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4th Sunday of Lent C/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 66: 10-11
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who
love her. Be joyful, all who were
in mourning; exult and be
satisfied at her consoling breast.

1st Reading: Joshua 5:9-12
The Israelites celebrate their first
Passover in the Promised Land.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 33(34):2-7
Taste and see the
goodness of the Lord.

2nd Reading:
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
God reconciled himself to us
through Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 15:18
Praise and honour to you, Lord
Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go to my Father
and tell him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and
against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord
Jesus Christ!

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3,11-32
The prodigal son.

Communion Antiphon:
You must rejoice, my son, for
your brother was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and is
found.
Lenten Stations of the Cross:
Fridays in Lent at 12pm & 7pm

Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Gospel

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the
company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they
said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he
spoke this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his
father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate
that would come to me.” So the father divided the
property between them. A few days later, the younger
son got together everything he had and left for a
distant country where he squandered his money on a
life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced
a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the
local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled
his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came
to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they
want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father,
I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to
the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are
going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to
life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house,
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go
in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these
years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me
so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he
comes back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had
been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only
right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to
life; he was lost and is found.”’

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and gather around all
you who love her, be Joyful.”
Today's liturgy begins with this call to rejoice. Today is the
4th Sunday of Lent, but it is also traditionally called Laetare
Sunday – the Sunday of rejoicing. Priests often wear rosecoloured vestments on this day and the church is decorated
with pink and rose colours and even flowers are possible,
unlike the rest of Lent.
Despite what some people think, Lent is a season of joy – it
is a season of rejoicing. We rejoice because we are creatures
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Parish Administrator: Fr James McCarthy
Email: pp@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
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Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
2nd SUN 10 am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10am – Muntia Gouw
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
of God, we rejoice because our salvation is at hand and we rejoice because we are people
of the Kingdom and people of joy.
Throughout Australia, in the last 15 years, the colour pink has become synonymous with
the McGrath Foundation and with Breast Cancer Survivors. We see pink used in cricket,
on water bottles, on signs, on labels, and the list goes on. In the midst of great pain and
suffering, the McGrath Foundation has brought a sense of joy in assisting those
suffering from cancer, and has made it cool for men to wear pink and has created a
culture that cares about women’s health.
The concept of providing joy in the midst of suffering is what the Church reminds us of
today. Our Gospel is one of the great parables – the parable of the Prodigal Son. The
amazing joy that the father shows when his lost son returns is the type of joy we are to
have when we experience pain and suffering. The father, despite experiencing great hurt
when his son demanded his inheritance and wanted to treat his father as if he was dead,
never gave up hope and never lacked that joy that is needed in one’s heart to welcome
back even the most offensive person into our lives.
When people see Catholics, they should see people who are confident, joyful, faithfilled, welcoming and spirit-driven. In recent times, due in large part to various failings
of Church leaders, we as Catholics can become defeatist, negative and lacking in joy or
a missionary spirit. Often it can be easy to give into the temptation of leaving the job of
building the church to someone else. Some prominent politicians have even claimed that
Catholics should walk away from the Church until the Church changes itself.
However, we are all the Church – the laity, the ordained and the religious – together we
are the Church and we are called to help each other to find the joy in our challenges and
find the joy that will bring us back when we have failed like the prodigal son.
What can be done so that our children and grandchildren identify and want to be part of
the joyful life of the Church, even if they have previously chosen to leave or become
inactive with the Church and have maybe acted like the prodigal son by rejecting the
family and church community they have come from?
Without young people in the Church, Christian witness in this country will eventually
disappear. So what can we do?
My parents and grandparents set magnificent examples of faith and Catholic witness,
and so too are parents and grandparents today called to be magnificent examples of faith
and forgiveness, like the Father of the Prodigal Son. My parents and grandparents
showed the example of being involved in the life of the Church throughout my entire
life, and they have helped to make a difference in the Church and in the world. My
family went to Church every week, wherever we were, even when we were on holidays
– and we didn’t criticize or ridicule faith but rather treasured faith as a joy in our lives
because our faith connects us with Jesus Christ. My family was also realistic and honest
– I knew from an early age that the Church was struggling in Australia, but my parents
have always demonstrated that one person can make a difference. I think the greatest
quality that I received from my parents was a positive, joyful and all-embracing
approach to life.
As Catholics in 2019, we need to be positive and joyful about our faith. We need to be
full of God’s joy and we need to be living life to the full and helping others to do the
same. Being a Christian is not just coming to Church for an hour a month or an hour a
week. It is living the ways of Jesus Christ with joy, every moment of every day. It is
choosing to smile, to share the Good News with others, even in the midst of hardship
and difficulties.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 24 March

