
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 37: 22-23
Forsake me not, O Lord, my
God; be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my
help,  O Lord, my strong
salvation!

1st Reading:.
Wisdom 11:22-12:2
You are merciful to all, because
you love all that exists

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 144(145):1-2,8-
11,13b-14
I will praise your
name for ever, my
king and my God.

2nd Reading:
2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2
The name of Christ will be
glorified in you, and you in him

Gospel Acclamation:
John 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
God loved the world so much,
he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him
might have eternal life.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
Salvation comes to the house of
Zacchaeus

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 15: 11
You will show me the path of
life, the fullness of joy in your
presence, O Lord.
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Gospel
Jesus entered Jericho and was going
through the town when a man whose
name was Zacchaeus made his
appearance: he was one of the senior tax
collectors and a wealthy man. He was
anxious to see what kind of man Jesus
was, but he was too short and could not
see him for the crowd. So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a
glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that
way. When Jesus reached the spot he
looked up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus,
come down. Hurry, because I must stay at
your house today.’ And he hurried down

and welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw what
was happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said. But
Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am
going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated
anybody I will pay him back four times the amount.’ And Jesus said to
him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is
a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and save
what was lost.’
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Luke 19:1-10
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
       Several people have been asking what would be a prudent way to deal with
Halloween. Although I realise this would have been more useful for the last
bulletin, nevertheless for future reference I believe the best way is the Catholic way
– bet you didn’t think of that! While Halloween has its roots in our faith tradition,
nowadays it only resembles a pagan celebration which is either completely
removed from, or even hostile to, the basic Christian principles. If my memory
serves me right this has only recently seeped into the Australian culture – I guess
the idea of dress-ups and free lollies always had great marketing appeal. But
perhaps for that same reason everything seems even more superficial. To make
matters worse, occultic and satanic symbolisms have gradually infiltrated to the
point that dressing up as witches, warlocks and even the devil himself is rather
commonplace. However, God can even bring light out of darkness, and I believe
this indeed can be such an opportunity.
        So my first suggestion would be, if you or your children are still interested to
take part in it, then at least you could refrain from dressing up as something sinister
or contrary to our Catholic faith. Perhaps dressing up as a saint or a biblical
character might be a good way to salvage an otherwise tainted tradition. Or you
could choose a popular, spiritually neutral character from the movies.
        In terms of preparing for our trick-or-treating visitors, I thought we could see
this as an opportunity for evangelisation. For example, we could attach holy cards
to the sweets that we hand out as a reminder that our most important preparation should be



The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and
talents.  Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

