Vol. 9 Issue 12
23 / 24 March 2019
St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

The Parish Bulletin
3rd Sunday of Lent C/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 24: 15-16
My eyes are always on the Lord,
for he rescues my feet from the
snare. Turn to me and have
mercy on me, for I am alone
and poor.

1st Reading:
Exodus 3:1-8,13-15
'I AM has sent me to you'.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 102(103):1-4,6-8,11

The Lord is kind and
merciful.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 10:1-6,10-12
The life of the people under
Moses in the desert was written
down to be a lesson for us.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 4:17
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord; the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel:

Luke 13:1-9
'Leave the fig tree one more year'

Communion Antiphon:
The sparrow finds a home, and
the swallow a nest for her
young: by your altars, O Lord
of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in
your house, for ever singing
your praise.
Lenten Stations of the Cross:
Fridays in Lent at 12pm & 7pm

Luke 13:1-9

Gospel

Some people arrived and told Jesus about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with that of their sacrifices. At
this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose
these Galileans who suffered like that
were greater sinners than any other
Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No;
but unless you repent you will all perish as
they did. Or those eighteen on whom the
tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do
you suppose that they were more guilty
than all the other people living in
Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No;
but unless you repent you will all perish as
they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and
he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who
looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down:
why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it
one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may
bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.”’
Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
“Repent, says the Lord – the Kingdom of Heaven is at
Hand” (Matthew 4:17)
Today’s Gospel is a fascinating account of two tragic public
events that occurred at the time of the public ministry of Jesus.
Jesus uses these well-known local disasters and then tells a
story about a fig tree producing no fruit as a way to teach us
about our need for repentance and renewal.
St Luke is the only New Testament writer to refer to the
slaughter of the Galileans by the famous Governor Pontius
Pilate and Luke’s Gospel is also the only Gospel that refers to
the accidental deaths of workers on a tower in Siloam.
A Jewish historian at the time of Jesus was man named Josephus and he reports
how Pontius Pilate killed many Galilean Jews at the Temple of Jerusalem while
they were offering sacrifice after they had protested when Pilate illegally took
Jewish Temple money from the Temple treasury to build an aqueduct in Jerusalem.
Even though it was Pilate who commanded this atrocity to be carried out, the
natural assumption at the time was to think that the victims were particularly guilty
and must have somehow deserved to die in this way, because for the Jewish
people, many lived with an idea that bad things only happened to bad people.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
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Jesus then proceeds to connect his warning “Unless you repent you will all perish”
to another current event.

Parish address &contact number:

There was a public infrastructure building accident that occurred at the time of Jesus
and related to the renovation work of the control tower of the water aqueduct at
Siloam, and eighteen workers tragically died. The Jews interpreted this tragedy as
God’s punishment of the workers who were cooperating with Pilate and the Roman
Empire, and were cooperating with the theft of money from the Temple. For many
Jews, they considered the aqueduct development as a sacrilegious project and akin
to a deal with the devil. Jesus however does not say that the Galileans died because
of their sins or their cooperation with the Roman Empire, but Jesus calls his listeners
to repent lest they suffer for their sins.
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Jesus presents both these incidents as timely reminders of the need for all people to
repent. He says, “Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.”
We know that tragic events, accidents and disasters often occur randomly and these
accidents often have nothing to do with the guilt or innocence of the victims of these
disasters. When an earthquake, volcanic eruption, a tsunami occurs or even a mass
murder occurs, it kills saints as well as the sinners in the affected area. Drunk drivers
kill innocent people. Terrorists and suicide bombers cause the untimely death of
good people as well as those who want evil.
Accidents are a part of the frailty of human life, and all of us, if we are honest, have
struggled to understand why tragedy seems to effect innocent people. A lot of people
live life with a karma mentality, thinking that if they have done bad things to others,
then bad things will happen to themselves. This is a very ancient Jewish approach
that assumed guilt upon those who suffered, and assumed sanctity upon the rich,
famous and successful. Jesus' life is the clearest evidence that a person's suffering is
not proof of that person's sin. While sin can lead to tragedy, not every tragedy is the
result of sin.
Repentance is a major theme in Luke’s Gospel, and to the untrained eye it might
appear that Luke is associating innocent victims or tragedies with sin. But as
Christians, every day we need to consider our lives in the presence of God. We are
called to live life to the full, to reflect the presence of God in the world and to be
ready to see God at any moment. The daily call to repent of one’s sins always
includes the threat of divine retribution if one does not repent on the one hand and
the promise of forgiveness if one does repent on the other.
During this Lent, I encourage you to make a daily act of contrition, recognising your
failings and asking God for forgiveness.
O My God, I am very sorry that I have sinned against you, because you are so good,
and with your help, I will not sin again.

