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3rd Sunday of Advent Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Phil 4: 4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near

John in his prison had heard what
Christ was doing and he sent his
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to wait
for someone else?’ Jesus answered,
‘Go back and tell John what you hear
and see; the blind see again, and the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised to
life and the Good News is proclaimed
to the poor; and happy is the man who
does not lose faith in me.’
As the messengers were leaving,
Jesus began to talk to the people about
John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in
the breeze? No? Then what did you go
out to see? A man wearing fine
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then
what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more
than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:
‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you.
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John
the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he is.’

1st Reading:.
Isaiah 35:1-6,10
God himself is coming to save
you

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 145(146):6-10
Lord, come and save
us.

2nd Reading: James 5:7-10
Do not lose heart; the Lord's
coming will be soon

Gospel Acclamation:
Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me; he sent me to bring Good
News to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 11:2-11
'A greater than John the Baptist
has never been seen'

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Is 35: 4
Say to the faint of heart: Be
strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and
he will save us.

Matthew 11:2-11

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Gaudete – Rejoice!
“Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and
bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for
joy.”
This prophecy of Isaiah is particularly pertinent, given the ongoing atrocities felt in this nation of ours. Our current drought and bushfire crisis makes
the image of the dry and wasted desert land much more real than before.
But here’s the interesting part. The prophet encourages all to rejoice when
they hardly have any immediate reason to. Considering when the Book of
Isaiah was composed, this message of hope was given almost 800 years
before its fulfilment at the birth of Christ. So why should the wilderness
and the dry-lands exult and why should the wasteland rejoice and bloom so
prematurely? In doing so, isn’t Isaiah inadvertently causing unnecessary
angst for many generations, who will not see the Messiah for themselves?
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
However, Isaiah was in fact faithfully carrying out his duty. This becomes
clear when we examine the actual definition of what ‘prophet’ means. In his
book “Jesus of Nazareth” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI writes: “The prophet
is not the Israelite version of the soothsayer… His task is not to report on the
events of tomorrow or the next day in order to satisfy human curiosity or the
human need for security. He shows us the face of God, and in so doing he
shows us the path that we have to take.” Subsequently, our primary focus is
the content of the message rather than its timing. Consider that the Great
Wall of China, a grand yet lifeless human achievement, took 2000 years to
complete. Comparatively, 800 years of preparation is close to nothing,
especially given the immeasurable importance of God’s Incarnation.
Still it begs the question, why celebrate early when the dry-lands remain dry
and the wastelands continue to be barren? Again, the timing is not so
significant as is the showing of the face of God. Isaiah is announcing that
Christ is coming – ‘Rejoice! For salvation is at hand.’ And while we
patiently await our deliverance with hope, we are to find the face of God
even in the desolation of our ordinary lives – not to repress entirely our
pressing concerns, but to not be thoroughly consumed that we overlook the
bigger picture, casting the Lord aside as an afterthought. After all, is the
earth the only thing that remains dry? Are not our souls which thirst yet
somehow also struggle to make its way to the New Jerusalem? Is our land
toiling alone against the harshness of nature? Do we not also suffer the
consequences of sin and evil, constantly burned by the enemy and his
advocates who ‘prowl throughout the world, seeking the ruin of souls’? Yet
the prophet shows us the path to God, right in the midst of such tribulations.
For even in the most desolate place, we still can and ought to see the face of
God.
For the time being, wilderness may remain harsh, dry-lands dry, and wastelands barren. Nevertheless, these present quandaries cannot take away our
hope in Christ. For when faith humbly seeks the Lord’s eternal vision and
as we discover the tiniest glimpse of hope, there we shall exult, bloom, and
bring forth flowers. We shall rejoice and sing for joy – ‘Gaudete!’ – just as
the prophet said.

Silence in the Church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation
and thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No Clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer. Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank. A word of encouragement may also
be helpful.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 8 December

PULPIT POINTS 15 December 2019

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$908
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,895
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

• WA death squad
• A blessing for Westconnex
• Medevac move slammed
• Sheen beatification called off
• Movie review: The Two Popes
• A home for the homeless

Children's Mass Xmas Eve
There will be a Children's Mass on Christmas Eve at
5.30pm and we are after children who would like to take
part in the Nativity Play. There will be a rehearsal on
Saturday 21 December at 10.00am in the church. If your
child is interested in taking part, please email
marisa.squadrito@gmail.com.

Singers and Musicians

are most
welcome to join the Midnight Christmas mass
choir. Practices will be on Friday 13th and 20th
of December from 7.30 pm. All most welcome.
For further details contact David on 0418 276 360.

