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2nd Sunday of Advent Yr A/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Is 30: 19, 30
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make
the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached
in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message:
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he
said: A voice cries in the
wilderness: Prepare a way for the
Lord, make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment
made of camel-hair with a leather
belt round his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the
whole Jordan district made their
way to him, and as they were
baptised by him in the river Jordan
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can
raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be
cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but
the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry
his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go
out.’

1st Reading:. Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot springs from the stock of
Jesse

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17

Justice shall flourish
in his time, and
fullness of peace for
ever.

2nd Reading:
Romans 15:4-9
Christ is the saviour of all men

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation
of God. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 3:1-12
The one who follows me will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire

Communion Antiphon:
Bar 5: 5; 4: 36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon
the heights, nd behold the joy
which comes to you from God.

Matthew 3:1-12

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
John’s baptism was a ritual symbolising one’s willing repentance and
renewal. It signified a radical change to conform oneself to God rather than
sin. But a symbol cannot be an end in itself as it is merely representative.
Consequently, John’s ritual was designed to pave the way for the real Baptism
which the Saviour would come to establish. For John himself acknowledged
that while he would baptise with water for repentance, the real Christ shall
baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Since John’s baptism was a precursor or a sneak preview, this could be
somewhat similar to going to the cinema. We all know the movie ticket’s
stated starting time actually indicates the beginning of the previews. This
waiting period allows the patrons to avoid the one mortal sin in the cinema –
the ringing of the mobile phone. We could generally categorise the audience
into three groups. The first are those who always stay awake and ready, who
switch off their phones even before entering the cinema. The second group
remembers to do so during the previews. Then just before the main event a
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
final warning is given to switch off the phones. But alas, a few of them still
refuse to listen!
John the Baptist came to provide a similar warning. His was the message
that the main event was about to begin, so ‘Switch off your phones’, or in this
case, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand!’ As for the
Pharisees and the Sadducees they also turned up to the divine cinema for the
premiere of Jesus’ salvation narrative. However, when the Baptist insisted to
switch off their sinful ways they refused because they were not interested in
this feature story. Although the laws and the prophets pointed to Jesus as the
fullness of all Revelation, ironically these Jewish leaders held up the old
advertising posters saying the ‘Christ would come’ while rejecting the real
Christ for not affirming their malpractice. So they shut their souls to John’s
warning and even as Jesus – the real protagonist – appeared they treated his
Good News as just another preview come and gone.
For us John the Baptist’s message is the same – that we need to reject sin
and accept God’s truth instead. Otherwise, like the obstinate Jewish leaders
we will not recognise Him even as He is present among us. John’s ministry
was to ‘prepare a way for the Lord’ and to ‘make his paths straight’. So how
must we respond to our Incarnate God, the Saviour who leads us to the waters
of eternal life and not just a physical river? If we are awake and ready, we’d
heed his words and live his teachings even before any extra warning. Therefore, we cannot delay since we have already witnessed the fullness of God’s
Revelation in Jesus Christ. Let us switch off our sinful ways. For the greatest
love story is about to be told, the story of salvation at Christmas.

Reconciliation before Christmas:

While it’s encouraged
that the faithful regularly receive the Sacrament of Penance, nevertheless as
a minimum the Church teaches that “after having attained the age of
discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to
confess serious sins at least once a year.” Since Advent is a penitential
season this would be an apt opportunity to be cleansed of our sins before the
coming of Jesus at Christmas. I would like to invite all parishioners to
attend the 1st Rite of Reconciliation at 7pm Tue 17th Dec. There will be a
few other visiting confessors available. The sacrament will be offered until
the very last penitent but please aim to arrive at least before 8pm.

Silence in the Church.

Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation and
thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer. Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank. A word of encouragement may also be
helpful.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update 1 December

PULPIT POINTS 08 December 2019

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1,159
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,934
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

• Cathedral lights up
• Australia targets Seal of Confession
• Environmental sin?
• Faithful in divorce
• Movie review: Green Eggs and Ham
• Make it a family Advent

Many thanks for the generosity of people who
contributes to the parish via direct transfer to the parish
bank account. Please contact the office on 98093536 if you
wish a 30% tax deduction for your contribution.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Mass on 9th December, Monday at 9:15am.

Children's Mass Xmas Eve
There will be a Children's Mass on Christmas Eve at
5.30pm and we are after children who would like to take
part in the Nativity Play. There will be a rehearsal on
Saturday 21 December at 10.00am in the church. If your
child is interested in taking part, please email
marisa.squadrito@gmail.com.

