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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C/1
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Ps 83: 10-11
Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face of
your anointed one; one day within
your courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come
to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish
it were blazing already! There is a
baptism I must still receive, and
how great is my distress till it is
over!
‘Do you suppose that I am here to
bring peace on earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division. For from now
on a household of five will be
divided: three against two and
two against three; the father
divided against the son, son
against father, mother against
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’

1st Reading:.
Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10
'Do not let the prophet die'
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 39(40):2-4,18

Lord, come to my aid!

2nd Reading:
Hebrews 12:1-4
We should keep running steadily in
the race we have started

Gospel Acclamation:
John 10:27
Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says
the Lord; I know them, and they
follow me. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 12:49-53
How I wish it were blazing
already!

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 129: 7
With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.

Luke 12:49-53

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
When we are young our sense of morals isn’t quite yet established, so a
much-loathed element of parenting is the need to say no to children – rather
frequently! As children we didn’t like to be told no regardless of how unreasonable our requests actually were. Now, as adults, we finally understand
why correction was and is still necessary. However, some things have remained the same because now we really, really, don’t like being told no.
When parents attempt to correct their children’s behaviour they do so with
a long-term view, which is to properly form their consciences. Ultimately
this aims to help the children distinguish between right and wrong, which
establishes their moral foundation for life, rather than adjust a single isolated
behaviour. However, this exercise is not without limits as the corrective
process mostly happens at the external forum.
As children, my siblings and I often wondered if our parents had the gift
of supernatural insight to see through everything we did. However, there
were still a few ‘secrets’ which even they were not privy to. After all, parents – or anyone else for that matter – can only deal with our visible conduct. While they may draw some conclusions based on our tendencies and
habits, still no one has access to anyone else’s inner sanctum. All they can
do, therefore, is to deal with the external symptoms rather than the interior
motivation or intention. Consequently, without self-knowledge and genuine
interior conversion, correction merely delays the next wrongful act until the
corrector’s authority diminishes.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr Emmanuel Seo
Email: emmanuel.seo@sydneycatholic.org

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Other Ministry Leaders
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
This explains why formation is harder for the old than the young, because once
physical maturity brings greater autonomy and independence we are much less
inclined to listen or be obedient. Alas, many mistake this to be synonymous with
freedom, but the two cannot be confused. Genuine freedom makes us truly free –
e.g. while difficult, virtuous acts make us free. On the other hand, autonomy
merely increases our ‘freedom of choice’ but does not guarantee ‘true freedom’,
because we can never be free when we choose to do evil.
Generally speaking, despite having to endure constant supervision and the
yoke of obedience, we feel freer as children than as adults. A part of the reason is
because mostly we learn to do what is right when we are young. On the other
hand, unless we internalise the good we learn, once the authority figures (e.g.
parents) are out of the picture, our moral compass may suddenly take a plunge.
No one tells us what to do anymore, so we do what we want to, misperceiving
this as freedom. But without proper conversion and internalisation of the good,
autonomy is more likely to cause despair than genuine joy. For being free to sin
is not being free at all. Likewise, a pro-choice culture is autonomous but far from
being free. For one cannot be authentically free at the cost of another’s freedom.
All this brings us to a need for self-examination and reflection, both of which
are to do with our internal forum. Most importantly, this must be done with Jesus
Christ and his Church’s teachings as the moral authority (C.f. Mt 16:19, 18:18),
the standard by which our inner conversion takes place. As our faith deepens, Jesus Christ reveals himself more clearly to us. At the same time, since we are
made in the image of God, the Lord reveals us to ourselves. And this allows for a
profound reflection and acknowledgement of what motivates our actions and behaviours. Because the matter between God and us is of internal forum, we are no
longer merely correcting the external symptoms but allowing the Lord to transform and convert the interior soul. Suffice it to say, the process of conversion is
arduous, since naturally we grow less familiar with the concept of obedience. But
if we humbly allow Christ to initiate this necessary interior ‘division’, it will bear
the fruit of spiritual maturity.
“Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division.” Christ’s truth penetrates our conscience and transforms our inner
being, causing division within as we must struggle against the worldly desires
and pleasures. However, if we obey his eternal truth and persevere in our growing pains, the fire of the Holy Spirit shall burn brightly through our faithful witness.
“I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing
already!”

Catholic Cemeteries and Crematoria: Father’s
Day Mass 2019 (1 Sept)
A Special Mass to remember the Fathers and Grandfathers we love.
10:30am Chapel of Reflection, Liverpool Cemetery and the Pavilion,
Kemps Creek Cemetery
12:00pm Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel, Rookwood Catholic Cemetery
Following Mass, please join us for Morning Tea

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 11 August
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1,027
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,554
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

Retreat Extended Weekend:

(Fri-Mon) 27-30
September 2019 - $345. Lifting the Veil - Living in Liminal
Space: Fr John Armstrong. This retreat is a time for us to stop and
listen to where God’s spirit is moving in life. It allows a waypoint
in which we can discover the thin space where heaven touches
the earth. It will allow us the opportunity to retell our own sacred
story and the moments where we have encountered God along
the way. Come, relax and enjoy God in tranquillity at St. Mary’s
Towers Retreat Centre, Douglas Park, N.S.W. RSVP Ph: (02)
46300233 or Email contact@towersretreat.org.au website:
http://towersretreat.org.au

Ecumenism in Australia, Yesterday and
Today. The Commission for Ecumenical and Interfaith
Relations in the Archdiocese of Sydney invites you to a
special lecture reflecting on Pope John Paul II’s
Ecumenical Encyclical, Ut Unum Sint ( That They May Be
One). We will discuss the Encyclical, its call to action and
ask ourselves how far have we come and how far have we
still to go.
Speakers: Fr Gerard Kelly, Catholic Institute of Sydney
Mr Thomas Westenberg, Commission for Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations, Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Location: The Peter Cosgrove Centre, Level 18, The
Tenison Woods House, 8-20 Napier Street, MacKillop
Campius, Australian Catholic University, North Sydney
Date: Thursday 29 August 2019
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm
Bookings essential for catering purposes:
www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=536172&

Installation of Fr James as Parish Priest of
Cronulla on 23 August - All Welcome.
Fr James is looking forward to reconnect and see you all
in his solemn installation as the 9th Parish Priest of
Cronulla on Friday 23 August at 6:30pm at St Aloysius
Catholic Church, Cronulla. Please come and make the
journey to visit Fr James at Cronulla in this important
moment of his life.

