
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 24: 1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my
God. In you, I have trusted; let
me not be put to shame. Nor let
my enemies exult over me; and
let none who hope in you be put
to shame.

1st Reading:.
Isaiah 2:1-5
The Lord gathers all nations
together into the eternal peace of
God's kingdom

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9
Let us go rejoicing to
the house of the Lord.

2nd Reading:
Romans 13:11-14
Our salvation is near

Gospel Acclamation:
Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and
love, and grant us your
salvation. Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
The Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 84: 13
The Lord will bestow his
bounty, and our earth shall
yield its increase.
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Gospel
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was
in Noah’s day, so will it be when the
Son of Man comes. For in those days
before the Flood people were eating,
drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands, right up to the day Noah
went into the ark, and they suspected
nothing till the Flood came and
swept all away. It will be like this
when the Son of Man comes. Then of
two men in the fields one is taken,
one left; of two women at the
millstone grinding, one is taken, one
left.
    ‘So stay awake, because you do
not know the day when your master
is coming. You may be quite sure of
this, that if the householder had

known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he
would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to
break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.’

The Parish Bulletin

Matthew 24:37-44
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1st Sunday of Advent Yr A/2

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo

The etymology of the word “Advent’ is the Latin ‘Adventus’ (coming) or
‘Ad-venio’ (to come to). Adventus is the translation of the Greek ‘Parousia’
which in our Catholic tradition refers to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
This period usually begins with the Sunday nearest to the feast of St. An-
drew (30th November) and spans four Sundays until the first Vespers of
Christmas. In the West, this also marks the beginning of a new liturgical
year. During this time the faithful are instructed to: prepare worthily to cele-
brate the Lord’s Incarnation – i.e. his First Coming, and; to ready them-
selves for His Second Coming – i.e. Parousia – as the righteous Judge of the
world.
The liturgical colour for Advent is violet which reflects the penitential char-
acter of the season. Although the theme of penance may not quite equal that
of Lent, nevertheless, this is also a preparatory season marked by prayer,
fasting and penance. Typically, Gloria is omitted at Masses in which the
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.
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colour violet is used, as the faithful patiently await Christ’s glory to be
manifest (i.e. Advent � Christmas, Lent � Easter).
Regrettably, the secular world has taken only the celebratory elements of
Christmas and Easter without the necessary preparation of Advent and
Lent. From about September or October most shopping centres are lavishly
ornamented as if Christmas is already here. But if the real Jesus Christ has
yet to arrive, who are they celebrating? Not the Lord obviously. It is not
surprising how the ‘religion of consumerism’ avoids Advent for its lack of
commercial appeal. For penance and penitence don’t exactly translate to
profit. Hence, in an attempt to maximise a lucrative opportunity, irreligious,
non-denominational and politically correct language now dominate what
essentially is a religious festivity. Slogans such as “Happy Holidays” and
“Season’s Greetings” aim to gather the flocks of discount-hungry shoppers
into the new stable of luxury, where, with their credit cards they pay hom-
age to the pseudo-king, who saves not souls, but prices. Sadly, the real Sav-
iour is again left with no room at the inn, no place in the souls of his
beloved for whom he came.
Recently, when I visited a classroom full of kindergarten children I asked,
‘Who’s coming at Christmas?’ One of them responded confidently, ‘Santa!’
I was alarmed not at the child’s innocence or the candour with which he
spoke, but rather at our culture’s indoctrination of the subconscious to sup-
plant Jesus the real protagonist of Christmas. Therefore, I would like to pro-
pose that we give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is rightfully
His (C.f. Mt 22:21). Advent – Christmas (“Christ’s Mass”) – all belong to
the Incarnate Son of God. So as his disciple we ought to restore what has
been, and continues to be, lost in our fallen kingdom – namely, Jesus’ di-
vine authority over all creation. Subsequently, during Advent the decora-
tions in this church of God will not resemble the marketplace but a house of
prayer (C.f. Jn 2:16). While you might be tempted to question why our
church isn’t so bright and exciting like the others, hopefully the subdued
adornment will be enough to kindle our anticipation of Christmas without
prematurely celebrating the master’s arrival. Until then, let us pray, fast and
do penance for Jesus, who shall come to free his sheep from the tyranny of
sin and death.

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Silence in the Church.  Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation and
thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer.  Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank.  A word of encouragement may also be
helpful.

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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Collections Update from 24 November
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $928
2nd  Collection (parish costs):      $1,389
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003;  Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

Gaudete Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent

  15th December)
At 10:00am Mass:  Blessing of the Christmas

                                                 Angel
 After Mass: Parish Morning Tea (Bring a plate

  to share)

1st Friday Mass at 7:00pm. Need volunteers to
set up Advent decorations after Mass. Then
followed by light tea (pizza).

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

  GIFTS ARE DUE BY SUNDAY 15t DECEMBER 2019.