PULPIT POINTS 31-March

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1034
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$1300
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1476
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$2285
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Once every 10 years he plays Jesus
• Walk for life numbers up
• The Coptic way
• Vatican says vaccinations are OK
• Movie review: Captive State
• Jesuit finds Jesus on the streets

2019 Parish Sacrament Dates
22/23/29/30 June - First Holy Communion
25 August - Combined Confirmation for Northern Deanery at
St Mary’s Cathedral
3 September - Parent Meeting for Reconciliation Program
(Parents of students in Year 2)
27-28 November - First Reconciliation.
Sacraments: Baptisms are scheduled throughout the year and
arranged on various Sundays/Saturday evenings.
Weddings are by arrangement.
Please contact the office for more information or consult the
parish website calendar.

100% COMMUNITY
Michaela is a 21-year-old trainee at Purple
House, a dialysis centre in the Central Desert
for people suffering from kidney disease.
With the support of Caritas partners, Michaela
is helping to build a social enterprise, a
connection to culture and a new outlook for
the chronically ill.
You can donate through Parish boxes and
envelopes, or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

Attention all Liturgical Ministers: New Requirements
The following Parish volunteer roles now require the Parish to
verify a NSW Government Working With Children Check before
a person can commence in the role, even though the role may not
directly involve volunteering with children. The roles are
Ministers of the Altar , Acolytes and Senior Altar Servers),
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Adult
Ministers of the Word (Readers), Parish Counters and Parish
Collectors.
If you are serving in any of these roles and have not yet submitted
a Working with Children Check (WWCC) number to the Parish
Office, please speak with the Parish Office about obtaining a
WWCC from Service NSW and having it verified as soon as
possible.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Lenten Stations of the Cross

will occur
every Friday during Lent at 12pm and 7pm. All Welcome.

Change of Mass Time for Saturdays
After wide consultation, the Parish has agreed to move the
Saturday evening Mass time (outside of daylight saving)
from 6pm to 5pm, to assist families and the elderly get home in
some light during the winter months. This change will come into
effect from Palm Sunday (Saturday 13 April). There will be no
5pm Mass on Saturday 20 April as the Easter Vigil will be at
7.30pm. From 27 April until 5 October 2019, Mass on Saturday
evenings will be at 5pm with confessions prior.
Tuesday morning Mass will now be scheduled at 9.15am with
the first Tuesday of the month scheduled at 8.15am.

Ron Huntley from Divine Renovation Ministry
Sydney Visit. Ron works internationally with Church
leaders to build passion and mission. Ron works with Catholic
parishes around the world through seminars, the Divine
Renovation podcast and a coaching network where he mentors
parish leaders seeking to transform the culture of parishes.
You are invited to the Sydney Book Launch on Sunday 2
April:titled “Unlocking Your Parish: Making Disciples,
Raising Up Leaders with Alpha:
Where: St. Charles Borromeo Parish Hall, Ryde -Sunday 2
April: 7pm-9pm Cost: $15 .
For more information go to https://bit.ly/2UdBsrE