Jesse Tree Please don’t forget to get a tag or two in
our Jesse Tree. Bring your gifts on 15th December and
place it under the tree.

The final decoration before Christmas
will be done after the 10am Mass on Sun 22nd Dec – we
need volunteers to stay and help!

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24 December, Tuesday
5:30pm Children’s Mass with Pageant
11:30pm Christmas Carols
12:00am Christmas Midnight Mass
25 December, Wednesday
8:00am Christmas Day Mass
10:00am Christmas Day Mass

Gaudete Sunday (3 Sunday of Advent
15 December)

News from Parish School Family
Educator- Kirrily McDermott
Playgroup
St Michael's Meadowbank Playgroup meets Thursdays
during term time between 9.15am- 11am in the Parish
Hall. Join us for a morning of free play, craft, songs,
story and outside play. $2, bring a piece of fruit to share,
water bottle and a hat.

Bring your family to adoration,
benediction and confession from 8.15am
on Fridays, then pop by the Parish Meeting Room for a
free breakfast and opportunity to decorate a glass candle
for your family prayer space. No need to RSVP, just
show up!

Women's Restful Retreat
To be held at The Hermitage Mittagong from 21- 23
February 2020.
For further information on these events, contact
kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au or via Facebooksearch Family, Faith and Wellbeing at St Michael's
Meadowbank

Calling All Catechists – Children’s Liturgy,
Sacramental Preparation, Public School Catechists
You are invited to ‘come and see’ and experience the
pilgrimage of a lifetime to where Jesus walked. “To be
there! To experience the Garden of Gethsemane, the
place of the Beatitudes, the Sea of Galilee – Scriptures
come alive and you will never be the same again!” Very
Rev Michael McLean, Episcopal Vicar for Education
(Schs), Leader of the Archdiocese’s CCD Parish
Catechist Support team’s Jubilee Pilgrimage. Departs 16
May 2020, 10 Nights/13 Days in the Holy Land with
Optional Rome Extension (5 Nights). Book now 1800
819 156 www.harvestjourneys.com/PV3120 DEPOSIT
due 20 Dec 2019. “Next year, Jerusalem!”

Christmas Roster Sheets for EOMHC
and Readers Please add your name where you
can assist this Christmas. The Roster sheet is at the
church door along Hughes Street entrance.

rd

th

At 10:00am Mass: Blessing of the Christmas
Angel
After Mass: Parish Morning Tea (Bring a plate
to share)

Singers and Musicians are most
welcome to join the Midnight Christmas mass
choir. Practices will be on Friday 13th and
20th of December from 7.30 pm. All most
welcome. For further details contact David
on 0418 276 360.
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Roster: 14 / 15 December
Time

5:30PM
Vigil

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Readers

Aneela Pereira
Glen Pereira

Gregory Cheng
Nick Radice

Charlene Harrison
Joan D'souza

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Pam Keenan
2 Prescilla Luzon
3 David Doring
4 Henaa Jawher
5 Aurita Borges
6 Richard Borges
Norman Fairbairn
Violet Moussa
1 Maureen Richardson
2 Felicity Donnelly
3 Joel Tabuso
4 Lala Tabuso
5 Felissa Tan
6 Gloria Divine

(9 - 15 December 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5:15pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Immaculate Conception Mass
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

COLUMBAN CALENDARS

are now on sale @
$9.00 each. Christmas cards are also on sale @ $6.00
per packet. Please place money in the box provided.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
APPEAL to help people in our community who are

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Saints of the Week
Mon 9 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY Solemnity
Wed 11 Saint Damasus I, Pope
Thu 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fri 13 Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr
Sat 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

Baptism on 8th
December, Sunday at 10am
Child: Alex Cho
Parents: Joseph Cho & Da Long
Kim

Piety Stall will be open after all masses
this weekend. Christmas gifts and cards
now on sale.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers We have a great team of helpers
who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the
church on a weekly basis. We always need
more help. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447
830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about
$100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the
church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Church Cleaners Roster for
December

struggling at this time of the year, continues this weekend.
Envelopes can be found in the pews and at the side door of
the Church. Receipts will be issued for all donations.

Robin Meehan, Gemma Martin, Moussa El
Bayeh, Rose El Bayeh & Leeyah del Rosario
LINEN: Joan D’Souza
End of Month: Maureen Richardson
VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi

Consider becoming a Catechist

Are you new to the Parish?

Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You
will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided all teaching materials to make you a successful
catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make
our parish your home. Feel welcome to share
experiences and ministries from your previous
parish with our community. Please complete a
parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.