  Reflection Continued

for the  spiritual solemnities of All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day. If not holy cards, then
maybe a little note to promise we will pray for them and for their loved ones at the
upcoming Masses. Also, we could include the Mass times for the All Saints and the All
Souls, as well as an invitation to come to Sunday Mass at the parish. I’m sure we can
find plenty of creative ways to reach out and proclaim the Gospel. For once, people are
more than willing to come to us and knock on our doors. So instead of merely lamenting
at the grim reality of modern Halloween, why don’t we turn this into an opportunity to
share the light of Christ?
For your information, below is an informative article regarding the origin of Halloween
from the Vatican News.
---------------------
“The Catholic Roots of Halloween, the Vigil of All Saints’ Day” by Christopher Wells.
        In the modern world, and especially in English speaking countries, Halloween has
become one of the most important holidays of the year, with millions of children and
adults dressing up as their favourite heroes, superstars, ghouls and goblins. While some
people have connected Halloween to earlier pagan celebrations of the new year,
Halloween actually has significant Catholic roots. The name itself comes from All
Hallow’s Eve – that is, the Vigil of All Saints’ Day, when Catholics remember those who
have gone before us to enter our heavenly home. Immediately afterwards, on November
2, the Church commemorates all the faithful departed still detained in Purgatory, and
prays in suffrage for them. The memory of those who have gone before us naturally
leads to thoughts of mortality, and the liturgical focus on the end times during this period
of the Church year adds to the atmosphere of gloom.
        In a “Memorandum on the Celebration of Halloween” issued last year for his
Diocese, Bishop David Konderla of Tulsa, Oklahoma, stresses the importance of
“maintaining the Catholic meaning and purpose of all holy days, especially those which
have been adopted and adapted by the culture around us”. He explains the how customs
such as dressing up for Halloween and appealing to frightful imagery can be done in a
Catholic spirit, while warning that “we want to intentionally avoid those things that are
contrary to our Catholic faith, but have become popularized through the secular
adaptation of Halloween”.
        Vatican News spoke with Dr Marcel Brown, of the Alcuin Institute for Catholic
Culture in Tulsa, about the Catholic roots of Halloween. “The feast of Halloween is one
of those feasts on the Catholic calendar that is celebrated on the eve of a great
solemnity”, he said. Dr Brown explained that the word Halloween refers to the Feast of
All Saints. The word itself is taken an older English term, “hallows,” meaning “holy”;
and “e’en”, a truncation of the word evening, in reference to the Vigil of the feast. “So
really, Halloween is the feast of the celebration of the feast of All Hallows’”, he said.
“So it’s a day when Catholics celebrate the triumph of the Church in heaven, and the
lives of the saints on earth”. The modern focus on the eerie or mysterious also has a
Catholic aspect. “When we think of Halloween, I think we often think of ghosts and
goblins, and ghoulish faces”, Dr Brown said. “But even these, in the Catholic tradition,
are supposed to be reminders of death and of the last things”. He continued, “So just as
we commemorate the feast of All Saints on November 1st, beginning with All Hallows’
Eve on Halloween, we also think about and turn our minds really, to the last things:
death, judgment, heaven, and hell. And really our focus should be, since we all must die
and are destined to judgment, how then we to live?”
        In his Memorandum, Bishop Konderla invites to the faithful to “urge one another
this Halloween to express in every detail of our observance the beauty and depth of the
Feast of All Saints”. “Let us make this year’s celebration”, he says, “an act of true
devotion to God, whose saints give us hope that we too may one day enter into the
Kingdom prepared for God’s holy ones from the beginning of time”.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 27 October
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $ 1,333
2nd  Collection (parish costs):      $ 1,752
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003;  Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

Understanding Change, Loss and Grief
This seminar is suited to individuals or teams who wish to
help others in grief as well as those who wish to better
understand their own grief experiences.
Mon 25 November 5.30 - 8.30pm, Polding Centre
To RSVP or for further information, please contact Leonie
Duck on 0412 497 843 or email
Leonied@catholiccemeteries.com.au

PULPIT POINTS 3 November 2019
• Death Online: Sydney abortion website opens for
business
• 104 - Patricia celebrates
• ‘Born that way’ no more: New study is bad news for
queer theory
• A Father’s love reborn for a daughter
• Movie review: The Addams Family
• A heroic Anglican Archbishop

St Michael’s School Trivia Night
Back by popular demand, this year’s St Michael’s Trivia
Night will be held on Sat 9th November 2019 at Club Ryde
from 7:30pm. It would be great to have a table from St
Michael’s Parish this year again! Tickets are $25 per person -
please see the poster on the Noticeboard outside the Church or
contact Amanda Williamson
(amandawilliamson@tpg.com.au) or Sean van Wyk
(seanvwyk@bigpond.net.au). Lots of prizes available on the
night! We look forward to seeing you there!

Send a Seminarian Home for Christmas.
Please contact the Seminary on 9726 8114 for details on
how to buy raffle tickets or visit our webpage
seminary.org.au/raffle to help send an overseas-born
Seminarian Home for Christmas with his family. The
draw will take place at Redemptoris Mater Missionary
Seminary, 106 Gurney Rd Chester Hill on 24th November
2019

Bookshop Sales and Administrative
Assistant
An opportunity is available for a suitable Sales and
Administrative Assistant to work for the Mustard Seed
Bookshop. You can view these positions at
https://catholicjobsonline.com.au/job/bookshop-sales-and-
administrative-assistant-the-mustard-seed-bookshop/
Applications for this position closes on Friday
8 November 2019.

  Playgroup
St Michael's Meadowbank Playgroup is back for Term 4!

    Please join us in the Parish Hall at 9.15am- 11am on
    Thursdays for a morning of free play, craft, songs,
    stories and outside play. Cost is $2 and bring a piece
    of fruit to share. Everyone is welcome!