Vinnies Christmas Hampers.
The Meadowbank Conference is looking for people to
help with the delivery of Christmas hampers to the
needy in our local area this Christmas. Pre-packed
hampers can be collected from the Welfare Centre, in
Ryedale Road West Ryde on Tuesday 17th December
between 6 - 7 p.m. If you think you can help out please
contact Jim Lemcke on 9801 4202 as soon as possible.

Youth Leaders Evangelisation School 2020
From 25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week long live-in
experience for youth leaders and young adults between 18
and 35 years old. The school will allow leaders to explore
their call to discipleship through community life, daily
prayer and through building a culture of responsibility for
themselves and others in their daily lives. The program is
developed to encourage leaders to exercise their call to
evangelisation within the many contexts of their lives,
including ministry. For more information, contact
Elizabeth Pasion on (02) 9307 8152 or
elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

Christmas Roster Sheets for EOMHC
and Readers Please add your name where you can
assist this Christmas. The Roster sheet is at the church
door along Hughes Street entrance.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24 December, Tuesday
5:30pm Children’s Mass with Pageant
11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
25 December, Wednesday
8:00am Christmas Day Mass
10:00am Christmas Day Mass

Reconciliation before Christmas:
While it’s encouraged that the faithful regularly receive
the Sacrament of Penance, nevertheless as a minimum
the Church teaches that “after having attained the age of
discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation
faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a year.”
Since Advent is a penitential season this would be an apt
opportunity to be cleansed of our sins before the coming
of Jesus at Christmas.
I would like to invite all parishioners to attend the
1st Rite of Reconciliation at 7pm Tue 17th December.
There will be a few other visiting confessors available.
The sacrament will be offered until the very last penitent
but please aim to arrive at least before 8pm.

The final decoration before Christmas will
be done after the 10am Mass on Sun 22nd Dec – we
need volunteers to stay and help!

Calling All Catechists – Children’s Liturgy,
Sacramental Preparation, Public School Catechists
You are invited to ‘come and see’ and experience the
pilgrimage of a lifetime to where Jesus walked. “To be
there! To experience the Garden of Gethsemane, the place
of the Beatitudes, the Sea of Galilee – Scriptures come
alive and you will never be the same again!” Very Rev
Michael McLean, Episcopal Vicar for Education (Schs),
Leader of the Archdiocese’s CCD Parish Catechist Support
team’s Jubilee Pilgrimage. Departs 16 May 2020, 10
Nights/13 Days in the Holy Land with Optional Rome
Extension (5 Nights). Book now 1800 819 156
www.harvestjourneys.com/PV3120 DEPOSIT due 20 Dec
2019. “Next year, Jerusalem!”

Campion College Summer Program

5-9
Jan 2020 Young people aged 16-20 interested in history,
literature, philosophy and theology are invited to register
for Campion College’s five-day Summer Program and
get a taste of a Catholic tertiary education in the liberal
arts. Free to attend thanks to Campion’s generous donors
(including meals, activities and accommodation on
campus in Toongabbie) but spaces are limited! Find out
more and register at: www.campion.edu.au/summerprogram.
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Roster: 21 / 22 December
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

8:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Vinodh Stanley

John Fillion

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

Readers

Carol Maher
Brian Maher

Judith Orrock
Agnes Aldana

Leony Hamor
Francis Mawuko

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Sue Metzmacher
2 David Doring
3 Pam Keenan
4 Liz Paricka
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Gemma Martin
Joseph D'Mello
Marie Bennett
1 Devonna Gonsalves
2 Felicity Donnelly
3 Celeste Villarente
4 Connie Buttigieg
5 Danima Grace
6 Darryle Fernandes

(16 - 22 December 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 17th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Wednesday 18th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Eve Stanton
Thursday 19th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Mary O’Shea

Saint of the Week
Sat 21 Commemoration of Saint Peter Canisius,
Priest, Doctor

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are now on sale @ $9.00 each.
Christmas cards are also on sale @ $6.00 per packet. Please place
money in the box provided.

Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. We will be open again on Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd
of December.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Thank you to all those who donated to our Christmas appeal this year.
Your generosity will mean a great deal to a lot of people. Receipts
will be issued in due course.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange
flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a weekly
basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie
Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church
doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for December
Robin Meehan, Gemma Martin, Moussa El Bayeh,
Rose El Bayeh & Leeyah del Rosario
LINEN: Joan D’Souza
End of Month: Maureen Richardson

VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.

