
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 42: 1-2
Give me justice, O God,
and plead my cause against a
nation that is faithless. From
the deceitful and cunning rescue
me, for you, O God, are my
strength.

1st Reading:.Isaiah 43:16-21
See, I am doing a new deed, and I
will give my chosen people drink

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 125(126)

The Lord has done
great things for us; we

are filled with joy.

2nd Reading:
Philippians 3:8-14
I look on everything as so much
rubbish if only I can have Christ

Gospel Acclamation:
Joel 2:12-13
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
With all your heart turn to me,
for I am tender and
compassionate.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel: John 8:1-11
'Let the one among you who has
not sinned be the first to throw a
stone'

Communion Antiphon:
Has no one condemned you,
woman? No one, Lord.
Neither shall I condemn you.
From now on, sin no more.
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Gospel 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At
daybreak he appeared in the Temple
again; and as all the people came to him,
he sat down and began to teach them.
    The scribes and Pharisees brought a
woman along who had been caught
committing adultery; and making her
stand there in full view of everybody,
they said to Jesus, ‘Master, this woman
was caught in the very act of committing
adultery, and Moses has ordered us in
the Law to condemn women like this to
death by stoning. What have you to say?’
They asked him this as a test, looking for

something to use against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the
ground with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he looked up and
said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a
stone at her.’ Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they
heard this they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus
was left alone with the woman, who remained standing there. He looked up
and said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’
she replied. ‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and do not sin
any more.’
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John 8:1-11
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5th Sunday of Lent C/1

Reflection on Veiling Statues by Father James McCarthy
It has been the custom of the Catholic Church to veil
the crosses and the images of the saints from the
5th Sunday of Lent until the Easter Vigil. This has
been, and still is, one of the defining characteristics of
the final two weeks of Lent.
In many churches throughout the world, crosses and
statues are veiled and will remain veiled for two full
weeks. The Catholic Encyclopedia describes this
custom as follows: “Before Vespers of Saturday
preceding Passion Sunday [i.e. the 5th Sunday of
Lent] the crosses, statues, and pictures of our Lord
and of the saints on the altar and throughout the church, with the sole
exception of the crosses and pictures of the Way of the Cross, are to be
covered with a violet veil, not translucent, nor in any way ornamented. The
crosses remain covered until after the solemn unveiling of the principal
crucifix on Good Friday. The statues and pictures retain their covering, no
matter what feast may occur, until the Gloria of Holy Saturday.”
Why does the Church veil the cross in these final days of Lent, a time when
she is most intent on meditating upon the Lord's passion?
The Mystical Interpretation: Benedictine Abbot Gueranger gives a
mystical interpretation of the Gospel used to read on the 5th Sunday: As
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
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4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am –  Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw

Children’s Liturgy -  Cindy Francis

Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer -
Lou Temprosa
St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658  Fax: 9807 2330

Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank
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Reflection ….CONTINUED

Christ hid himself from the rage of the Jewish authorities (John 8:59), so now
he is hidden from the world in preparation for the mysteries of his passion.
“The interpreters of the liturgy tell us that this ceremony of veiling the
crucifix and statues during Passiontide, expresses the humiliation to which
our Saviour subjected Himself, of hiding Himself when the Jews threatened
to stone Him [Cf. John 8:46-59, They took up stones therefore to cast at him.
But Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple].
The Spiritual Interpretation: We may be surprised that the images of the
Cross are covered during the last two weeks of Lent, when our focus should
be on the Cross of Christ. However, when we recognize that we venerate the
Cross not so much as an symbol of victory but as an instrument of
humiliation and suffering, we then understand the spiritual realities which are
conveyed through the covering of the crosses.
In his passion, the divinity of Jesus was almost totally hidden, so great was
his suffering. Likewise, his humanity was obscured – so much so that he
could say through his prophet: I am a worm and no man (Psalm 21:7). The
face and whole body of Jesus were so disfigured by the blows and scourges
that Jesus was barely recognizable! Thus, the wounds he endured hid both is
divinity and his humanity. For this reason we veil the crosses in these final
days of Lent – hiding our Saviour under the sad purple cloth.
The Historical Interpretation: Rev Dr. Edward McNamara, a professor of
liturgy states the following: The veiling of the cross and statues “probably
derives from a custom, noted in Germany from the ninth century, of
extending a large cloth before the altar from the beginning of Lent. This
cloth, called the ‘Hungertuch’ (hunger cloth), hid the altar entirely from the
faithful during Lent and was not removed until during the reading of the
Passion on Holy Wednesday at the words ‘the veil of the temple was rent in
two. Many authors maintain that covering the altar was a remnant of the
ancient practice of public penance in which the penitents were ritually
expelled from the church at the beginning of Lent. After the ritual of public
penance fell into disuse — but the entire congregation symbolically entered
the order of penitents by receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday — it was no
longer possible to expel them from the church. Rather, the altar or ‘Holy of
Holies’ was shielded from view until they were reconciled to God at the
celebration of Easter.
“For analogous motives, later in the Middle Ages, the images of crosses and
saints were also covered from the start of Lent. The rule of limiting this
veiling to Passiontide came later and does not appear until the publication of
the Bishops' Ceremonial of the 17th century.”
Another possibility?
It may be possible that the Church covers images during these days, for the
same reason that we refrain from offering Mass on Good Friday. Namely, in
this time in which we mystically enter into the historical realities of Jesus’
final days, it is not fitting to have the image, sign or sacrament of the Cross
presented fully to the faithful.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