Pulpit Points 18 August 2019
• THANK YOU to all the NSW politicians who voted for life
• How millennials are connecting with the Church
• Berala celebrates
• Francis’s letter to priests
• Movie review: Unplanned
• Spring Reading Guide

Stand for Life Rally against proposed
Abortion Laws The NSW Parliament is about to
legislate for abortion on demand till birth, one of the most
extreme abortion laws in the world. The Bill was pushed
through the Legislative Assembly and will be debated in
the Legislative Council from Tuesday, 20 August. Join us
in peaceful protest against this radical proposed
legislation.
DATE: Tuesday 20 August.
WHERE: Martin Place (Macquarie Street side)
TIME: 6pm until 9pm (including vigil outside NSW
Parliament)
Under this Bill:
- Children can be aborted for any reason right up till the
final moments of a pregnancy;
- Amendments to protect children who survive botched
abortions attempts were defeated;
- There are no safeguards to prevent targeted abortion
based on gender or disability;
- Doctors and medical staff are compelled to participate
(by referral) in the taking of an innocent life. This Bill was
ambushed on Parliament, with no consultation, in an
attempt to curb community backlash. This is our last
opportunity to fight against this extremist Bill.

Listen With The Soul

- Six Day Retreat

September 16 - 23
“When you listen with the soul you come into the rhythm of the
universe.” This quote from John O’Donohue sets the scene for a
spiritual Journey. Fr Kevin Dance and Sr Jill Dance will lead
participants into an experience of inner prayer. An opportunity for
group sharing, also times for deep silence, healing and
reconciliation.
Single Ensuite room $650 Shared facilities $550
Where: St Clement’s Retreat Centre Galong, NSW
Bookings Email: info@stclement.com.au

Vocations Enquiry Day with Capuchin Friars Saturday 24 August (2-7pm)
Young men (18-35) are invited to come and hear
about vocations to the priesthood and consecrated
religious life. The Capuchins will host this opportunity to hear about our way of life, to pray, and have
your questions answered. St Fiacre’s Parish Hall (top
of the driveway at 98 Catherine Street, Leichhardt).
Concludes with dinner. For those who would like,
there will be the optional opportunity to then go out
on the Friars’ Van – which is a Capuchin ministry to
the homeless in Sydney. To register, contact Fr Thomas: 0432 362 052 or
vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au

Page 3

●

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

The Parish Bulletin

Roster: 24 / 25 August 2019
Time

5:00PM
Vigil

8:00AM

10:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Vinodh Stanley

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

Colleen Maguire
Prescilla Luzon

Jo-anne Peters
Gemma Evesson

John Fillion &
Joel Tabuso

Liturgy for this week

Joan D'souza
Jonathan Ling

1 Prescilla Luzon
2 Sue Metzmacher
3 Sunitha Victor
4 Aurita Borges
5 Rita D’Mello
6 Robyn Meehan
Agnes Aldana
Judith Orrock
1 Celeste Villarente
2 Gloria Divine
3 Felicity Donnelly
4 Maureen Richardson
5 Lala Tabuso
6 Joel Tabuso

(19-25 Aug 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:15pm-4.45pm (AEST)

Devotions:
Mass for Catechists: Every 1st Tuesday at 8:15am
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

Piety Stall

will be open after all masses this weekend.
Confirmation Gifts and Cards now on sale.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the Altar Society.
Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made through the
Parish Office.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Recently Deceased: Peter Grealy & Sr Rosanne O’Shea
Mass of Remembrance for Gloria Galecio
Mass of Remembrance for Lorenzo & Rosalina
Masilungan
Mass of Remembrance for Domingo & Consolacion
Luzon
Mass of Remembrance for Mary & Caridad Dias
Note: Only One Mass Offering is permitted per day.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 19 Saint John Eudes, Priest
Tue 20 Saint Bernard, Abbot, Doctor
Wed 21 Saint Pius X, Pope
Thu 22 Our Lady, Mother and Queen
Fri 23 Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin
Sat 24 SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE Feast

Requests for Prayers
Death Anniversary of Eileen Scott
Wedding of Andrew Walker & Jessica
O'Keeffe on 24th August, Saturday at
3:30pm. Fr Peter Guy to Celebrate.

St Michael’s Feast Day
We will be celebrating the feast of St.Michaels on the
29th of September, Sunday this year. Morning teas
planned for 1st week of September and October will be
cancelled and we will get together on the feast day after
the 10 am mass. A talent show will be hosted for the
young in age and young at heart. You can play an instrument, sing a song, mimic or exhibit any talent that
you are blessed with. Duration of each performance is 3
mins and one person can participate in 1 individual and
1 group performance. We welcome each one of you to
reserve your diaries and join us either to exhibit your
talent or to encourage the participants. Watch out this
space for more details on the registration in the coming
weeks!!

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
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