   Upcoming themes include
   7 Nov- Let's cook (join us to make pizza and ice cookies)

    14 Nov- Community Helpers (Fire truck visit- subject to
              emergency)
    21 Nov- Our School (great for Kindy 2020 children!)

Upcoming Friday SPaRs (Stop, Pray and Reflect)

Vinnies Night Patrol training- 8 November 2019
Would you like to volunteer for Vinnies van with our community?

    Come along to training in the parish meeting room from 2pm-
    3.20pm. Please RSVP ASAP to family educator as paperwork needs
    to be completed beforehand.
    For further information on Playgroup or SPaR, contact our School's
    Family Educator, Kirrily McDermott on

kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au or her Facebook
    page, Family, Faith and Wellbeing at St Michael’s  Meadowbank.

  Healing and Forgiveness Retreat
 A One Day retreat has been organised for parents and

    parishioners in the Ryde area. The theme of the day will be
    healing and forgiveness and includes testimony from
    2 inspiring speakers.
    When: Wednesday 4 December
    Where: Holy Name of Mary Parish Hall, 3 Mary St,
    Hunters Hill.
    Time: Everybody is welcome to attend the  Parish Mass at
    9am first or the day begins at 9.35am in the hall and finishes
    at 2.30pm
    Cost: $10
    RSVP: Wednesday 27 November - Please leave your name and
    $10 in an envelope at the parish or school office. Hope to see you
    there. Kirrily McDermott (Family Educator at St Michael’s
    Primary School)
    For more information please email me at

kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au

Build English for work or study
*no cost for eligible students
Want to build your reading, writing and speaking skills to
help you get a job?
Need basic computing skills for work or study? Thinking
of returning to study, but want to develop your language
skills?
Our range of full and short courses at Meadowbank TAFE
will help you achieve your goals.
To express your interest contact
nsi.foundationenquiries@tafensw.edu.au
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into

hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the
world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week      (4 - 10 November 2019)

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:00PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke Glen Pereira

Aneela Pereira

1 Henaa Jawher
2 Joseph J K
3 Liz Paricka
4 Mark Pereira
5 Pam Keenan
6 Paul Thambyah

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley Judith Orrock
Gemma Evesson

Joseph D'Mello
Marie Bennett

10:00AM Joel Tabuso Nelyn Gasataya
Leony Hamor

1 Connie Buttigieg
2 Danima Grace
3 Darryle Fernandes
4 Devonna Gonsalves
5 Felicity Donnelly
6 Celeste Villarente

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

St Michael’s
Church, Meadow-

Feasts & Saints of the Week
Mon 4 Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop
Sat 9 DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN
BASILICA Feast

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.

Changes of Mass Times Starting on Advent
1.Permanent Vigil Mass Time will start on 30th November,
Saturday at 5:30pm.
2.Tuesday Mass will be at 9:15am permanently starting 3rd
December (no more 8:15am Mass).

CWF APPEAL. 2-3 November 2019.  Please
support the Charitable Works Fund. Your give will
support the marginalised, heal broken families,
share the Gospel with our Catholic Deaf
Community  www.cwf.org.au  Ph 1800 753 959

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:15pm-4.45pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Mass for Catechists: Every 1st Tuesday at 8:15am
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: Mass at 7:00pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

No individual Mass Offerings
for the whole month of November.
Parish Morning Tea on 17th
November, Sunday after the 10 am
mass. Organized by the Catechists.

Baptism on 3 November, Sunday at 10am
Child:  Shaun Randell Villanueva
Parents:  Richard Kun & Sheryl Ann Villanueva
Child:  Christian Anthony Desnica
Parents:  Grgo & Kathryn Anna Desnica

Attention Catechists. The final meeting for
2019 will be held on Tuesday 5th November 2019
from 11 am in the Fr Alt meeting room.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers We
have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers,
clean and vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We
always need more help. Contact Marie Bennett on
0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about $100
per week. Please consider donating to the Altar
Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or
can be made through the Parish Office.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish planned
giving.

Piety Stall will be open after all
masses this weekend.

Church Cleaners Roster for November
Cherise Cavalleri, Reny Ng & Christina Spadaro-
Dutturi
LINEN: Prescilla Luzon VACUUM: Anto Ambrose