Alpha in a Catholic Context Program
Runs every Thursday at 7pm to 9.15pm in the Parish Hall, with a shared meal, a video
presentation and discussion. If you would like to attend, or even come with a friend,
please let the parish office know by email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Alpha is a 11 week and weekend retreat faith enrichment program which seeks to
reflect on the essentials of the Christian faith through talks, meals, prayer and
discussion. It is described by its organisers as "an opportunity to explore the meaning of
life". The program started on 7 March. This week will be week 4 of the program.
If you are interested in attending, or are not quite sure what Alpha is all about but
might be interested, then please let the office know and come this Thursday. You wont
regret it!
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Collections Update from 10 February

PULPIT POINTS 17-March

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1003
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$1280
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1480
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$2220
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• A church worth waiting for
• United in prayer for Christchurch
• Where all are beautiful: New documentary
• 24 Hours for the Lord details
• Get Irish!
• Lourdes’ enduring beauty and mystery

2019 Parish Sacrament Dates
22/23/29/30 June - First Holy Communion
25 August - Combined Confirmation for Northern Deanery at
St Mary’s Cathedral
3 September - Parent Meeting for Reconciliation Program
(Parents of students in Year 2)
27-28 November - First Reconciliation.
Sacraments: Baptisms are scheduled throughout the year and
arranged on various Sundays/Saturday evenings.
Weddings are by arrangement.
Please contact the office for more information or consult the
parish website calendar.

Lenten Stations of the Cross

will occur
every Friday during Lent at 12pm and 7pm. All Welcome.

Change of Mass Time for Saturdays
After wide consultation, the Parish has agreed to move the
Saturday evening Mass time (outside of daylight saving)
from 6pm to 5pm, to assist families and the elderly get home in
some light during the winter months. This change will come into
effect from Palm Sunday (Saturday 13 April). There will be no
5pm Mass on Saturday 20 April as the Easter Vigil will be at
7.30pm. From 27 April until 5 October 2019, Mass on Saturday
evenings will be at 5pm with confessions prior.
Tuesday morning Mass will now be scheduled at 9.15am with
the first Tuesday of the month scheduled at 8.15am.

Attention all Liturgical Ministers:
New Requirements
The following Parish volunteer roles now require the Parish to verify a
NSW Government Working With Children Check before a person can
commence in the role, even though the role may not directly involve
volunteering with children. The roles are Ministers of the Altar
(Acolytes and Senior Altar Servers), Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Adult Ministers of the Word (Readers), Parish Counters
and Parish Collectors. If you are serving in any of these roles and have
not yet submitted a Working with Children Check (WWCC) number to
the Parish Office, please speak with the Parish Office about obtaining a
WWCC from Service NSW and having it verified as soon as possible.

