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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C/1
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Ps 69: 2, 6
O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.

A man in the crowd said to Jesus,
‘Master, tell my brother to give me a
share of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’
he replied, ‘who appointed me your
judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?’
Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be
on your guard against avarice of any
kind, for a man’s life is not made
secure by what he owns, even when he
has more than he needs.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘There
was once a rich man who, having had
a good harvest from his land, thought
to himself, “What am I to do? I have
not enough room to store my crops.”
Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will pull down my barns and
build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in them,
and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things
laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have
a good time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This very night the
demand will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose
will it be then?” So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself
in place of making himself rich in the sight of God.’

1st Reading:.
Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23
Vanity of vanities; all is vanity

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17

In every age, O Lord,
you have been our
refuge.

2nd Reading:
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11
You must look for the things that
are in heaven, where Christ is

Gospel Acclamation:
Matt 5:3
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 12:13-21
Fool! This very night your soul
will be demanded of you

Communion Antiphon:
Wis 16: 20
You have given us, O Lord,
bread from heaven, endowed
with all delights and sweetness
in every taste.
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Luke 12:13-21

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Life is God’s greatest gift to us. For without life nothing matters, nothing
has meaning. However it is easy to overlook this fact, since it is practically
impossible for us to imagine our own non-existence. No matter how hard we
try, the very act of imagining requires a subject (i.e. me). Therefore, a being
already in existence cannot adequately fathom what it means to not exist.
Likewise, we who already have life don’t quite understand what it means to
not have life, because our opinions are inevitably shaped by the undeniable
truth of our existence. However, as we already enjoy this gift of life which is
an absolute good, there are many who, despite having life, are deprived of
their rights to it simply because some others (often with power) are imagining and choosing their non-existence. This was the case for the countless
atrocities in human history, where wars and massacres were legitimised, and
many innocent victims were denied existence by those who were more powerful. Unfortunately, while we unapologetically express our disdain towards
the tyrants and dictators – the Herods, Pilates and Hitlers – and breathe a
sigh of relief for living in a relatively peaceful era, an incomparable number
of lives are being denied, not just by a few deplorable characters but by
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

Reflection Continued
societies, governments and public opinions (In the U.S. alone, 55 million
lives are lost to abortion each year compared to 400000 total lives lost during World War II).
As you may be aware, a bill is about to be put forward for debate in NSW
parliament (Tue, 6th Aug – not much time!) which, if passes, would see
abortion made legal in NSW up until birth. Aside from the grave matter
itself, what is also alarming is that this was being planned and organised
behind closed doors by those with an agenda to legalise it. So while Victoria and Tasmania had at least allowed for months of public consultation
and debates in parliament, in NSW, this was abruptly announced only last
week, as if to deliberately prevent the citizens from having their say. As
concerning as the process is, the proposed change to the law is even more
troubling:
- If passed, the bill would allow abortion right up to birth, for any
reason, if two doctors agree.
- It makes no mention of, nor provides any support for women who
find themselves distressed and unsupported in their pregnancy, and
feel as if they have no option other than abortion.
- It provides no protection for women experiencing violence
(According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safety
Survey, 48 per cent of women who report violence from a former
partner were abused during pregnancy, as are 18 per cent of women
who report violence from a current partner.)
- It will leave unborn children and distressed pregnant women even
more at risk.
- It will require Catholic (and other) doctors and hospitals to
collaborate by either taking part in the abortion or referring to
someone who will, so it is another attack upon the conscience rights
of Catholics and others.
Politicians have been given a conscience vote on this issue, which means
our views must be expressed by Tuesday. I encourage you all to contact
the local MP Victor Dominello (9808 3288, ryde@parliament.nsw.gov.au) to
vote against this bill. We have also prepared an information sheet as well
as a petition to be signed at the end of each Mass. Please do take an active
part, so we can show our support for the unborn who, like us, have been
gifted with life so precious and loved that Jesus died for them too.
In most, if not all cases, I believe it is not life itself which is being hated
but some other grave problem, for which the elimination of life seems to
be the only way out. What the Catholic Church and our community aims
to provide is hope and support for these women in their time of anguish, so
our help can be their last resort instead of choosing non-existence for an
already existing life. As for anyone who has in the past been involved, remember too, that God’s mercy is greater than anything we can imagine. If
you have been wounded by an experience of abortion, here is a helpful
link (http://rachelsaus.blogspot.com/, info@rachelsvineyard.org.au). Sacrament of Reconciliation and private chats also available at the parish. Let
us pray to Christ in the womb of Mary, that He who filled his unborn
cousin John with the Holy Spirit may also fill our hearts with the joy and
appreciation of life.
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Collections Update from 28 July
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1,116
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1,662
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

Stand for Life (From the Archbishop)
As the NSW parliament prepares to debate a bill decriminalising
abortion until birth next week, I encourage you to demonstrate your
opposition to these proposed laws through witness, action and
prayer and fasting. Together we can put genuine pressure on our
politicians to stand for life and reject a bill which serves the
interests of the abortion industry and leaves unborn children and
unsupported pregnant women at greater risk.
Local politician to contact:

ryde@parliament.nsw.gov.au
In front of Parliament House:
Rally: on Monday 5 Aug at 12:30pm.
Vigil for Life: from 1:30pm Monday to midnight Wed 7
Aug.
At St. Mary’s Cathedral:
65 hours of Adoration from Monday 5 Aug 1:30pm to
6:30am Thu 8 Aug.