PULPIT POINTS 7-April
• Sophia’s on top of the world
• New Notre Dame Vice Chancellor
• Meet the world’s best teacher
• We won’t budge on confession
• Movie review: Wonder Park
• What’s with Ringgate?

Lenten Stations of the Cross will occur
every Friday during Lent at 12pm and 7pm. All Welcome.
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Change of Mass Time for Saturdays
After wide consultation, the Parish has agreed to move the
Saturday evening Mass time (outside of daylight saving)
from 6pm to 5pm, to assist families and the elderly get home in
some light during the winter months. This change will come into
effect from Palm Sunday (Saturday 13 April). There will be no
5pm Mass on Saturday 20 April as the Easter Vigil will be at
7.30pm. From 27 April until 5 October 2019, Mass on Saturday
evenings will be at 5pm with confessions prior.
Tuesday morning Mass will now be scheduled at 9.15am with
the first Tuesday of the month scheduled at 8.15am.

Jesuit Refugee Service Lent Foodbank:
6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things to help Refugees in
Sydney.  Lent is a time for reflecting on the enormous sacrifice
our Lord made on Good Friday. It's also a time for making
sacrifices of our own. One of the purest sacrifices you can make is
showing compassion to those in need.  Fleeing a home that is no
longer safe is one of the most difficult decisions a person can
make. It’s much harder when you are forced to live below the
poverty line in a country you wish to make your home.
Unfortunately this isa reality facing many who are seeking asylum
in Australia—people who often find it difficult to afford basic
food, goods and groceries.That’s where Jesuit Refugee Service
(JRS) comes in. But we need your help.
JRS invites all parishioners to join the Lenten Foodbank program:
“6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things”
Our foodbank provides much needed fresh food and groceries to
over 350 individuals and families every month. Foodbank is not
your usual food donation service. At JRS we don’t make hampers
for our clients, but rather allow them to choose their own groceries.
We stock our shelves and our fridge like a supermarket, meaning
people are able to do their own ‘shopping’. We have identified six
staple items that are most frequently requested. Each week
parishioners are encouraged to bring in the one designated item to
deposit in the back of the church in the boxes provided.
Thanks for your generosity, just one item a week makes such a
difference. Your contribution can help JRS to accompany, serve,
and advocate for these families.
Week 2 Basmati Rice/ a Can of Tuna in Oil; Week 3 Cooking Oil;
Week 4 Tinned Tomatoes;  Week 5 Chickpeas; Week 6 Red
Kidney Beans

Fr Richard Leonard S.J. will talk about the
“Challenges of Easter” on Tuesday, 16th of April at 7.30pm.
Fr Richard is known for his dynamic presentations and in-
services around the world and is the author of a number of
thought provoking books including “Where the Hell is God?”
Don’t miss this opportunity to witness an amazing speaker!
All Welcome! Enquiries:    9874 2533    36 Hillview Rd.
Eastwood

HOLY WEEK
TIMETABLE 2019
Palm Sunday 13/14 April

 Masses start in school playground
with Blessing & Procession of Palms)

5pm - Vigil Mass on Saturday
8am and 10am - Masses on Sunday

Holy Monday 15 April
9.15am – Communion Service

Holy Tuesday 16 April
9.15am – Mass

Holy Wednesday 17 April
9.15am Mass

9.45am - Divine Mercy Chaplet
7.30pm: Communal 2nd Rite of Penance (St Charles

Church, Ryde -  All Welcome)
Holy Thursday 18 April

(No Morning Parish Mass)
10.30am Chrism Mass (St Mary’s Cathedral)

