire

Mel Talisayon
Jo-anne Peters

Kathleen Ryan
Sean V Wyk

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Robyn Meehan
2 Gemma Martin
3 Paul Thambyah
4 Sue Metzmacher
5 Henaa Jawher
6 Liz Paricka
Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock
1 Joan D'souza
2 Joel Tabuso
3 Lala Tabuso
4 Felissa Tan
5 Gloria Divine
6 Maureen Richardson

(23 - 29 December 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
Weekday Mass:
Tuesday 24 Dec 5:30pm Children’s Mass with Pageant
11:30pm Christmas Carols
Wednesday 25 Dec 12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
8:00am Christmas Day Mass
10:00am Christmas Day Mass
Thursday 26 Dec - Saturday 28 Dec 9:15am Mass
Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Friday 27th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Hamama Younis,
Raymond & Roza Sassine & Deceased Sisters
Saturday 28th December 9:15am
Recently Deceased: Isabel Francis Gonsalves

Feasts & Saints of the Week
Mon 23 Commemoration of Saint John of Kęty, Priest
Wed 25 CHRISTMAS DAY Solemnity
Thu 26 SAINT STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR
Feast
Fri 27 SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST
Feast
Sat 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS Feast
Sun 29 THE HOLY FAMILY

COLUMBAN CALENDARS

now on sale
@ $9.00 each. Christmas cards are also on sale @
$6.00 per packet. Please place money in the box
provided.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers We have a great team of helpers who
arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a
weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact
Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider
donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at
the church doors or can be made through the Parish
Office.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS.

Church Cleaners Roster for
December

Piety Stall will be open after all Masses this weekend.

Robin Meehan, Gemma Martin, Moussa El Bayeh,
Rose El Bayeh & Leeyah del Rosario
LINEN: Joan D’Souza
End of Month: Maureen Richardson
VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi

We would like to thank
everyone who helped with the delivery of our hampers this
year. Christmas blessings to all of you from St Vincent de Paul
Meadowbank.
Christmas cards and gifts now on sale.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be trained
in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching materials to
make you a successful catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make
our parish your home. Feel welcome to share
experiences and ministries from your previous
parish with our community. Please complete a
parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.