Jesuit Refugee Service Lent Foodbank:

Third Sunday of Lent
Lives change when we
all give 100%.
Peter is thrilled to now have clean
water on tap at his boarding
school in the Solomon Islands.
Long walks to unsafe water
sources were tiring for Peter, who
is living with a disability. With
more free time and fewer
illnesses caused by dirty water, Peter can fulfil his
hope of focusing on his studies, providing him with a
brighter future.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and
help young people with disabilities gain access to
clean water in the Solomon Islands, providing
hope for a brighter future.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things to help Refugees in
Sydney. Lent is a time for reflecting on the enormous sacrifice
our Lord made on Good Friday. It's also a time for making
sacrifices of our own. One of the purest sacrifices you can make is
showing compassion to those in need. Fleeing a home that is no
longer safe is one of the most difficult decisions a person can
make. It’s much harder when you are forced to live below the
poverty line in a country you wish to make your home.
Unfortunately this isa reality facing many who are seeking asylum
in Australia—people who often find it difficult to afford basic
food, goods and groceries.That’s where Jesuit Refugee Service
(JRS) comes in. But we need your help.
JRS invites all parishioners to join the Lenten Foodbank program:
“6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things”
Our foodbank provides much needed fresh food and groceries to
over 350 individuals and families every month. Foodbank is not
your usual food donation service. At JRS we don’t make hampers
for our clients, but rather allow them to choose their own groceries.
We stock our shelves and our fridge like a supermarket, meaning
people are able to do their own ‘shopping’. We have identified six
staple items that are most frequently requested. Each week
parishioners are encouraged to bring in the one designated item to
deposit in the back of the church in the boxes provided.
Thanks for your generosity, just one item a week makes such a
difference. Your contribution can help JRS to accompany, serve,
and advocate for these families.
Week 2 Basmati Rice/ a Can of Tuna in Oil; Week 3 Cooking Oil;
Week 4 Tinned Tomatoes; Week 5 Chickpeas; Week 6 Red Kidney
Beans
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Roster: 30 / 31 March 2019
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

School Mass
Year 5

Paul Thambyah
Liz Paricka

Judith Orrock
Maureen Fairbairn
Francis Mawuko
Joan D'souza

Joseph D'Mello
Violet Moussa
Maureen Richardson
Lala Tabuso

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

10:00AM

Moussa El Bayeh

Saints/Feasts of the Week
Mon 25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD Solemnity
Mass at 9.15am

Liturgy for this week

(25 - 31 March 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Mass for Annunciation Solemnity
9.15am: Tuesday - Wednesday: Communion Service
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy)

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. We will be open again on Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th April.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church. We always need more help. Contact Marie
Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Donation boxes are at the church
doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Cleaners for March: Rene Gittany, Gemma Martin and
Leeyah del Rosario; Linen: Prescilla Luzon, Vacuum: John Abood
Fr James is away on Pilgrimage until 12 April
A series of priests, including Fr Alt and Fr Camilleri will be assisting
with Sunday and weekday Masses while Fr James is in Spain
walking the Camino to the Shrine of St James. Please pray for Fr
James and make our visiting priests feel welcome.

Mowing Help Needed: The mowing team is in need of
assistance. Two members have recently moved and we are
shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Monday 25th March 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for John McGuinness
Tuesday 26th March 2019 9:15am
COMMUNION SERVICE
Wednesday 27th March 2019 9:15am
COMMUNION SERVICE
Thursday 28th March 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jesusa Francisco
Friday 29th March 2019 9:15am
Mass for the Holy Souls
Saturday 30th March 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Giulio Tamburin
NOTE: Only one Mass offering is permitted per day.

St Michael’s Catholic Primary
Kindergarten 2020 Enrolments
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten 2020 are
currently being accepted. Enrolment packs can be
obtained from the school office. Packs can also be
mailed out - simply call the school office (9808 2658).

Parish Financial Report 2018
& Plenary 2020 Statement
Please take a copy of the Parish Financial Report 2018 and
our Parish’s Plenary 2020 Statement. Copies are available
for collection on the tables at the entrance to the Church.

Liturgy Volunteers needed
We are looking for volunteers to conduct children's
liturgy as a leader or a helper for the Sunday 10.00 am
Mass. It involves introducing the Gospel to children in a
manner that is fun and easy to understand. Materials will
be provided. If interested, kindly contact the children's
liturgy coordinator Cindrella Francis 0481320454 or the
Parish office.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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