Pulse Pro-Life
Pulse is a pro-life training weekend held on August
23rd to 25th for young adults, being co-hosted by Sydney Catholic Youth and LifeChoice Australia. Over the
weekend you will learn everything from abortion apologetics, to pregnancy counselling basics and media training. This is your chance to educate yourself to be a
voice for our unborn brothers and sisters! For more
information and register see the link below:
all the team from
Sydney Catholic Youth on (02) 9307 8152.

Jesus Light of the World Communities
Formation day on Saturday 17 August 2019:
From 9.00am - 4.00pm
Venue: St Joseph Parish Hall, Walz St, Rockdale NSW
Speaker: Rev Fr Tony Alex MGL ACT
Morning & afternoon tea will be served. All welcome.
Enquires: Helen: 0488 037 631 or Ida : 0424 267 500
E: Jlow community@gmail.com www.jlowcom.org

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and
download from the Parish Website. If you use a google calendar,
you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the +
button on the homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Charitable Works Fund Parish Appeal
CWF Parish Appeal, this weekend 3rd and 4th August
2019. The Development and Fundraising Office turns to
you for your continued support in facilitating this appeal.
Your assistance helps raise funds for many of our
important works across the Archdiocese of Sydney,
including providing family counselling, sharing the
gospel to youth, forming our seminarians, outreach to
Aboriginal communities and support for our Cathoilc
deaf community. The agencies which provide the above
services includes CatholicCare, the Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, our
seminaries and the Ephpheta Centre.
Safeguarding: Keeping Our Communities Safe
We have developed a Listening to You card, which is
available in all our parishes to provide guidance for
those wishing to make a complaint. For assistance,
please contact
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or visit
www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-childprotecti

Vocations Enquiry Day with Capuchin Friars.
Saturday 24 August (2-7pm). Young men (18-35) are invited
to come and hear about the life and vocations of the priesthood
and consecrated religious life. It’s at St Fiacre’s Parish Hall.
For those who would like, there will be the optional
opportunity to then go out on the Friars’ Van – which is a
Capuchin ministry to the homeless in Sydney. Contact Father
Thomas: 0432 362 052 or vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au

Ignite Conference
For the first time ever this October 3-6, Ignite Conference will be held in Sydney. The conference
draws together a network of high schoolers, young
adults, ministry leaders, families, teachers, priests
and religious from around the country, sending
them out with a passion for mission and authentic
faith in Jesus.
Students from all Sydney Catholic Schools are offered a 50% discount and special packages for
families are available as well. For more information,
www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19/

TAX RECEIPTS for FY2019 are ready for
collection at the back of the church.
Chorister for a Day
St Mary's Cathedral invites boys aged between 6
and 8 to be a 'Chorister for a day' on Saturday
21st September. Meet the Choristers, find out
about Chorister life and perform with the
Choristers.To register your son or for more information, please contact our Music Administrator at
music@stmaryscathedral.org.au or by phoning
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Roster: 10 / 11 August 2019
Time

5:00PM
Vigil

8:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Meynardo Talisayon

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

Carol Maher
Brian Maher

Gregory Cheng
Jo-anne Peters

Joel Tabuso

10:00AM

Charlene Harrison
Jeremy Billings

Liturgy for this week
Sacraments:

1 David Doring
2 Gemma Martin
3 Henaa Jawher
4 Joseph J K
5 Liz Paricka
6 Mark Pereira
Charlene Harrison
Jeremy Billings
1 Gloria Divine
2 Joan D'souza
3 Joel Tabuso
4 Lala Tabuso
5 Maureen Richardson
6 Celeste Villarente

(5 - 11 Aug 2019)

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:15pm-4.45pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Mass for Catechists: Every 1st Tuesday at 8:15am
Prayer for Priests: Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday
Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass
(except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: (with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays
after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to
Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School
Term)
Piety Stall will be open after Mass this
weekend 4th August 2019.
St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank
Please follow us online

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Mass of Remembrance for Mathai MD
Mass of Remembrance for Aleyamma Thomas
Mass of Remembrance for Anthony Menezes
Mass of Remembrance for Ty Bee Hong
Note: Only One Mass Offering is permitted per day.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 5 Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary
Major
Tue 6 The Transfiguration of the Lord, Feast
Wed 7 Saints Sixtus II, Pope, & his Companions,
Martyrs Saint Cajetan, Priest
Thu 8 Saint Dominic, Priest
Fri 9 Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith
Stein), Virgin, Martyr

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who
arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the
church on a weekly basis. We always need
more help. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447
830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost about
$100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at
the church doors or can be made through
the Parish Office.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to
teach and provided all teaching materials to make you
a successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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