Lights of Christmas Celebrate the 10th Anniversary of
the Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral with a special
Opening Night Concert featuring Friar Alessandro, the Voice from
Assisi, and internationally acclaimed Australian pianist Vivian
Choi. A wonderful free community event starting Thursday, 5
December with the Opening Night Concert from 7.30pm. A Sydney
tradition, the Lights of Christmas runs every night until Christmas.

News from Parish School Family
Educator
Playgroup  St Michael's Meadowbank Playgroup meets
Thursdays during term time between 9.15am- 11am in the Parish
Hall. Join us for a morning of free play, craft, songs, story and
outside play. $2, bring a piece of fruit to share, water bottle and a
hat.
Bring your family to adoration,
benediction and confession from 8.15am on
Fridays, then pop by the Parish Meeting Room for a free breakfast
and opportunity to decorate a glass candle for your family prayer
space. No need to RSVP, just show up!
Gingerbread house making @ St Michael's
Join us to make a gingerbread house on  Saturday afternoon, 30
November 2.45pm- 5pm. $25 per kit, includes all you need, light
refreshments and donation to Vinnies. Families welcome!
Place $25 in an envelope to the parish office or school marked
attention Family Educator with name, contact number, session and
number of people attending
Forgiveness and Healing Reflection
Day @ Hunters HIll
Join us for a reflection day at Hunters Hill on the theme
Forgiveness and Healing. Wednesday 4 December.  9.30am-
2.30pm , Holy Name of Mary Hunters Hill. Includes 2 inspiring
speakers, Sr Margaret Scully and Matthew Tague. $15 includes
morning tea and lunch, place money in envelope to parish office or
school marked Attention Family Educator with name and contact
number.
Women's Restful Retreat  To be held at The
Hermitage Mittagong from 21- 23 February 2020.

For further information on these events, contact
kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au or via Facebook- search
Family, Faith and Wellbeing at St Michael's Meadowbank.

The Epiphany Pilgrimage: Journey through
the Blue Mountains this January
The Epiphany Pilgrimage is a not-for-profit event of the
Diocese of Parramatta and outreach of the Blue Mountains
Deanery. Beginning at Emu Plains on 2 January and
finishing 7 days later at Bell, pilgrims walk 110km through
the beautiful Blue Mountains bushland, celebrating the
Christmas season with each parish along the way.
To register for all or part of the pilgrimage walk or join in the
parish festivities, visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org.  follow
the journey see
https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgrimage/.

2019 Parish Financial Report is now available
to view in the Parish Website.

Thank you for the generosity of Ryan L. Solomon of
Hypostyle Architectural Design & Constructions for donating
and installing a new kitchen cabinet in the staff kitchen room.

Photos of your Loved Ones
Please collect the photos by Friday 6th December.
Uncollected photos will be brought to the parish
office.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power

of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.

Liturgy for this week        (2 - 8 December 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:45pm-5.15pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)(With;;;;
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:30PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke Family mass

Youth readers

1 Rita D'Mello
2 Paul Thambyah
3 Robyn Meehan
4 Gemma Martin
5 Sunitha Victor
6 Joseph JK

8:00AM Stephen Topple Jo-anne Peters
Gemma Evesson

Mel Talisayon
Nora Gardner

10:00AM

Joel Tabuso

Maureen Richardson
Sean V Wyk

1 Darryle Fernandes
2 Devonna Gonsalves
3 Felicity Donnelly
4 Celeste Villarente
5 Connie Buttigieg
6 Danima Grace

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank 

Saints of the Week
Tue 3 Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
Wed 4 Saint John Damascene, Priest, Doctor
Fri 6 Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Sat 7 Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.

Piety Stall will not be open this weekend.  We
will re-open on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th
December.

Holy Land Pilgrimage for Catechists
The CCD is organising a pilgrimage with Fr Michael McLean to the
Holy Land in May 2020. Optional extension to Rome available and
Mass with Pope Francis. For bookings and itinerary details, contact
Harvest Pilgrimages on 9390 5460. by December 6.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers We have a great team of helpers who
arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a
weekly basis. We always need more help. Contact
Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers
cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church
doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

  Interested in volunteering to lend a helping
  hand to seniors? We need people in South West Sydney
   to visit seniors for a chat over a cup of tea and to help with
   light housework. Call CCareline on 13 18 19 to find out
   more.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS
APPEAL.  The Meadowbank Conference of
St Vincent de Paul will be holding its ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS APPEAL  over the next two weekends.
Envelopes can be found in the pews and at the doors of
the Church.  Proceeds will go  towards assisting our
local community.  Receipts will be issued  for all
donations.  All donations will be greatly appreciated.

Tuesday 3rd December 8:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Domingo Ponce

Friday 6th December 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jose Vallejo

Church Cleaners Roster for
December
Robin Meehan, Gemma Martin, Moussa El
Bayeh, Rose El Bayeh & Leeyah del Rosario
LINEN:  Joan D’Souza
End of Month:   Maureen Richardson
VACUUM:  Basil Cafizzi