Jesuit Refugee Service Lent Foodbank:
6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things to help Refugees in
Sydney. Lent is a time for reflecting on the enormous sacrifice
our Lord made on Good Friday. It's also a time for making
sacrifices of our own. One of the purest sacrifices you can make is
showing compassion to those in need. Fleeing a home that is no
longer safe is one of the most difficult decisions a person can
make. It’s much harder when you are forced to live below the
poverty line in a country you wish to make your home.
Unfortunately this isa reality facing many who are seeking asylum
in Australia—people who often find it difficult to afford basic
food, goods and groceries.That’s where Jesuit Refugee Service
(JRS) comes in. But we need your help.
JRS invites all parishioners to join the Lenten Foodbank program:
“6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things”
Our foodbank provides much needed fresh food and groceries to
over 350 individuals and families every month. Foodbank is not
your usual food donation service. At JRS we don’t make hampers
for our clients, but rather allow them to choose their own groceries.
We stock our shelves and our fridge like a supermarket, meaning
people are able to do their own ‘shopping’. We have identified six
staple items that are most frequently requested. Each week
parishioners are encouraged to bring in the one designated item to
deposit in the back of the church in the boxes provided.
Thanks for your generosity, just one item a week makes such a
difference. Your contribution can help JRS to accompany, serve,
and advocate for these families.
Week 2 Basmati Rice/ a Can of Tuna in Oil; Week 3 Cooking Oil;
Week 4 Tinned Tomatoes; Week 5 Chickpeas; Week 6 Red
Kidney Beans
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Roster: 6 / 7 April 2019
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Family Vigil
Youth Readers

Brian Maher
Robyn Meehan

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice
Maria Sharmila
Jonathan Ling

Marie Bennett
Nora Gardner
Felicity Donnelly
Celeste Villarente

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

10:00AM

John Fillion

Saints of the Week
Tue 2 Saint Francis of Paola, hermit
Thu 4 Saint Isidore, Bishop, Doctor
Fri 5 Saint Vincent Ferrer, Priest

Liturgy for this week

(1 - 7 April 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
8.15am - Tuesday: Communion Service
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy)

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. We will be open again on Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th April.
EASTER CARDS will be on sale.

Alpha Program has started
The Alpha in a Catholic Context Program started Thursday 7 March at 7pm
in the Parish Hall, with a shared meal, a video presentation and discussion. If
you would like to attend, or even come with a friend, please let the parish
office know by email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Alpha is a 12 week faith enrichment program which seeks to reflect on the
essentials of the Christian faith through talks, meals, prayer and discussion.
It is described by its organisers as "an opportunity to explore the meaning of
life".
Who is the course for?
1. It is a great way to enrich faith in committed active Catholics.
2. It is for anyone who is interested or anyone searching for deeper answers
to faith and deeper questions of life, purpose and existence.
3. It is for someone who might not yet be a Christian, but is interested in
learning more about what Christian’s believe and how we live our faith.
If you are interested in attending, or are not quite sure what Alpha is all
about but might be interested, then please let the office know and come
this Thursday. You wont regret it!

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Tuesday 2 April 8:15am
COMMUNION SERVICE
Wednesday 3 April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance
Thursday 4 April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Vincent D’Mello
Friday 5 April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Saturday 6 April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance
NOTE: Only one Mass offering is permitted per day.

Fr James is away on Pilgrimage until
12 April A series of priests, including Fr Alt and Fr
Camilleri will be assisting with Sunday and weekday
Masses while Fr James is in Spain walking the Camino
to the Shrine of St James. Please pray for Fr James and
make our visiting priests feel welcome.

St Michael’s Catholic Primary
Kindergarten 2020 Enrolments
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten 2020 are
currently being accepted. Enrolment packs can be
obtained from the school office. Packs can also be
mailed out - simply call the school office (9808 2658).

Liturgy Volunteers needed
We are looking for volunteers to conduct children's
liturgy as a leader or a helper for the Sunday 10.00 am
Mass.
It involves introducing gospel to children in a manner
that is fun and easy to understand. Materials will be
provided to the liturgist. If interested, kindly contact the
children's liturgy coordinator Cindrella Francis
0481320454 or the Parish office

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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