7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Please return Project Compassion Boxes)

Adoration continues until 11pm
Good Friday 19 April

10am Stations of the Cross
(Includes Collection for the Holy Land)

11am to 12pm – Confessions available
11am – Servers/Acolytes Practice

2.30pm Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
3pm Service of the Lord’s Passion

(Includes Collection for the Holy Land)
Holy Saturday 20 April

9:15am The Seven Sorrows of our Sorrowful
Mother

10am – Servers/Acolyte Practice
7:30pm…Easter Vigil

(Candles will be provided.
No entry to the Church prior to Mass

Mass will start in carpark with Paschal Fire)
Easter Offerings for Priests in Other Ministries.

9.30pm – Easter Supper  (Parish Hall – please bring food
to share.)

Easter Sunday 21 April
Masses: 8am and 10am

Includes Easter Offerings for Priests

CHOIR PRACTICE.  Singing practice for our
Easter Services (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter
Vigil) will be on Friday 5th and 12th after stations of the
cross at the church. All most welcome to come and join us!

Lenten Stations of the Cross:
Fridays in Lent at 12pm & 7pm

Please bring Palms.  Next Sunday is Palm
Sunday.  If you have any palms, please drop them outside the
Parish House anytime this week.
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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Liturgy for this week             (8 - 14 April 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm
Devotions:  Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
              Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

The Piety Stall  will be open after all masses this weekend.
EASTER CARDS are now on sale.

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

1 Arthur Lee
2 Prescilla Luzon
Gospel Narrator:
Sunitha Victor
Other: Josh Martin

Gemma Martin
Liz Paricka

8:00AM Vinodh Stanley

1 Agnes Aldana
2 Odette Sequeira
Gospel Narrator:
Chris Twomey
Other: Nick Radice

Norman Fairbairn
Mel Talisayon

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

1 Kathleen Ryan
2 Nelyn Gasataya
Gospel Narrator:
Maureen Richardson
Other:
Francis Mawuko

Connie Buttigieg
Danima Grace

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.

Roster sheets for Easter Liturgies are
available at rear of church Acolytes, EOMHC, Readers
and Altar Servers are invited to add their names where
they are able to assist. The completed roster sheets will
be posted in the notice board next week.

Liturgy Volunteers needed
We are looking for volunteers to conduct children's
liturgy as a leader or a helper for the Sunday 10.00 am
Mass.
It involves introducing gospel to children in a manner
that is fun and easy to understand. Materials will be
provided to the liturgist. If interested, kindly contact the
children's liturgy coordinator Cindrella Francis
0481320454 or the Parish office

St Michael’s Catholic Primary
Kindergarten 2020 Enrolments
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten 2020 are
currently being accepted. Enrolment packs can be
obtained from the school office. Packs can also be
mailed out - simply call the school office (9808 2658).

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 2019
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy
Land takes place on Good Friday. This collection promotes the
missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing
welfare assistance to local Christians in areas such as health,
education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages
and medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on
assistance from the Good Friday collection. The collection is also
used to maintain over 70 churches and shrines associated with the
life of Iesus. Last year, Australian Catholics donated $1.4 million
to this cause, despite tough economic times, rural droughts and
increasing cost of living which put a strain on family budgets and
financial resources. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Please
remember the Christians of the Holy Land again on this Good
Friday. Please also pray that peace and harmony will become a
reality in the birthplace of lesus, the ’Prince of Peace’.

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
8.15am - Tuesday: Communion Service
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy)

Fr James is away on Pilgrimage until
12 April A series of priests, including Fr Alt and Fr
Camilleri will be assisting with Sunday and weekday
Masses while Fr James is in Spain walking the Camino
to the Shrine of St James. Please pray for Fr James and
make our visiting priests feel welcome.

Parish Weekly Mass
Offerings

Tuesday 9th April 2019  9:15am
COMMUNION SERVICE

Wednesday 10th April 2019 9:15am
Fr Alt to Celebrate Mass (No Mass Offering)

Thursday 11th April 2019 9:15
100 Days Death Memorial Mass for Andrew Yip

Friday  12th April 2019 9:15am
Fr Alt to Celebrate Mass (No Mass Offering)

Saturday 13th April 2019 9:15am
COMMUNION SERVICE


